
Part II 
 

Operation Condor (Kondor) 
 

Operation Salaam was an endeavour on behalf of the German Abwehr (German 
Military Intelligence Service sections I and II).  

 
Concerning the latter: due to its complex task, it was (also) an endeavour on behalf of the 

Lehrregiment Brandenburg “ or z.b.V. 800”, which latter became known as Division 
Brandenburg (Brandenburg was its actual base). 

 
My main sources are: 

 
KV 2/1467 and KV 2/1468  

 
Additionally combined with various R.S.S. reports, and, for this occasion, also implementing 
information derived from post-war publications; because you otherwise may not understand 
the context of what it all is about. 

 
The KV 2/1467-68 file series are mainly containing the interrogation reports on Eppler and 
Sandstede over the period 1942 and beyond, among it also some Egyptian court sessions. 
Eppler had got contacts, among other people, with young Egyptian officers, opposing British 
occupation of their country, like: Anwar Sadat, the later murdered Egyptian President; but 
also the first post-war Egyptian President Nasser, albeit, in the post-war publications 
sometimes mentioned, though, we haven’t found traces on the latter in these files. But, quite 
many MI 5/MI 6 and S.I.M.E. files have been ‘weeded’ in post war times, therefore one is 
never certain whether as to what extent it once had been cleaned-up.  
 
Eppler and Sandstede and all other implied, should be kept secret for the Egyptian authorities, 
as they may have had grounds to pull the legal handling out of British hands. 

 
 

However, these files don’t make sense, as long as we do not understand the context by which 
this story commenced. 

 
On the one hand, Operation Salaam, headed by László Almásy (1895), (der Ungar, as Hans 

von Steffens called him), was most successful, though, on the other hand Unternehmen 
Condor (Kondor) proved to be a failure.  

 
But, this was not directly Eppler- and Sandstede’s fault! 

Both men had been considered to operate for a few weeks only, because this was the lapse of 
time before the Germans thought to have reached Cairo; before their dash into the Middle 

East. The ultimate aim was to shake hands with the German Forces which were supposed to 
have pushed through the Russian Caucasus.  

 
However, we should consider that it was Rommel’s ultimate decision which caused the blow. 

 
Rommel had ordered that all troops, without exception, should proceed forward against 

Tobruk. 
Consequently, this order implied - that also the Abwehr mobile wireless station “Schildkröte” 

with their two W/T operators: Ogfr. Waldemar Weber and Fw. Walter Aberle, within their 
“non-military” wireless car were captured:-       

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A1szl%C3%B3_Alm%C3%A1sy


 

 
KV 2/1467 

Eppler Hans (Johann) W 
PF 96,638 
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19.7.42 Extract from Middle-East special report on Weber and Aberle. ment. Eppler 

and Sandstede. 
 

2.8.42  Secret Cross Reference to Eppler, Sandstede, Hauer  Minute 5a 
 

?.?. 42  Report on interrogation of Hassan Ezzer and Sadati (AOB, this is Anwar Sadat, 
the later President of Egypt!) Minute 8a 

 
17.8.42 Report on confrontation of Eppler and Azia El Masri, Pasha.  Minute  10a 
KV 2/1467-1, page 3 

 
23.8.42 From D.S.O.  Egypt, enclosing reports on Sandy (Sandstede) and Eppler 

And Brother Dimitrieu. (AOB, and Hungarian priest) 

 
9.9.42 From D.S.O. Egypt, enclosing a report on the arrest of Flight/Lieut Hassan Ezzat and 

Mohamed Anwar el Sadati (The later Egyptian President), and the raids on their 
houses and offices, statement by Eppler, report on interviews with Aziz El Masri 
Pasha, and a report on the (Egyptian) Court of Enquiry involving Capt. Mohamed 
Effrendi Anwar El Sadati (AOB, I suppose the same later Egyptian President), and 
Hassan Eff. Abdel Azim Ezzat. 

 
20.10.42 From D.S.O. Egypt, enclosing Photostat letter, and translation sent by the 

(German born) wife of Dr. Ammer.  

 
21.11.42 Extract from CSDIC (= Combiner Services Detailed Interrogation Centre) 

(UK) report re Eppler, and Sandstede 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 



KV 2/1467-1, page 4 

 
Extract fro File No: P.F.96,638  Name: Eppler/Sandstede 
Original:  S.F. 52/4/4(15) V.2  Serial 31b ….. 
Original from CSDIC (UK) Report     Under Ref. S.I.R. 3     Dated: 2.11.42 
Extracted on 16.4.46   by: JEM/WRH 
 
Inf. Obtained from Aberle, Weber and von der Lahr all z.b.V. 800. (= Lehrregiment  
Brandenburg) 
Trip to Africa.    The story of the two parties with which Weber and Aberle recently went to 

Africa at five months interval and which consisted of:- 
 Hoesch party. (N.B.O.) 
 
Almasy Party. 
Count Almasy 
Eppler 
Sandstede 
Wuhrmann 
von Steffens 
has been enquired with the following result.  The two undertakings appear to? Have been  
fairly distint. .. 
 The two N.B.O. drivers, Beilharz (W/T operator) and Munz were drafted to Almasy.   
Weber on the other hand was passed across from Almasy party to the N.B.O. (Berlin …?)   
party , but for Almásy purposes.  That he did associate with this section of Rommel’s H.Q. is 
evidenced by the fact that he was with Aberle who was with the N.B.O., and that the latter 
group normally encamped at some little distance from the rest of the → 
 
 



KV 2/1467-1, page 5 

 
Headquarters staff. 
Nevertheless Weber’s official assignment was to Ic, and although his dealings ?? with Leut. 
Hausgen, everything was referred to Major Zolling I(c who had ??? von Mellentin (Ic of 
Rommel for some time) when the latter took over the “Kartenabteilung.” 
 
???he extent of Major Zolling’s control appears from the following:-  When first ???t to H.Q. 
Panzerarmee by Almázy, Weber was informed that the code data he was? to use?  In 
communicating with Almásy’s columns would be given him by Ic – as indeed they 
subsequently were.  In mid-April, when Almásy’s columns were still held up at Gialo, it was 
Major Zolling who urged action finally called Almásy in to the conference at Um Er Rzem 
where the Panzerarmee H.Q. was then stationed.  When these ?? columns finally began to 
move one of the messages received from them was passed ?? night through to the Zuara W/T 
station (Holzenbrecher).  Such information as was communicated to that station – it related to 
the position of the columns - ??manated from Zolling. 
 
Similarly, there was to be no traffic relayed straight through from Eppler and Sandstede to 
Zuara. (AOB, Weber and Aberle were the actual connection) All messages received were to 
be passed to Major Zolling. On this last point, however, details of the system in action are 
again not obtainable.  That part of the scheme never worked.  Weber (and Aberle), the dessert 
relay, had been captured by the time Eppler and Sandstede reached Alexandria.  
AOB, rubbish: Eppler and his companion Aberle entered Egypt on 24 May 1942, whereas 
Weber and Aberle had been captured on 27 May 1942; we may nevertheless, consider that the 
earliest moment Eppler and Sandstede could have became operational is just correlating with 
the moment that Weber’s and Aberle’s station “Schildkröte” had been captured)(Alexandria is 
incorrect, it should be Cairo)   
 

 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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        Defence Security Office 
           Egypt 
             19th October, 1942 
 
Dear Sir David (Petrie) (M.I.5.)  
 Further reference to Sandy (Sandstede) and Eppler case. 
The two Egyptian Army Officers, Hassan Ezzat and Captain Anwar (the later President of 
Egypt), after preliminary trial by the Egyptian Court of Enquiry in which they were found 
guilty, were discharged from the Army and have been interned for the duration of the war.  
This arrangement is probably the best that could have been made as I am convinced that if 
these two people had been tried before an Egyptian Military Court Martial they would have 
been acquitted (AOB, found not guilty!). 
 
 Aziz El Masri Pasha has also been interned for the duration of the war and is being 
treated as a civilian internee.  
      Yours sincerely, 
 
       (G.J. Jenkins).  
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Cairo 19.9.42 
To His Excellency 
     Moustapha Nahas Pasha.  
 
Your Excellency, 
 
 With reference to the conversation of today at the Ministry of the Inferior, I take the liberty of 
sending you in writing the exact explanation of the charge against Hans Eppler.  
 I first met Hans Eppler through Mr. Hauer, a week previous to my arrest.  It was at the time 
when some Germans escaped during their transportation from the German School to Ismailia.  I his 
two men in my house for a few days, those who hired a flat where they were found and arrested.  Mr. 
Hauer  also had three escapees and lodged them in a Pension  of a German lady who was arrested 
because she helped one of the escapees.  
 
 We all lived in a state of fear. Mr. Hauer was in contact not only with the escapees but with 
the spy Hans Eppler as well.  This one (the spy) reproached him (Hauer) saying that he was placed in 
danger because of this and threatened him. 
 
 Mr. Hauer came to me (German born Fatma Ammer) in fear and desperation and I was 
prepared to help him as much as I could. He then brought Hans Eppler into my house.  
 I spoke a great deal with Eppler and he complained that we did know to do the real work, we hide 
only people who do not deserve and in so doing expose to danger, people such as himself. He said we 
were of no use.  Hauer brought him a transmitting set which was as inefficient as his own. (AOB, we 
know that the fault was not on their side, but the counter station “Schildkröte” with the two operators 
Weber and Aberle, had been captured on 27 May 1942 by the New Zealanders) This was the reason 
why he had no connection with the Germans in Africa. He meant that we should contact people such 
as the two pilots who flew to the Germans.  He was excited, not only about us, but much more about 
the pilots as they could help him. (AOB, in Eppler and Sandstede’s return to Rommel’s side) From 
this time on he commenced to take an interest in pilots. A spy by profession he managed to have the 
names and addresses of some of the pilots.  He did not know however, how to contact them. Together 
with Hauer, he went to the flat of one of them, but he had not the courage to talk as he would have 
exposed himself to the danger of being immediately reported.  I asked him what would happen if he 
were caught and he answered, “Don’t worry about me, I will arrange that the English gentlemen” will 
exchange me and they will remain to be hung”.   I am not in this same position.  How he did manage 
the exchange you can see from the following complaint. He made his plan and he knew how to  
convince me as far as my German origin (Mrs. Fatma Ammer, German born) was concerned, which I 
do not deny, how to help him in the event of his arrest.  I promised him with the hope that he would 
not be discovered. Then when I saw him arrested at Maadi (newly built S.M.I.E. centre), I felt sorry 
for him.  The Officers read to me to me what he has said about me. I kept my promise and made and 
made my statement as previously agreed.  
 I would like to stress as my excuse, that he assured me, it would cause harm to nobody and he 
needed His Excellency Aziz El Masry Pasha as he would say a good word for him. 
 
 As I did not agree that he talked with Aziz El Masry (Masri or Mazri) Pasha in my house he 
answered, “Well you are only of use in hiding people, he came only for this reason to you”.  
 
 I did did not know that a charge built on lies could lead to such complications.  They assured 
me at every meeting that Aziz ..Pasha had nothing to do with the case and that I should ?? Please as 
the Officer (AOB, Major Sansom?) and the Gentlemen at Abbasia when ?? not assure me each time, 
that Aziz Pasha had nothing to? ? case.  When I did realise he was involved in the case ?? too late.    
  

↓ 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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 I have made this confession because as a mother of two children I cannot have on my 
conscience that innocent people should be punished because of my statement.  I do not expect 
the truth from Hans Eppler because this would be worse than a lie for both yourself and for 
me. It may as well be known to your Excellency that the Germans as cold blooded, rude 
barbarians, they would match over their own corpses. 
 
 You have a German spy before you and I leave it to Your Excellency to believe him or 
not. 
 
 I would like to point out and impress on you that I am a Viennese (Wienerin) woman, 
and am, Yours respectfully, 
 
     Sgnd. (Hochachtungsvoll) Fatma Ammar (decarded on 4 
September 1959)(ment: that she was removed from the M.I.5. card-index)(as was the next 
year also Hans Eppler!) 
 
(Pages 10 – 13 Next in the file is her hand-written statement in German language) 
 

 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Original in PF 64724     Copy for SF 52/4/4(15) 
 
E.2.B.  Mr. Kellar. 
 
 Will you please refer to your minute to Mr. Milmo of 17.9.42 on the above man.  You 
will remember that you discussed therein the significance or otherwise of some of Hanna’s 
contacts as suggested, according to him, by the German Secret Service.  One of these was 
Prince Abbas Halim. (PF 65016 no longer exists)  I think you should know, in this 
connection, that the German spy Johann Eppler, who was arrested in Cairo 25.7.42 a months 
(two months) after his arrival in that city from the Western Desert via Assiut, has stated under 
interrogation that he too was instructed by the Germans to contact Prince Abbas Halim 
through a servant at the Cairo R.A.C. (AOB, likely Royal Automobile Club).  It should be 
added that Eppler qualifies this, in as much that he states that this commission was given him 
by an officer in Berlin, who came to be regarded as somewhat crazy, but, evidence, that there 
was rather more in what Hanna said than you say about Halim he really does seem a pretty 
obvious target for any German spy who is about to be launched into Egypt.   
 
B.1.B. (M.I.5)   J.P. de C. Day. 
10.10.42 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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      Defence Security Office 
       Egypt 
 
       No. DS(E).P. 1564. 
               29th August 1942 
 
Dear Sir David, 
  Further reference my letter of even number dated 26th instant. 
 I am attaching hereto, for your information, summary of evidence against Hassan 
Ezzat, Captain Anwar (Sadat, the later Egyptian President) and Aziz El Masry Pasha as drawn 
up by the British Security Authorities,  This is in addition to evidence obtained at the 
proceedings held by the Egyptian Military Court of Enquiry submitted to you. 
 
 It is intended to produce this evidence at the Egyptian Military Court Martial. 
 
      Yours sincerely, 
 
       (G.J. Jenkins) 
Sir David Petrie, 
M.I.5.  The War Office 
London, S.W.1. 
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Index of Principal Persons Involved in the German Spy Case. 

 
1. Eppler, Johann, one of the two German spies arrested on the night of 24-25th on a  

Dabia (Wohnschiff, houseboat)  at Agouza. Known in Egypt as Hussein Gafaar. (His 
legal Egyptian name, of which he possessed a legal passport) 

2. Sandstede Heinrich (he was known as Gerd, likely a born Gerhardt), the other spy. A  
 wireless operator. 
3. Gafaar Hassan, half brother of Eppler. Son of Judge Gafaar; original link between the  
 spies  
 and Hauer. (decarded, implied that his M.I.5 card had been cleared, in 1960) 
4. Hauer, Viktor, German (Austrian born) employee of Swedish Legation; found by  
 Hassan  Gafaar; put spies in touch with Mme Ammer. 
5. Ammer, Frau Doktor Fatma, German wife of Egyptian official, through whom and at  
 whose  house the spies met Aziz El Masri Pasha and Hassan Ezzat and Abdel Moneim  
 Salama. 
6. Salama, Abdel Moneim, a connection of Mme. Ammer’s who put Hauer amd spies in  
 touch  with Hassan Ezzat. 
7. Ezzat, Hassan, an officer of the Egyptian Air Force who undertook (but didn’t  
 actually) to fly Eppler to the German lines. 
8. Anwar (Sadat, the later Egyptian President), Captain in the Egyptian Air Force who  
 undertook to fly Eppler to the German lines. (did not do it, as it was not possible) 
9. Aziz El Masri Pasha, who gave orders to Hassan Ezzat and Captain Anwar and  
 interested himself in the spies dilemma and offered help. 
 
Note: The correct name of Salama is:  Abdel Moghny Said Salama 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Appendix “A”. 
Extract from second consolidated Report on the Activities of Eppler and Sandstede, made at 
Maadi on July 31st 1942. 
 
Saturday 18 July. 
 
They returned by taxi to the house at where they found Hauer and Hassan Gafaar (his half 
brother) waiting for them.  Hauer said: “We are going now to see an airman (pilot) who may 
be able to take you back to the German lines”.  Eppler thought at first that he was to leave the 
same evening but Hauer said it was only to be preliminary meeting to discuss the matter.  
Sandy remained on the house-boat and the other three.  Eppler, Hauer and Hassan Gafaar, set 
out in a taxi towards Heliopolis.  They dismissed the taxi at Kubeh Garden near the petrol 
station, just off the main Heliopolis road, and continued on foot. 
Hauer was the only one who knew where they were going: but perhaps he did not know the 
exact address.  They had difficulty in finding the bungalow. 
They arrived at the bungalow soon after midnight.  They knocked on the door but received no 
reply.  Eppler went down some steps and found two servants asleep, who informed them that 
the officer was not at home, and that he often came late.  They waited till 0115 hrs, but as no-
one had appeared they then went home.  Hauer then told Eppler to meet him at the house of 
Frau Ammar the next evening at 2100 hrs and he (Hauer) would introduce him to her.  If 
Hauer should be late, Eppler was to go in alone as Frau Ammar would be expecting him. 
 
Sunday, 19 Jul 42. 
 
Eppler arrived alone outside the house of Frau Dr. Ammar at 50 Sharia Miquas.  As Hauer 
was not there he went inside and met Frau Ammar, who was alone.  They immediately started 
to discuss plans for his proposed return to the German lines.   She assured him that that would 
be easy to arrange.  
Hauer arrived about 2145 hours and they remained till about 2300 hrs talking.  Frau Ammar 
complained that the Germans did not realise what good work she is doing for them by her 
association with the pro-German Egyptians (Egyptian Liberty Party) and seemed to hope that 
Eppler would be able to put in a good word for her at the appropriate time.  
 
Monday, 20 Jul 42. 
 
Eppler, Sandstede and Hassan Gafaar took a taxi to the house of Frau Ammar, so that Sandy 
could be introduced.  Hassan Gafaar remained outside in the taxi to keep a watch.  They did 
not remain there very long but apparently made an appointment for the following evening.  
According to Eppler this is the only time that Sandy has met Frau Ammar.  
 
Tuesday, 21 Jul 1942. 
Eppler went by taxi with Hassan Gafaar to the house of Frau Ammar at 50 Sharia Miquas 
(Macas).  Sandstede did not accompany them. Hasan Gafaar was told to wait outside in the 
taxi; but he seems to have got tired of waiting as Eppler did not meet him again that evening.  
Eppler expected to meet the airman at the house of Frau Ammar, but he was not there.  With 
Frau Ammar was, however, a tall dark Egyptian whom she introduced as a relative.  Eppler 
claims never to have heard his name.  (Abdel Monheim Salama) This young Egyptian had 
obviously been told all about Eppler and his activities. 
Eppler let Frau Ammar’s house with the young Egyptian relative ad went with him on foot to 
a coffee house in Gizeh, near the Abbas bridge on the right-hand side when approached from 
the Roda direction.  It was in this coffee-house that Eppler met airman Hasan for the first 
time.  He claims never to have → 
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→heard him referred to by any other name. There were a lot of people in the coffee house and 
Eppler suggested that they should go elsewhere as they had such important and secret matters 
to discuss.  Hassan replied that they could talk openly there as all the people were “his 
people”.  There were about 20 Egyptian males present in civilian clothes.  Eppler explained 
that to Hasan that he wanted to return to the German lines because their W/T set had broken 
down (AOB, most likely the set was working, but the station Schildkröte had been captured 
on 24 May 1942 with their operators, Weber and Aberle; causing the absence of counter-
station) and they had not been able to establish contact for about ten days. (AOB, curious, 
because both Eppler and Sandstede arrived in Cairo, say, on 25th May 1942 and this report is 
of about 23rd July 1942) 
 (Comment: Eppler says that this was by no means true, as they had never been in  
 contact.   He did not tell Hasan that because he was sure that it would have made him  
 more suspicious about Eppler’s ‘bone fide’ than ever)   
Hasan wanted to have a guarantee that the whole matter was genuine and suggested to Eppler 
a meeting with Mazri Pasha. This was arranged for 2100 hrs on Thursday 23 July 42 at Kubeh 
Garden.  Hasan was also told by Eppler on this occasion about the presence of Sandstede in 
Cairo. 
 
Hasan took Eppler back to the corner of Sharia Miquas (Macas) by car as Eppler had arranged 
to visit Frau Ammar again that evening.  There were two other Egyptians in the car with 
them, one of whom spoke a little German.  Eppler does not know their names.  He left them at 
the corner and went to Frau Ammar’s house alone.  
It was then that Eppler met for the first time NMazri Pasha, who was with Frau Ammar on his 
return. They had a long conversation which lasted well into the night. Mazri Pasha expounded 
the fact that he was an Aryan, a Circassian, and talked about the great future of the Aryan 
races and also what he hoped to do for his country Egypt, after the final German victory. 
They Frau Ammar’s house very little late and Eppler returned alone to the house-boat. 
Sanstede never met Mazri Pasha. 
 
Thursday, 23 Jul 42. 
Eppler went with his half brother Hasan Gafaar by taxi to Kubeh Garden Station, where he 
had an appointment with the airman Hasan at 2100 hrs.  They were to meet by the green ice-
box on the left-hand side from Kubeh Garden Station towards Heliopolis. 
Hasan Gafaar stayed in the taxi not far away. Hasan the airman arrived on foot punctually 
2100 hrs and whispered to Eppler: “We cannot talk here. I am being watched”.  
 (Comment: Eppler thinks he referred to the police) 
He told Eppler to go and wait at the Petrol Station 500 metres away towards the main Cairo-
Heliopolis road.  Hasan was wearing at this time only a shirt and trousers, but no jacket.  
(Eppler’s half-brother Hasan Gafaar confirms this detail, like many others) he returned to the 
taxi where Hasan Gafaar was waiting and told him to follow Eppler.  On arrival at the Petrol 
Station the taxi was paid off by Eppler.  The two brothers then waited together at Omnibus 
No. 10 on the main Cairo-Heliopolis road till 2130 hrs.  In the meantime Eppler told his half-
brother that he was waiting for the arrival of Mazri Pasha. The car of Mazri Pasha was seen 
approaching slowly.. It was a dark brown four-seater.   Eppler told his half-brother to go 
home. He got into the car himself.  Mazri Pasha was driving amd there were two othe 
occupants , Hasan the airman and a certain Capt. Anver (AOB, the later Egyptian President) 
(of Signals Sqn, Egyptian Air Force).  They drove off towards Heliopolis and stopped outside 
the Villa Baron Empain and discussed matters in the car.  Mazri Pasha then told Eppler that 
Hasan wanted proof that he (Eppler)  was really a German and had come from the German 
lines.  Eppler replied that all he could do was to  → 
 
 

↓ 
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Show him his dwelling and the W/T set, and introduce them to his colleague Sandstede.  At 
this stage Captain Anver (Anwar) was introduced as a radio-technician, who would be willing 
to repair their set. 
Hasan told Eppler that the guarantee of this ‘bona fides’ was important because he had not 
had any news from ‘his man’ Seoudi who had flown over to the German lines about two 
weeks previously.  Seoudi had been given letters of introduction of from Mazri Pasha and also 
code-lists, as apparently he was supposed to establish a W/T link with Hasan (the airman).  
He had also taken with him 1500 (/) aerial photos of military objects in Egypt.  Anver 
(Anwar) boasted that one of the targets they had photographed had already been bombed by 
the G.A.F.  From this conversation it was quite clear to Eppler that Mazri Pasha gave orders 
to Hasan and Hasan to Seoudi. 
During the drive back to the Petrol Station Hasan asked Eppler: “Were you at the celebrations 
last year at the house of Frau Schaal (?)?” Eppler replied in the negative because he was not in 
Egypt at the time. He was then asked he knew about the German airman who was supposed to 
have landed secretly in Egypt recently. (AOB, this might point onto Almásy and Major 
Ritter’s fail endeavour of 16/17 July 1941) Eppler replied “No”. As far as he know we are the 
only ones who have been sent over from the German lines.” 
Mazri Pasha left them at the Petrol Station and Eppler, Hasan (the airman) and Anver 
(Anwar) went on foot to the main Cairo-Heliopolis road near Abbasia Baracks.  They took a 
taxi, called at the Kit Kat (a bar) to pick up Sandstede and then all four of them went to the 
house-boat (where Eppler and Sandstede lived) where they arrived about 2345 hrs.  The taxi 
was paid off. 
Hasan now told them: Ï know an Egyptian in Zagazig who was in Germany for 15 years and 
studied there.  He came back to Egypt before the war and brought a W/T set with him.  He is 
in contact with the Germans.  Give me a message and I will get him to send it for you.” 
Sandstede wrote out the message (see 1st consolidated report on the activities of Eppler and 
Sandstede, part, paragraph 16 (AOB, of the book Rebecca?) and gave it to Hasan who told 
them that he would bring them an answer in six days’ time.  Eppler thought that eight days 
would be required for the reply.  They arranged that Eppler should wait on the house-boat 
(laying on the river Nile) on the evenings of Wednesday 29 Jul 42, Thursday 30 July and 
Friday 30 Jul 42 for return of Hasan with the reply. Hasan promised to send this message to 
the operator at Zagazig the next morning; Friday 24 Jul 42.  In case they should want to 
communicate before the end of the six days, Anver (Anwar Sadat) gave Eppler his telephone 
number which he wrote down in his diary which, as far as he remembers he left on the trolley 
on the top-deck of the houseboat. The entry reads: “Signal Squadron, Captain Anver (Anwar) 
(the Cairo tel. no.) “ 
Eppler feels certain that Hasan has had the message sent, because he was anxious that Eppler 
should find out from Major Zollig why he was not heard from Seoudi.  Eppler also mentioned 
that Frau Ammar had told him: “Two planes flew over to the Germans. One of them was shot 
down but the other has arrived”.  Hasan relied: “Yes, we know that Seoudi has arrived.” 
Anver (Anwar) was then shown the American W/T set which Hauer brought to them from the 
Swedish Embassy.  Sandstede told him that he was no good and that he intended to through it 
into the Nile that night. 
Anver (Anwar) asked them to keep it till the next day and he would fetch it away, as he might 
be able to make use of it. Anver (Anwar) and Hasan (the airman) left the house-boat very late. 
 
Friday 24 Jul 1942. 
  
Anver (Anwar Sadat) arrived at the house-boat in a taxi and took away the American W/T set. 
Nothing further of importance. 
 

↓ 
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P.W.’s Last Message. 
 On Thursday evening, 23 Jul 42 (or 16 July 42?) P.W. gave Hasan a message which he 
said he would have transmitted by this station. The message ran, as far as they stated 
independently of one another, as follows: 
 “An Abw I H West, Angelo (= Major Seubert Berlin). 
 Bitte garantieren Sie unsere Existenz da Lebensgefahr für uns (or Lebenswichtig 
according to Sandstede).  Bitte Verbindungsfrequenz eins mit Tripolis Zeit 0900 Uhr.“ 
         Max und Moritz 
Notes on the message. 
 

(a) 1 H West, Abwehr.  This is the section of the Abwehr by which they were employed 
and which arranged the whole undertaking. (AOB, Abw. I was headed by Obst. 
Pieckenbrock) 

(b) Angelo. The code-name of Majpr Seubert, who was directly responsible for the 
undertaking. 

(c) Verbindungsfrequenz eins. Sandstede could use three wave-lengths on his set.  He 
here asks them to use No. 1 (Arbitrary, as it was wave-propagation that really 
mattered) 

(d) Mit Tripolis Zeit 0900 Uhr.  This does not mean that Sandstede wanted to establish 
communication with Tripoli (Tripolis), but that it should be at 0900 hrs Tripoli time 
and not Egyptian time. (At the time of sending the message he did not know that 
Weber (“in his station “Schildkröte on 27 May 42) had been captured and still 
expected to establish contact with him.  He intended to use the call-signs etc. as 
described in para’s 8? above). expected to establish.  

 
(AOB, this is apparently not available here)  
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Appendix “A”continued. 
(e) Max und Moritz.   Max and Moritz are the code-names for Sandstede and Eppler.  
Sandstede is Max and Eppler is Moritz.  They would have signed their messages in this way. 
 
17. Seoudi.  Eppler and Sandstede were told by Hassan (Hasan?) that a certain Egyptian 
pilot named Seoudi had flown over to the German lines early in July, possibly starting from 
an emergency landing ground near the Pyramids (either Gizeh or, more likely Sakara).   
Hassan proposed to make the trip in the same way as Seoudi.  Neither P.W. will admit having 
met Seoudi or to knowing whether he has returned or not. 
 According to Eppler, Hassan told them that Seoudi was to arrange communications 
(presumably W/T) between the Germans and the Egyptian Liberty Movement.  
 
Certified true copy of extracts from the interrogation of Eppler and Sandstede made at Maadi.  
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 



KV 2/1467-1, page 25 

 
 

Appendix “B”. 
 



 Extract from Report of Police interrogations of Frau Dr. Ammar, made at the 
European Lockup on Wednesday, July 29, 1942. 
 
Fatma Amer (Ammar) wife of Dr. Aly Amer (Ammar) employed in the Ministry of Social 
Affairs in Fayoum. 
 Mme. Amer (Ammar) was born in Vienna, the daughter of parents born in Moravia 
and therefore since 1919 a Czech subject, until her marriage to an Egyptian in 1931.  She 
lives at Roda at Sharia Miquas, No. 50. 
  
She at first denied ever having met Sandy and Houssein (Gafaar) and did not recognise them 
even when shown a photograph. She was then confronted with Eppler and his account of his 
visits and dealings with her, after which she made the following statement:- 
 
a. Hans Nagati.    At the beginning of July the sons of her great friend Mme Nagati and 
Hans Nagy (AOB, Hungarians?), both of whom had been interned, came to her house.  She 
realised they had excaped and told them to sleep in her house.  She also gave two suits of 
pyjamas and 240 PT.  The following morning the mother arrived at 11.00 a.m. in an agitated 
condition.  Following this Frau Amer (Ammer) went to see Hauer at the Swedish Consulate to 
try and obtain help for the escapees and get her money back.  This she was unsuccessful in 
doing.  It was then that she told Hauer she had a floor upstairs to let, possibly for escapees.  
She returned home without money. 
 
b. Abdul Salama.   A relation of her husband who lives near the station Giza.  Frau Amer 
(Ammar) told his young man about the escapees;  he told her she was liable to punishment, 
which she contested.  He went and returned next day and asked where Hauer was. Salama got 
Frau Amer (Ammar) to ask Hauer if he could help an Egyptian officer who whished to get 
into touch with the Germans. He replied he had no money for that sort of thing but she gave 
him a cinema ticket given to her by Salama and said the officer would be sitting next to him. 
 Two days later Hauer came to her in a nervous state and asked how to get in touch 
again with the Egyptian officer as had missed a date with him.  She said she would try and 
find him via Salama. 
 
c. Hans Eppler.   Hauer visited her the following morning and said he had met two 
German Officers;  Eppler came in the evening and introduced himself as Ltn. Hans Eppler of 
the D.A.K. engaged in German espionage.  He told her his transmitter was broken down 
(AOB, which likely was not the case, but, the dedicated counter-station in the Libyan Desert 
“Schildkröte” had been captured, including the two W/T operators Fw. Walter Aberle and 
Ogfr. Waldemar Weber), he needed an alternative one and also wanted to get away from 
Cairo.  After some discussion she agreed to try and get in touch with the Egyptian flyer 
(airman).  Eppler returned next day with another officer (Sandstede) and she told them her 
house was open to them.  
 Two days later Eppler came back again and she introduced him to Salama who took 
him away to a café. Later on he returned. 
 
d. Masri (Mazri) Pasha,  Frau Amer (Ammar) stated that Mme. Nagati introduced her to 
Masri (Mazri) Pasha who was very pro-German and afraid that if the English were to 
withdraw from Cairo they would take him with them.  It had been suggested that he might 
hide in Frau Amer’s (Ammar) house. 
 He visited her by accident after the two officers had left with Abdul, and she stated she 
was overawed.  It was the first time she had seen Pasha.  He talked about the war – about the 
Caucasus, etc.  He stated his real name was not Masri Pasha and that he was in reality not 
Egyptian. 
 

↓ 
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Appendix “B” continued. 
 The Eppler returned and she asked him if she could introduce someone to him.  He assented and she 
introduced Masri (Mazri) Pasha.  They talked of the war, of the broken-down transmitter and of the possibility of 
flying over to the Germans.  She stated that Masri Pasha was very pro-German and also wanted to get away from 
Cairp.  They talked partly in German, partly Arabic.  Frau Amer (Ammar) stated that this was all she had to say 
except that what had she to gain if the Germans came to Cairo – to be declared “not race pure” etc. etc.  Her 
’line’ is now to belittle her whole part in the affair. 
 
Certified true copy of the report of the interrogation of Mme. Amer (Ammar) at the European Lock-up, Cairo. 
 
     One of those signing Kamal Riad Lt. C.C.P. (AOB, the last P 
likely pointing at Police. Query Egyptian Police? ) 
 

 
 
From Sansom’s book we know that the team that arrested were Cairo policemen, there exist even a 
photo from inside the police station, where they were drinking beer  
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First Interrogation of Hassan Gafaar. 

Born 1916 in Germany, natural language German. (AOB, from other references born in 
Alexandria) 

 
Mother Johanna Eppler 
Father (stepfather)  Saleh Gafaar, a judge in Egyptian Court. Died Oct. 2nd 1941 
 
Lived in German for 17 years, came back to Egypt 1933. 
 
Passport Egyptian. 
 
Educated Seminar-Schule in Backnang. Stuttgart  
 
Was appreciated to ironmongers Isenflamm, Backnang, for 1½ years. 
 
Lived with grandmother. 
 
After arrival in Egypt went to:- 
 Lycee Français 1933 for 2 months 
Maleika School, Shoubra, for 4 years. 
American University, Kasr el Nil, for 1 year. 
St. George’s School (English Priest) Shoubra, for 2 years. 
 
Father mad about education. 
 
Address: 10 Sharia Mars al Khadina, Old Cairo. 
Religion: Protestant 
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        Defence Security Office 

        Egypt 
              26th  August 1942 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Sir David Petrie 
 Further reference my letter of even number dated 11th instant. 
 
 I am inclosing herewith, for your information, the following documents:- 
1. A report on the arrests of F/Lt. Hassan Ezzat and Mohamed Anwar el Sadati (AOB, 
Anwar Sadat, the later assassinated Egyptian President) and the raids on their houses and 
offices. 
 
2. Statement by Eppler on his meetings and dealings with Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 
3. Report on further interrogation of Franz Muller (Müller) Hauer. 
 
4. A report, submitted by Major Dunstan, on his two interviews with Aziz El Masri 
(Mazri) Pasha. 
 
5. A report on the Court of Enquiry held concerning the case involving Captain 
Mohamed Effendi Anwar El Sadati (Anwar Sadat the later Egyptian President) and the 
aviator Hassan Eff. Abdel Azim Ezzat. 
 
 
Sent to: Brigadier Sir David Petrie, 
 
M.I.5.  The War Office, 
 
London.     Signed date though: 19-4-46 
  
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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     12th August, 1942 

F/Lt. Hassan Ezzet, Egyptian Army Air Force. 
 
Mohamed Anwar Mohamed El Sadat (Later Egyptian President Anwar Sadat)  Commandant 
Wireless Section, 
    H.Q. Frontier Brigade, Gabal Asfar. 
 
1. The Egyptian {Police went to arrest F/Lt. Hassan Ezzet at his house at Heliopolis at 1 
a.m. today (12.8.42) but he was apparently on night duty at the Army Headquarters.  He was, 
however, picked up at 11 a.m. to-day and taken into custody at the Egyptian Army H.Q. 
Abbassia. 
  Hassan Ezzet had taken the precaution of burning all papers in a large coldron 
before the Police raid.  
 



2. Mohamed Anwar Mohamed El Sadat was arrested at 1 a.m. to-day.  A diary was found 
in his possession in which entries were made that he had been sending messages from Gabal-
Asfar to the enemy. Also certain incriminating papers were found. 
 
 He was actually arrested by the Police but handed over to the Egyptian Army 
Intelligence, Moussa Bey Loutfi, at noon to-day.  
 
 A Military Court of Enquiry is now proceeding and it has been arranged with the 
Minister of Interior and the Prime Minister of National Defence, in agreement with the Prime 
Minister, that two British Officers shall be allowed to sit on the Court of Enquiry.  
 
Certain documents relating to previous interrogations of persons connected with the case have 
been handed over to the Egyptian Army Intelligence to facilitate their inquiries.  
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(AOB, in some respect the British (occupying) position inside Egypt was quite delicate, and 
they often had to do the splits, as to cope with the formality of Legal Egyptian Jurisdiction) 



Report on the Court of Enquiry Held at the Directorate of the 
Directorate of the Military Information Bureau at 

Koubri Koubbeh at 1700 Hours on 12th August, 1942, 
And the following days by order of the General Ahmed Pasha Hamdi Seif El Nasr,  

Minister of National Defence, to Enquire into the Case involving Captain Mohamed Effendi 
Anwar El Sadati (the later President of Egypt) and the aviator (airman) Hassan Effendi Abdel 

Azim Ezzat. 
 

President. 
 

Kaimakam Moussa Bey Loufti, D.M.I. 
Members. 

Bim Mohamed Effendi Soliman Hagress,  Military Information Office 
Yauzbashi Ahmed Effendi Zakaria Abdalleh      “             “                “ 

 
1. The Court took the oath that the enquiry will be kept absolutely secret and that 
necessary steps will be taken to ensure that nothing is made public and that no one will be 
informed of the enquiry except by special permission from the (Egyptian) Minister of 
National Defence. 
 
2. The Court had delegated Bimbashi Ahmed Effendi Seif El Bazl Khalifa, Bimbashi 
Mohamed Effendi Soliman Hagress with Lieut. Kamal Effendi Reda from Cairo City Police 
and secret forces to search the houses of Mohamed Effendi Anwar Sadati (the later Egyptian 
President) and Hassan Effendi Abdel Azim Ezzat.  This search took place between 0100 – 
0300 hours on the 12th instant.  No documents were found in connection with the case in the 
house of Anwar El Sadati except an English translation of “Mein Kampf” in which some 
paragraphs are underlined with red ink. 
 
3. The Court started the enquiry with two witnesses. 
 
(AOB, the only purpose of the foregoing is to show some of the legal aspects of these 
handlings, which might not have taken place when not Britain had occupied Egypt) 
 
In this historical Survey, it is, nevertheless, necessary to take notice of the way the Egyptian 
military Authorities approached their own Subjects.   
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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Declaration Made by the Aviator (airman) 
Hassan Effendi Abdel Azim from 

The Egyptian Royal Air Force. 
 



Q = question    A = answer 
Q. In your oath of loyalty to H.M. The King (Farouk) you swore you would be a friend to his 
friends (The British) and an enemy to his enemies; Great Britain is the Ally of Egypt.  Do you realise, 
therefore, that you have broken this oath? 
 
A. I took the oath when I left the Military University and I do not consider that I have broken it. 
 
Q. Do you know a man called Abdel Monghi Salama? 
 
A. No, but I know a man called Abdel Mogham Seid. 
 
Q. Do you know a lady called Frau Amer (Ammar)? 
 
A. No, I do not know her. 
 
Q. Do you know Hussein Gafaar? 
 
A. No. 
 
Q. Do you know a man by the name of Hauer? 
 
A. No, I do not know a man of this name. 
 
Q. We have three witness who state you were in their company in a Coffee shop on the corner of 

Abbas at Giza on Tuesday 21st July, 1942.  One of them is Eppler (called Hussein Gafaar) 
(AOB, Eppler was apparently decarded, his index card being destroyed on 24 March 1960) 

 
A. No, I was not with him. 
 
Q. On the 23rd July did Hussein Gafaar arrive in a taxi at the Koubbeh Garden Station to keep an 

appointment with you at 21.00 hours? 
 
A. No. 
 
Q. Are you going to deny everything concerning these people? 
 
A. I do not know any of them. 
 
Q. Are you prepared to confront these people? 
 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. We noticed when we were searching your house at Koubbeh Gardens that you had burnt 

papers in a room quite adapted for such purpose, what was the reason? 
 
A. I don’t know anything about these papers but it is quite possible that I burnt some of my 

private documents or somebody else burnt them. 
 
Q. Who lives with you in the house? 
 
A. I live alone. 
 
Q. When we searched your house we found a man inside, who is he? 
 
A. His name is Salem.  He is my servant.  When he was out of work I wanted to find him a job 

and recommended him to Captain El Sadate, who could not find anything for him. 
 
Q. Were you living with Seoudi? 
. 
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Declaration Made by Captain 
Mohamed Effendi Anwar El Sadati (The later President of Egypt) 

of H.Q. Frontiers Brigade. 
 
 



Q. When you left the Military University did you take an oath of loyalty to H.M. The 
King by which you swore you would be a friend to his friends (the British) and an 
enemy to his enemies? Great Britain is Egypt’s Ally.  Do you realise that you have 
broken this oath? 

 
A. I do not think I have broken it. 
 
Q. Do you know a man called Hussein Gafaar? 
 
A. No, I do not know him. 
 
Q. Do you know a lady called Frau Amer (Ammar)? 
 
A. No. As I knew that I was suspected and being watched (AOB, belonging to the young 

Egyptian officers apposing the current Government) I used to stay at home and never 
met anybody. 

 
Q. We have witness that on many occasions you met the a/m persons at an unknown 

place for unknown reasons. 
 
A.  That is not true.  May the witness by (be?) produced. 
 
Q. Are you prepared to be confronted by them? 
 
A. Yes. 
 
Q. On the 23rd July you had an appointment with Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha at 21.30 

hours near the Baron Empain’s Villa. 
 
A. I had no such appointment. 
 
Q. Did you take a taxi from Abbassia to the Kit-Kat and was Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha 

with you? 
 
A. No. 
 
Q. When searching your house we found an English translation of  “Mein Kampf”. 
 
A. I took this book from Captain Omar Effendi Abdul Dahab. 
 
Q. Did you ever go to a Dahabia (houseboat) near Giza and have you any friends living 

on board a Dahabia? 
 
A. No. 
 
 
       Signed Kaimakam Moussa Bey Loutfi 
 
 
The Court of Enquiry was closed at 1900 hours and will re-open at 1100 hours 13.8.42. 
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13th August, 1942. 



 
The Court of Enquiry started at 10.00 hours on the arrival of Major Dunstan, Captain 
Sansom, Lieut. Kamel Effendi Riad of the Egyptian Police accompanied by Eppler (Hussein 
Gafaar). There were 15 Egyptian Army officers including the two witness, lined up and 
Eppler picked out the two, called them by their names. 
 

 
Captain later Major A.W. Sansom 

 
The aviator (airman) Hassan Effendi Abdel Azim Ezzat was questioned. 

Q. You noticed yourself that Eppler (Hussein Gafaar) picked you out from the other officers. 
From this it is understood that he knows you. 

 
A. He apparently knows me but I do not know him. Also it is easy for anyone to know someone if 

he wants to know him. 
 
Q. This man is a foreigner, a German. How did you come to know him? 
 
A. Do not ask me that question but ask him how he came to know me. 
 Eppler (Hussein Gafaar) was called and asked to state how he came to know the aviator 

(airman), Hassan Abdel Azim Ezzat Effendi. 
 

Epplers’ Declaration. 
Q. How did you come to know Hassan Effendi Abdel Azim Ezzat? 
 
A. I came to know him through Frau Amer (Ammar), who sent me with an Effendi, I do not 

know his name, to the Coffee shop on the right side of the entrance to Koubri Abbas from the 
side of Roda, between Sharia el Bahr (Farouk) and another street,  There I found Ezzat Effendi 
sitting himself. 

 
Q. Why were you sent to this place to meet Ezzat Effendi? 
 
A. Because Mrs. Amer (Ammar) told me that he might possibly be able to fly me to Rommel’s 

H.Q. in North Africa. 
 
Q. What happened between you and Ezzat Efendi? 
 
A. We came to an understanding that he should take me over to the German forces.  He gave me 

to understand that he whished to see my identity papers before assisting me in any way.  As I 
did not have them with me we arranged another appointment at Koubbeh Gardens (Station).   
He said he would introduce me to Aziz El Pasha. 



 
 We met at a fixed time, which was 9 p.m., and he told me to wait for him near the Benzine 

Station at Koubbeh Gardens between Sharia el Khalifa al Maamour and Ismail, while he 
fetched Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha.  I went to the place and at 9.30 p.m. Aziz El Masri 
(Mazri) Pasha arrived in a private Cabriolet car (4-seater) driven by himself.  Sitting beside 
him was a man called Anwar (the later Egyptian President Anwar Sadat) and at the back was 
sitting Ezzat.  They picked me up and I sat next to Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha.  We drove to 
Heliopolis and stopped near Baron Empain’s Villa. (I had met Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha 
before in Dr. Amer’s (Ammar) house.  When I told them that my wireless set was out of order 
Anwar said he could arrange it.  I told him that it cannot be repaired as it is operated on a 
special wave length which cannot be changed (AOB, due to the quartz crystal used). 

 
 We drove off and when we arrived back at the benzene Station, Ezzat, Anwar and myself got 

out the Pasha remained in the car.  We walked for a while and then we took a taxi to the Kit-
Kat and came out a few minutes later with my friend Sandy (his companion Gerd Sandstede) I 
had told them → 

 
→ them about him before we arrived at the Kit-Kat.  We took the taxi to the Dahabia (houseboat) at El 
Agouza, near the Egyptian Benevolent Hospital, and there Sandy showed them the wireless set.  While 
I was showing Hassan Effendi Ezzat my identity papers, Sandy (Sandstede) wrote out a telegram 
which Ezzat Effendi was to transmit to the enemy (AOB, quite a contradiction as long as Eppler is 
really being quote, that he speaks about enemy, whereas he is speaking of their own Army)(may we 
draw the conclusion, that the real spoken words being interpreted instead of truthfully quoted?) 
through  one of his friends who is in the possession of a W/T set.  
I do not know if the telegram was despatched or not.  No arrangements were made for another 
appointment  until a reply to the telegram had been received (it was expected after about 6 days).  This 
telegram was handed to Azzat Effendi on Thursday evening and I was arrested on Saturday.  
Q. What did you discuss with Aziz El Pasha when you met him? 
 
A. When I first met him in the house of Dr. Amer (Ammer) I told him that I whished to join the 
German Forces in North Africa.  Mrs. Amer (Ammar) told me that she would take the necessary 
arrangements so Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha replied “Alright, I also want to leave but not like the last 
time. I want to leave in a German plane”.  He suggested that I should go first and make the 
arrangements as he was sure there is a place on a mountain where an aeroplane can land but he did 
not mention the name of the place.  During the conversation Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha had with me 
he told me that he was not an Egyptian but a Caucasian and that the Caucasians are Aryans and that he 
whished to go to Germany to help his compatriots. 
 
During my conservation with Ezzat Effendi he told me that two Egyptian aviators left for Germany 
and that they took with them identity papers and aerial photographs. He had no news from them … 
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 Questioning of Youzbashi Mohamed Effendi Anwar El Sadati (Later Egyption 
President in the 1970s) 



 Sandy (Gerd Sandstede) was brought into the Court, the Court read Sandy’s declarations 
concerning Anwar El Sadati and then questioned Anwar. 
 
Q. What is your opinion of Sandy’s declarations concerning yourself? 
 
A. I think that Mr. Sandy is playing a part allotted to him by Mr. Eppler to get him off by 

accusing me – as I have already stated, and I draw the attention of the Court that these 
accusations are without foundation and that these individuals are trying to save their lives. 

 
Q. Do you still deny all knowledge of this affair or having taken delivery of the wireless set from 

the Dahabia (houseboat) for repairing? 
 
A. I do and with regard to Sandy I came to know him at Gammal’s where I met him with Eppler 

and as the shop is well lighted I could be well seen. 
 
Q. Did you know Sandy before or have you seen him before? 
 
A. No.  
 
Q. What are your connections with Hassan Effendi Ezzat apart from being a brother officer. 
 
A. About six months ago Hassan Effendi Ezzat occupied a flat near mine and so we came to 

know each other, another pilot used to live with him called Seoudi and one of my occasions 
we met in his house in the presence of Seoudi before his escape, after Seoudi escaped I did not 
visit the flat.  

 
Q. When you met Seoudi and Hassan Ezzat in the house, did Seoudi mention his escape? 
 
A. I did not hear anything about this matter, he was very upset because he had some trouble in the 

aerodrome and he used to prefer solitude and did not talk much. 
 
Q. Can you say anything with regard to the connection between Seoudi and Hassan Effendi 

Ezzat? 
 
A. They used to live together when they were in Suez, as they have already stated, and they came 

to Cairo they continued to live together. 
 
Q. After Seoudi’s escape did you meet Hassan Efendi Azzat? 
 
A. Hassan Effendi Ezzat used to visit me frequently at my house. 
 
Q. On 11th August, 1942m the day your house was searched, did Hassan Effendi Ezzat visit you? 
 
A. Yes, he came to the house at 9.30 a.m. and we talked for about 20 minutes. 
 
Q. What did you discuss with him? 
 
A. Various questions. 
 
Q. How was Hassan Effendi Ezzat dressed? 
 
A. He was in trousers, shirt but had no hat   
 
Q. Did he tell you where he was going? 
 
 

↓ 
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 Cross-examination of Mrs. Amer (Ammar), wife of Dr. Amer (Ammar). 
 
Q. Tell the story from the day Hauer came to you. 
 
A. On about 11th July, 1942, Abdel Moghni Salem came to see me and asked me if I knew 

anybody who could put him in contact with the Germans because some Egyptians were 
anxious to know what had happened to to the aviators who had escaped. He gave me a cinema 
ticket and asked me to hand it to the likely individual if I could find one.  I took the cinema 
ticket and gave it to Hauer and asked him; he said that he could help.  Two days later Hauer 
came to see me and told me that he went to the cinema  and met an Egyptian officer with 
whom he had made an appointment for the next day with him again to the cinema but he was 
an half hour late and did not find the officer.  Hauer did not know if the officer had or had not 
kept the appointment.  Hauer asked me to assist his as he urgently wanted to find the said 
officer.  I replied “What can I do, I don’t know his name neither his address.  I shall do my 
best to trace him”.  Hauer said that there were two officers who were very keen to meet that 
Egyptian officer, so I replied “Bring them here and if that Egyptian officer calls I will fix an 
appointment”.  Hauer went away and during that evening a German officer called at my house 
and introduced himself as Eppler saying that he was sent by Hauer. I invited him in.  He told 
me that he was a German officer and we spoke of the situation in Germany, he left the house 
at 2300 hours.  I forgot to mention that half an hour after the arrival of Eppler Hauer came and 
took part in the conversation. (AOB,  to what I remember, Eppler told a bit different story) 
Hauer told Eppler that he went to the house of the Egyptian officer (the one he met in the 
cinema), knocked at his door but nobody replied.  Hauer and Eppler left my house and the next 
day Eppler returned with another German.  I do not know his name but he was tall (typically 
like Sandstede) and it was about 1800 hours.  They stayed in my house for half an hour and 
then left. During their conversation they asked if the Egyptian officer had called or if he was 
likely to call. On the third day day about 2100 hours Azziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha came 
alone, ten minutes later he left to refuel his car, then returned; → 
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→ at about 2230 hours Eppler arrived and I introduced him to Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha.  
They talked in German about the war in the Caucasus (no secrets for the German born Mrs.  
Ammar);  Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha said that he had fought in the Caucasus, then he talked  
about the difficulty (?) of living in Egypt;  I took a small part of the conversation.  Eppler  
introduced himself to Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha as a German officer, during the  
conversation Eppler told Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha that he was in the possession of a W/T  
set which required repairs. (AOB, nonsense, as the counter station “Schildkröte” had been  
captured and there existed no counter W/T station to communicate with).  Azziz El Masri  
(Mazri) Pasha replied that he himself could do not these repairs.  Eppler told Aziz El Masri  
(Mazri) that he met an Egyptian officer named Hassan and that he was very pleased with him  
and that the Egyptian Officer had asked him about two Egyptian aviators who escaped;   



Eppler had told the officer that he could not assist him because his wireless set was out of  
order.  During the conversation Eppler mentioned that he wanted to leave and that he required  
for his purpose two cars or an aeroplane. 

 
 

At this juncture, Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha said to Eppler “I am tired of my life, I want to 
leave for America but I cannot.”  Eppler said that he met the Egyptian officer and all his talks 
concerned the two officers who had escaped.  He tried to persuade the Egyptian officer who 
escaped.  He tried to persuade  the Egyptian officer to fly with him but he continued to ask 
about the whereabouts of the two aviators.  Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha left my house and 
later Eppler left.  Later Hauer came for the second time and asked me to arrange a meeting 
between himself and the Egyptian officer.  
 
Abdel Monghi came to me and I informed him of Hauer’s request; he replied “I will see”.   
Next day he returned and told me that he had arranged an appointment with the Egyptian  
officer for the next day in a Café.  Then Eppler called and I told him to call next day as he  
would then be able to meet the Egyptian officer; he came and as Abdel Monghi was then in  
my house they became friendly and both left to meet the Egyptian officer.  The same night  
Eppler came to see me and told me that they had met the Egyptian officer and that Abdel  
Monghi left them alone after the introduction.  At this meeting the conversation already  
mentioned by me took place.  Eppler said that he was pleased with the result of this meeting. 
  
 
I remember that during my conversation with Eppler concerning the wireless set when he told me that  
he had only one set, I replied “How is it that you are a German officer and you have not a spare set,  
you must be a British spy”.   
 
 This is the end of her declaration.  
     (Sgnd.)  Fatma Amer (Ammar) 
     Sgd.  Kaimakam Loufti Bey. 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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The meeting started at 1000 hours on 20th August, 1942. 



Interrogation of Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha in the European lock-up. 
 
Q. During July 1942 were not visited by junior officers of the Army? 
 
A. Yes, I was visited by both junior and senior officers. 
 
Q. Do you know Anwar Effendi El Sadati? 
 
A. Yes, I know him but he has not visited me for a long time. 
 
Q. Did Anwar Effendi El Sadati visit you in July 1942? 
 
A. No, not during that month. 
 
Q. Do you know the aviator, Hassan Effendi Abdel Azim Ezzat? 
 
A.  No. 
 
 Here Hassan Effendi Ezzat and Anwar Effendi were brought in. Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha 

was asked if he knew them. He replied that he did not know the former but knew the latter.  
 
Q. It has been stated that Your Excellency had a meeting with Hassan Effendi Ezzat and Anwar 

Effendi. 
 
A.  No, I did not have a meeting with them. 
 
Q. Did you meet them in a car and go to a place outside Cairo? 
 
A. No, I did not meet them. 
 
Q. Do you know a lady called Amer? 
 
A.  No. 
 
Q. In her declaration she mentioned your name and said that you came to her house.  I this true? 
 
A. No. 
 
Q. She is the wife of Dr. Ali Amer (Ammar)  and lives in No. 50 Sharia el Makiass at Roda. 
 
A. I do not know her but I heard before I left for Ras el Bar that a German lady had been arrested. 
 
Q. Do you know Mrs. Nagati? 
 
A. I made her acquaintance in prison and she used to talk to me.  I did not know her before that.  
 
Q. Mrs. Nagati says that she introduced you to Mrs. Amer (Ammar)? 
 
A. She told me that Mrs. Amer (Ammar) was a nice lady and that she was going to introduce her 

to me one day. 
 
A. As Mrs. Amer (Ammar) did not call at your house, why did you go to her house? 
 
 

↓ 
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A. I did not go to her house. 
 
Q. Did Mrs. Nagati give you the address of Mrs. Amer (Ammar) or anybody else? 
 
A. She did not mention her address to me. 
 
Q. What was Your Excellency to say as regards Mrs. Amer’s declaration that you visited her in 

her house? 
 
A. Nothing of the sort happened and I beg to see her personally. 
 
 Mrs. Amer (Ammar) was brought in and denied all the declarations she had previously made 

before the Court concerning Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha’s visit to her house. 
 
 The Court to Mrs. Amer. 
 
Q. When we asked you if you were prepared to meet Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha you replied 

“Yes”.  What have you to say now? 
 
A. Do not remember. 
 
Q. Is this person His Excellency Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha? 
 
A. Yes it is.  Everybody knows him from his photographs. 
 
Q. You mentioned in your declarations that Hussein Gafaar came to your house and met Aziz El 

Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 
A. This did ot take place and all I mentioned to you was told to me during my interrogation at 

Maadi.  
 
 Here Hussein Gafaar (Eppler) was called in in the presence of Mrs. Amer (Ammar) and Aziz 

El Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 

Court to Eppler. 
 

Q.  Tell us how you came to know Mrs. Amer (Ammar) and Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 

He made the same declarations on this question as he did before. 
 
Court to Mrs. Amer (Ammar). 
 

Q.  What do you have to say regarding Eppler’s declaration? 
 
A. I do not know Eppler and have never met him before. 
 
 Court to Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 
Q. What do you have to say regarding Eppler’s declaration? 
 
A. I do not know Eppler and have never met him and as Eppler wanted to clear himself he chose 

my name knowing that the British nation is my enemy. 
 If we accept Eppler’s declaration that he met me without my knowledge and that he obtained 

no information from this meeting, the law cannot cause me of any crime, as there are many 
Germans and Italians in this country and everyone of them has the right to talk to me.  If they 
wish to meet and talk to me I cannot be held responsible.  Therefore before the Authorities 
make accusations against me they should have made enquiries first.  Will you tell the people 
who are interested in my internment, this point of law and explain that neither Mrs. Amer 
(Ammar)  nor I could be expected to denounce him since we did not know he was a spy.  What 



have I to gain by protecting a German spy that I did not know was one until he told me. 
Supposing I were a German spy would he not have asked me to protect him. It would be 
absurd for me to put myself in a critical situation without deriving any benefit. 

       (Sgd.) Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 
KV 2/1467-1, page 64 

 
Summing up of the Enquiry and declarations of the U/M Persons connected  
with the case of the two Egyptian Officers, Mohamed Eff.Anwar El Sadati  

and Hassan Eff. Abdel Azim Azzat. 
1.  Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha 
2.  Youzbashi Mohamed Effendi Anwar El Sadati (the later Egyptian President) of the frontier  
Forces. 
3.  The aviator Hassan Effendi Abdel Azim Ezzat of the R.E.A.F (Royal Egyptian Air Force) 
4.  Hans Eppler (Hussein Gafaar) (decarded 24 March 1960 M.I.5. = index-card had been  
destroyed) 
5.  Sandstede (Sandy) a German spy 
6.  Hassan Gafaar, brother of Eppler (Hussein Gafaar), (from mother’s side) 
7.  Mrs. Amer (Ammar) (German), wife of Dr. Ali Amer (Ammar)(index-card M.I.5.  
destroyed on 4 September 1959) 
8.  Abdel Moghni Salama, relative of Dr. Amer (Ammar) 
9.  Hauer, attached to the Swiss Swedish Legation originally German, who has escaped.  
(AOB, Fake! He was kept hidden by British S.I.M.E. as he was also a British agent, and as  
not to let lifting their secret he was elsewhere detained) 
10.  Salem Abdel Aziz Wahiba, invited to Hassan Effendi Ezzat’s house & found there when  
the raid took place on 12th August, 1942. 
11.  Kayati Abdel Rehim, waiter on the Dahabia (houseboat) belonging to Eppler and  
Sandstede. 
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Report on further Interrogation of Franz Müller. 

 
 
 

4. Relations with Father Dimitriou. (AOB, an Hungarian Priest at a Church somewhere 
in Cairo) 
Müller (AOB, Hauer’s cover-name after the British had kidnapped him) confirmed 

Father Dimitriou’s statement on his visits to the Swedish Legation (AOB, Hungary had no 
longer a diplomatic representation in Cairo, which apparently had been handled instead by the 
Swedish Legation, also dealt with German affairs), and stated that there was no connection 
between these visits to the cellar in search of library books and the Eppler-Sandy Case.  He 
and the priest were never on good terms and cordially distrusted each other.  In conversation, 
Father Dimitriou had expressed undoubtedly pro-German views, stating that the Germans 
would soon be in Cairo. 
 The first time Müller heard of the possibility of a 100 watt transmitter in Father 
Dimitriou’s possession was from Eppler, who told how someone, probably Almásy had 
advised him to get in touch with the Father on arrival in Cairo, giving the password “El ma 
mater”.  Müller knows the church of St. Therese well, says it is visited by many doubtful 
people, and is of the opinion that the transmitter, if anywhere, is hidden in the Chapel. 
 Questioned on his visit to St. Therese which was remarked on by Father Dimitriou , 
Müller stated that he went there, as a Catholic for purely religious reasons. 
 

4. Cellar of the Swedish Legation. 
 Questioned on the packing cases left by the Germans in the cellar of the Swedish 
Legation, which had been noticed by Father Dimitriou, Müller  said that there were left by the 
German Archaeological Institute at the beginning of the war.  They were various sizes and 
undoubtedly very heavy; although the inventory described their contents as photographic 
plates, they might have contained anything.  Müller had not examined them, with one 
exception; here he found a coil of copper wire, of whose use he was ignorant.  

Müller  emphasized that it would have been impossible for Father Dimitriou to have 
seen the transmitter in his Müller’s possession, as it was in a room separate from that in which 
the Hungarian Books were stored; only Müller had the key of this room. 
  

4. General. 
 Müller appeared willing to give as much information as was wanted, and commented 
on Father Dimitriou as a “real bad hat”. The other Hungarians in Cairo he considered of no 
importance, particular Kisiskemeny? Daniel who he knew fair? Well. ???  
 
According information found at KV 2/1467-1, page 73: 
Brother Dimetrius (Dimitriou), Pierre. Born 17.1.1912. Maco Hungary. Priest at St. Therese 
Convent, Cairo, Suspected of assisting the enemy. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Further Report on Sandy and Eppler. (Decarded = date of destroying M.I.5. index-card) 
 
1.    The circumstances which led to the arrest of Houssein (Eppler) and Sandy (Gerd  
Sandstede), the two Germans, have already been briefly related in a previous précis of the  
case.  They were handed over to the British military Authorities as prisoners of war. (liable to 
treatment according the convention of Genève)  This is an outline of their activities since their 
arrival in Cairo taken principally from their statements. 
 
2.    They came by car from the Libyan desert their first night or two in a brothel, the Pesion 
Nadia, while they were looking around for premises suitable to their ppurpose i.e. erecting 
their transmitter and through it sending intelligence of operational value to Rommel’s H.Q. in 
Libya. 
 
3.    They found a flat at Sharia Boursa el Guedida, No. 8, flat 61 and 62 belonging to a 
certain Mme. Therese Guillemet.  They took it, paid rent in advance and moved in.  But it had 
two disadvantages (i) in that the police had an eye on it as being used for immoral purposes 
and called too often for their liking, as did also intending clients: and (ii) the building was 
“screened” by surrounding high buildings which made it unsuitable for transmitting. 
 
4.    Meanwhile thanks to their contact with various women and to Hussein’s knowledge of 
Cairo and Arabic, they had begun to frequent those places which ought to provide them with 
the contacts likely to proceed the information they had been sent to acquire and pass on. They 
needed helpers both for this purpose and to get their English currency changed into Egyptian.  
They soon found them among the habituees of the night-clubs, cabarets and bars which they 
patronised. 
 
5.    Hussein had one sure contact he could repy on – his mother, father (AOB, his stepfather 
had passed away the previous year, and was once a Judge at the Egyptian High-Court. Most 
unlikely would have supported him) and stepbrother who lived in Old Cairo at 10 Sharia al 
Khadina. Father had died 7 months previously, and his ½ brother Hassan Gafaar was away.  
He disclosed his identity to his mother (AOB, meant the purpose why he is in Cairo, his 
mother certainly would have known who he was!) but told her to say nothing to his ½ brother.  
Nor did she for nearly three weeks according to the account of Hassan (½ brother) himself. 
 
6.    Meanwhile they hade made acquaintance of Hekmet Fahmy, the dancer at the Continental 
who invited them to he Dahabia (houseboat) at Aouza. They went and ultimately  stayed the 
night – platonically according to the statements of both of them and of Hekmet.  She slept 
downstairs while they had the room of her lover, an English officer who was away in the 
Desert but had left behind a trunk of uniform and clothes and a smaller case containing 
personal papers.   The latter included two maps – one of the defence of Tobruk which, on first 
sight, looks a most important document but, on closer examination, proved to be of the Italian 
defence prior to the British occupation in 1941.  Hekmet denies having shown them these 
possessions but they obviously took the opportunity of looking them over.  
 
7.    At this point mention must be made of a diary kept by Sandy (Gerd Sandstede) to be in 
his handwriting. He claims, however, and are grounds for believing his claims to be true – 
that though many of the entries are correct, those referencing to their espionage activities were 
written not with strict regard for truth but, when the news from the Desert of Rommel’s 
advance pointed to the possibility of his speedy arrival in Cairo, to justify their existence and 
satisfy their employer as to their activities. 
 
8.    Actually they achieved nothing, as far as can be discovered, and this for various reasons 
which by crosscheck would seem to be fact:- 
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(i)Their transmitter got no response from the other side (AOB, “Schildkröte”, whereas  
    this station had been captured on 27 May 1942) 
(ii)They were slow in making contacts they had been told to make. 
(iii)They were too intoxicated with the possession of so much money and too intent 
upon enjoying the “fleshpots” of Egypt in the form of women and wine, Their average 



bill nightly for these things was about £20 and it was this extravagance which got them 
into difficulties over the exchange which will described later. 

 
9.   Let us go back to para 8(i) – the absence of response to their wireless transmissions.  They 
began to wonder whether there was not something wrong with their set and they decided they 
must make efforts either to find spare parts or a second transmitter.  This led to Hussein 
(Eppler) contacting his ½ brother Hassan, which he did by letter – signed illegibly – asking 
him to meet him at the Americaine Bar in Fouad el Awal.  
 
 Hassan (Gafaar) complied, was picked up by Hussein (Gafaar), and subsequently told 
their wireless difficulties and asked to help.  He agreed to do so and forthwith got into touch 
with an acquaintance of his, on Viktor Hauer, a German employed by the Swedish Legation 
in looking after the affairs of German internees in Egypt.  This Hauer played a considerable 
part on subsequent events but has himself – unfortunately – disappeared. (AOB, a real lie!, 
They (the British S.I.M.E.) have abducted him and removed from the scene!) he apparently 
realised just in time the noose he had prepared for himself. (All is British baloney!)  
 
 A meeting was arranged between Hauer, Hussein (Gafaar) and Sandy; the problem 
was put to Hauer, who did in fact know of a transmitter which he duly produced from the 
basement of the Swedish Legation, where it had been left by the Germans.  He also gave them 
a Mauser pistol and maps of Egypt. 
  
 Hussein (Eppler) says that they tried out the transmitter but it was useless and that they  
threw it into the Nile. 
 
10.   By this time their financial position was becoming desperate.  They had been two 

months  
in Egypt, had spent money in profusion, and achieved nothing and could get no response to  
their transmissions.  They decided that one of them Hussein (Gafaar), must get away back to  
Rommel and find out what was wrong at that end. (AOB, the Libyan desert station  
“Schildkröte” had felt in Allied hands, on 27 May 1942)  They must also have more money. 
 
11.Once more the appealed to Hauer.  This time he could not help himself, but could – and  
did -  introduce them to Frau Dr. Amer (Ammar) the German wife of an Egyptian official,  
living at Sharia Miquas 50 on Roda Island.  A meeting was arranged between this woman and  
Hussein (Gafaar/Eppler), with Hassan (Gafaar, Eppler’s stepbrother) waiting outside (in a  
taxi) outside to see that no one interfered. 
 
 Frau Amer (Ammar), from her own account (which agrees with that given by Hussein  
(Eppler/Gafaar) was anxious to help to find him (Hussein) his means of escape preferably by 
air.  She undertook to put Hussein in touch with a friend of hers, one Abdul Salama now in 
custody.  The process of introductions effected is elaborate but the fact emerges that, thanks 
to Dr. Amer (Ammar) and Salama’s and Hauer’s efforts, Hussein (Gafaar/Eppler) met an 
officer in the EgyptianFlying Corps whose first name was Hassan.  Hussein (Eppler/Gafaar) 
also met “entirely by accident”  according to Frau Amer’s (Ammar) account Aziz El Masri 
(Mazri) Pasha, who happened to be paying here a social call for the first time.  A friend of her 
Mme. Nagati, wife of a German internee, had told the Pasha of a charming friend of hers who 
had “never a Pasha” and was most anxious to do so.  Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha graciously 
offered to satisfy her curiosity and just happened to turn up when Hussein was there. A most 
curious coincidence.  
 

↓ 
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12.  The meeting with the flying Officer (airman), took place at a bungalow in Heliopolis (not yet 
identified) where plans for flying Hussein back to Rommel were discussed. According to Hussein 
(Gafaar/Eppler) (which is supposed by the evidence of Hassan Gafaar (Eppler’s stepbrother) who was 
again doing guard), Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha was present on this occasion though nothing is said 
this time about it being a mere coincidence.  At this meeting it was agreed by those present that a 
wireless message should be sent by a transmitter (said to be in Zagazig) giving an account of Sandy 
and Hussein plight and appealing for help in procuring their exchange against British prisoners should 
they be captured.  This was sent and an answer expected about July 29th , but meanwhile Hussein 
(Eppler) and Sandy (Gerd Sandstede) had been arrested. 
 
13.  To return now to para 8(ii) – the question of the contacts Hussein and Sandy were to make.  The 
say that Prince Abbas Halim was to be their first but he was too suspect.  Then there was one 
Mohamed Hamza whom Hussein had known before in Egypt, but he, it appears is and has been for the 
past year in preventive detention.  Thirdly there was a lay-brother in the Church of Saint Therese in 
Soubra; but here again they do not seen to have made any contact.  This lay-brother Pierre or Frere 
Dimitriou Demeter, an Hungarian subject, has been arrested but professes his innocence which seems 
to be true in fact though the intent may be otherwise.   
 
14.  Lastly were come to para 8(iii), their money difficulties. Early in their Cairo career this was a 
problem of paramount importance. ? of their earliest “friends” was a Jew boy called Albert Wahba 
who, smelling “easy money”, joined their entourage as a combination of pimp and ?general errand-
boy:  he admits to having changed small sums for them.  He denies knowing they were spies but 
admits to suspicions and would seem to know a good deal more than he admits at present. 
 
 Either through Wahba or not they got into touch with one Oby? Moussa, who admits frankly 
that he saw a chance of making a profit and took it. He, through a money-changer Kevork Yirikian in 
Sharia Kasr el?? Most of their exchange business.  Mme. Guillemet also admits to having changed 
some English money.  
 
15.  The other person principally involved is Hassan Gafaar (Eppler’s stepbrother) but his testimony in 
itself, when given, will show his part in the proceedings and there is no need to include it here.   
5.8.42 



KV 2/1467-2, page 21 + 22 

 

 
 The Swedish Legation. 
 When the Hungarian Legation was closed down its interests were taken over by the 
Swedish Legation. (similarly happened after the German Legation was closed in Egypt, likely 
under pressure on behalf of the UK)   Father Dimitrieu (Dimitriou) had been indicated as one 
who could deal with the intricasies of the Hungarian language.  On these grounds he was 
presented to the Swedish minister and Consul.  A number of books had been handed over to 
the Legation by the Union Hongroise when the Union voluntarily closed down, and it was 
thought that Father Dimitrieu might examine these and hand suitable ones over to interned 
Hungarians.  
 About a month after the closing of the Hungarian Legation, Father Dimitrieu received 
a telephone call from Section B of the Swedish Legation, asking him to call there.  He replied 
that he did not know where it is situated, so the person on the other end of the wire said he 
would call at St. Therese and pick the Father up. 
 Later in the morning a man arrived, whose name it later transpired was Hauer, who 
left a document for correction, and returned in the afternoon, taking the Father with him to the 
Swedish to the Swedish legation.  On arrival he was escorted to a cellar beneath the Legation 
where the books were stored.  Hauer accompanied him and remained with him while he 
examined the books.  In the cellar were numerous packing cases, with inscriptions in German, 
of varying sizes.  Hauer always appeared to the Father in a nervous state constantly muttering 
to himself.  
 This first visit took place in February or March and the journey each way was in a 
grey closed car belonging to the Legation. The Father did not know whether it carried C.D. 
markings. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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iii    Return of Father Dimitrieu (Dimitriou) to Hungary. 
 
 The Swedish Minister had received a telegram from his Government stating that the 
Hungarian Government required the return of the three Hungarian Carmelites (2 in Palestine 
and Father Dimitrieu (Dimitriou) to Hungary, if this was agreeable to the British authorities 
(occupational authorities).   This telegram was brought to Father Dimitreu (Dimitriou) Hauer.  
The Father stated that he would refer the matter to the Father Superior.  The latter 
subsequently vetoed the demand for the return of Father Dimitreu (Dimitriou) as, being a lay 
brother, he would be liable for military service.  Also there was need for him at St. Therese.  
There was no objection, however, to a request for the other two Carmelites being put forward. 
KV 2/1467-2, page 23 

 
Note: 
 At the request of M.I.14 I spoke to M.I.19 (Major Rait) about the telegram from the 
Middle East. 
 I told Major Rait that he considered that the major and immediate interest in this case 
lay with the Middle East and that it the Middle East felt that Weber’s (decarded?) presence 
there was necessary for the proper interrogation of Sandstede (Condor W/T operator, whereas 
Weber was one of the Schildkröte operators)  and Eppler we considered that Weber should be 
returned to Cairo if this is possible.  I further pointed out to Major Rait that nevertheless we 
continued to be interested in Weber and subject to the above are anxious to see him in this 
country  (Egypt?) at earliest opportunity.  Major Rait said that so far the Middle East had not 
asked for the return of Weber that if they did so he would see that everything possible is done 
to comply with their wishes. 
      Sgd.  H.P. Milmo 
B.1.B (M.I.5) 
19.8.42 
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8750/T/A.7.A 
A.D.B.1 D.G. White 
 The following cipher telegram has arrived from Cairo No. 532 of  19 August. 
 
Reference your DS/5247/42 of August 14th 
Eppler and Sandstede originally claimed by us as prisoners of war to get them definitely into 
our hands and away from the  Egyptian. They are considered spies, and admit are believed to 
be spies. 
19.8.42 
17.59 Hrs. 
(AOB, without comments, please draw your own conclusions) 

 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Defence Security Office 
         Egypt 

         1st August 1942 
 
Dear Sir David (Petrie) 
 With reference to telegram No. 490 of 1st August, 1942, personal from Colonel 
Maunsell for Director General.  I summit herewith a short report on the part played by D.S.O. 
in these events. 
 
 On July 11th, 1942, one of my agents here, a German Jew practising in Cairo as 
gynaecologist (though in principle source of income is abortions), reported to me that he had 
had a visit from Viktor Hauer, a German employee (with our permission) of the Swedish 
Consulate where he was principally engaged in looking after the interests of German interned 
in Egypt. 
 
 Hauer reported (the name of the Jewish doctor) that he was rung up in German by an 
unknown voice and asked whether he would “do something to help the Germans”.  The 
version which Hauer gave of the subsequent meetings was inaccurate in detail but in the main 
true.  He met the man (who were the two Germans Sandstede and Eppler),  and undertook to 
help them.  Hauer was in fact playing the double agent and trying to safeguard himself 
whichever way of events in Libya might go.  He knew (the gynaecologist doctor) was a 
British agent. 
 
 This report from the (doctor) showed me quite clearly that Hauer knew much more 
than he had told and if he could be made to talk would certainly put us on the track of Eppler 
and Sandstede.  There was some question, however, of whether he might not enjoy some 
measure of diplomatic immunity and in any case it was, at this stage, most undesirable that 
the Egyptian Authorities should know anything. 
 
 I therefore decided to kidnap Hauer (AOB, this is a false, and untrue statement!) 
Hauer. This was done on the night of 21st instant as he came out of the Cinema.  No one saw 
it within an hours he safely hidden in a cell in the newly established S.M.I.E. interrogation 
centre at Maadi. 
 
(AOB, quite logical that this document had been withheld and being copied, as it is partially 
“not in accordance with the truth” some of which we will learn about later)  

 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
↓ 
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A Report on the Eppler and Sandy Case. 



 
The occasion which led to the arrest of Eppler and “Sandy” (Gerd Sandstede), the two 

Germans, was the recapture of an escape, one Kurt Spiegel  whose statement involved a German 
employed by the Swedish Consulate – one Victor (Viktor) Hauer, who has since also disappeared. 
(kidnapped by the British).  This man had talked of a Dahabia (houseboat)  at Gouza and his mention 
of this fitted in with previous reports as to mysterious happenings on it.  These reports were the result 
of watching the movements of a car No. 14060 driven by a chauffeur Mohammed now in custody. 

 
It was decided to round up simultaneously the occupants of the Dahabia (houseboat) and 

everyone at whose house or flat the car had been known to call.   This was done and as a result two 
Germans above mentioned; the half brother of Eppler on e Hassan Gafaar (decarded 24 March 1960; 
where his index-card have been destroyed); a lady doctor Amer (Ammar) and a large collection of 
people mostly of doubtful antecedents were caught. 

 
Interrogation of the two Germans brought out the fact that they had come into Egypt sometime 

in May by means unspecified probably either by car across the desert point South of Cairo or by 
aeroplane and parachute (actually not the case) 

 
Their self-confessed object was to establish a wireless transmitter in Cairo by means of which 

they could send news of troop movements etc. direct to Rommel’s H.Q. (Which never commenced, 
due to the capture of their counter-station Schildkröte (captured on 27 May 1945 by New Zealanders). 
In this respect they never delivered espionage to anybody!)   

 
They first tool a flat in the Sharia Boursa el Gueduda No. 8, belonging to Mme Therese 

Guillemet known to Eppler during his residence in Egypt (thus before 1938).  But did not suit their 
purposes because the aerial was screened (off) by adjacent buildings. 

 
 They had brought with them English currency in £5, £10, £20 & £50 notes to a total of £3,000.  

One of their principal embarrassments was to change this currency into Egyptian. 
 
In order to get the information which they wanted (but never got)  they started to frequent 

various places of amusements or refreshments in Cairo e.g. Groppis the Continental and the Kit-Kat.  
They posed –“Sandy”(Gerd Sandstede)   as an Englishman or American (he had an English passport in 
the name of Peter Muncaster)(Moncaster?) and Eppler as Hussein Gafaar Bey, brother of Hassan 
Gafaar and son of late Judge Gafaar. (Not noticed his passport was legally valid!)  

 
At the Continental they made friends with Hekmet, the dancer, who took them to spend a night 

on her Dahabia (houseboat on the Nile). They found it most pleasant and asked her whether she could 
not find one for them.  She did and they moved in an erected their aerial and started transmitting. 
(AOB, they never conveyed any information, because there never existed any counter station)  
 
 In the interval of their work they gradually acquired a useful entourage of pimps, money-
changers and so-called friends such as Albert Wahba, Freddie Brohamcha, Gaby Moussa, etc. etc. 
 
 Interrogated closely as to their contacts they expected to make in Egypt they have stated that 
Rrince Abbas Halim was the first but that he could not be approached “because he was being closely 
watched:” their chance of approach was to be through on Hassan, a servant at the Royal Automibile 
Club who, before the war, was employed by Dr. Schrumpf-Pierron, a well known German resident in 
Egypt – now in Libya – and from whom they carried an envelope  with his handwriting on it by which 
they were to prove their bonafides. 
 
 Their transmitter was not working properly (AOB, likely not true, their German counter 
station “Schildkröte” had been captured on 27 May 1942 by the New Zealanders, knocking out the 
two operators Ogfr.Waldemar Weber and Fw.Walter Aberle) and they needed spare parts (??).  
Eppler’s half brother Hassan Gafaar, suggested that a certain Viktor Hauer in the Swedish Legation 
would perhaps know of such parts → 
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And subsequently arranged a meeting between Eppler, Sandy and Hauer at Bardia’s Cabaret, 
English Bridge.  Hauer undertook to help and, in fact, produced a transmitter which, unknown 
to the Swedish Legation authorities, was in the basement of the Legation. (AOB, Legations 
and Embassies constitute always “exterritorial area’s”, were no-one else has jurisdiction than 
the country of origin; even in totalitarian Nazi Germany, they respected this consensus) 
 
 This was duly delivered to them (together with a Mauser pistol and 6 maps of Egypt, 
all of which were found on the Dahabia (houseboat on the Nile)) They say that this transmitter 
was useless (AOB, still bear in mind, that likely their transmitter was operational, but their 
counter-station “Schildkröte” somewhere in the Libyan desert had been captured) and that 
they threw it in the river. (AOB, there is though, a contradiction in this story, as it might have 
been taken away by Anwar Sadat, the later Egyptian President) 
 



 Once more Hauer was approached for other possible providers of wireless parts.  
Incidentally their money was running low and Eppler said he must get away to report and get 
more money – for this also Hauer’s help was needed. 
 
 Hauer suggested that a German woman, Frau Doktor Amer (Ammar), a resident of 
Roda, might be able to help.  They were taken to see her and she promises to do all she could.  
She put Hauer in touch with an Egyptian (whose name has not come out yet),  who in turn put 
Eppler in touch with an Egyptian officer in the Flying Corps (Anwar Sadat the later Egyptian 
President) resident in a bungalow at Heliopolis, whose first name was Hassan. 
 
 Frau Amer (Ammar) (her M.I. 5 index-card being destroyed on 4 September 1959) 
also had them meet Aziz El Masri (Mazri) Pasha. 
 
 Plans were discussed between them for flying Eppler to Rommel and Aziz El Masri 
(Mazri) Pasha also arranged to send for them via a Gestapo transmitter established in Zagazig 
before the war, an S.O.S. to Rommel as to their plight in Egypt.  This was sent and an answer 
expected to be delivered at the Dahabia (houseboat) but meantime the arrests have taken 
place. 
 
 According to Eppler and Sandy (Sandstede) they were deliberately not told of the 
existence of this “Gestapo transmitter” because their job was to send operational intelligence 
whereas the Gestapo transmitter was concerned only with political information: the two 
departments are mutual distrustful and jealous. 
 
 Apart from Eppler and Sandy, who are self-confessed spies, the people under arrest 
who are principally implicated are: 
 
1) Frau Doktor Amer (Ammar), who has admitted she knew Eppler and Sandy were 
German “officers” on espionage work in Egypt and “saw no harm” in helping them.  She 
stands convicted out of her own mouth treason against her own country Egypt and of 
espionage activities against Egypt’s Ally (quite an euphemism for occupation of a Country), 
Great Britain.  She is a most dangerous woman, a brilliant actress and a convincing liar. 
 
2) Hassan Gafaar, who admits he has helped both Eppler (his stepbrother) and Sandy 
(Sandstede).  He told the whole truth as far as he knows it – but he was only let in on a small 
part of the story – and says frankly that “he was so excited to see his brother again in Egypt 
that he never stopped to think”.  This rim? true. 
 
2) Gaby Moussa, who did all – or partially all – of the money-changing through Kevork-
Yirikian, an Armenian antiquary also now in custody.   
  

↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
 
 
 
↓ 
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Description of House Boat on Nile at Agouza. 
 
The furniture is chintz covered and the woodwork is painted pale green.  There are said to be 
hangings on the canvas wall with decorative Egyptian figure friezes. 
Between the two flights of steps which lead to the upper deck is a long wooden chest painted 
pale green.  On top of this stands a radio set, in the middle, sunk in, is a gramophone 
turntable, at each end a cupboard.  Under the turntable is a sheet of felt which Hauer lifted and 
found was hiding a Yale lock.  It is his belief that the transmitter is hiding there.  Hauer states 
that at night there is usually the rear and of the column of vehicles halted about 20 yards away 
from the steps leading down to the boat.  
 
 
 

 
 

Terminated 25 March 2019 
 

To be continued in due course with Part III 
 
 

 
 
  

 
   


