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KV 2/3409 Part II 
AOB, the problem with British Secret Services files, are, the ignorance in respect to correct 
words and names spelling. Highly un-professional, and lacking scientific standards! 

 
To start with – why am I spelling Zuehlsdorff with two ‘ffs’? 

 

 
KV 2/3409-4, page 1 

 
Following his last hand-written signature - the last line clearly indicates that two times the 
character f has been repeated. 
 
What we also learn, is:  That he himself spells his name: Zühlsdorff 
Albeit, that in German writing ü is often being replaced by: ue; as Anglo-Saxon typewriters 
are lacking the option of placing “tremas”; I suppose.  

 
This file - from its origin - never have been considered of historical potency, it therefore 

remains in a third-class copy. 
 

However, without the Gimpel-Colepaugh’s file 
we wouldn’t have known about its existence. 

 
It nevertheless is, in my perception, a unique 

document  
As it describes the pre- and wartime lives of two 

individuals 
whom never have been called for military services. 

 
The reason we will encounter in due course. 

Albeit, that Schneemann served temporarily, legally he wasn’t entitled to handle this way! 
 

All the sections made - are mine, my comments are always expressed between brackets and/or 
blue or red colours. 

Please notice: 
This document is meant for study purposes only, therefore do not multiply its content, as it 

partially still obeys to Crown Copyright. 
 

The F.B.I. interrogations are usually far better recorded and maintained - than the often-
clumsy British Camp 020 and related interrogation reports!  

 
 
 

By Arthur O. Bauer  
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KV 2/3409-3, page 36 

 
XXII. Preparation for Spain 

152.   In Feb 45, Amt VI again moved all its offices, this time from Fürstenwalde into Central 
Germany. Subject was hazy about the exact location of the new headquarters, but recalled that it was 
at a castle in Thüringen (Thuringia), or possibly Saxony (Sachsen), near a town which he could 
identify on a map of Germany.  As before, chief of sections remained in Berlin (Berkaerstrasse) 
(remember pronounce: Berka-erstrasse). 

 
153.   Subject (Zuehlsdorff) now made another trip, of a private nature, to Bamberg to see Walther 
Rendel (Rendell, Rendl).  The Russians were getting close to Berlin, and he had the idea of evacuating 
his wife and child from Potsdam to Bamberg, since this town had been bombed. He failed, however, to 
find any accommodation.  

 
154.   Gross now endeavoured to get a submarine for the trip to South America, but failed; the Navy 
(Kriegsmarine) were unable to spare one of a type suitable for so long a voyage. Subject therefore 
suggested to Gross that he and Schneemann should make ab attempt to reach their destination from 
Spain, travelling to Spain as ordinary passengers. Gross referred the matter to Dr. Päffgen, who agreed 
to the attempt being made.  Preparations now began for this revised project.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 36 + 37 

 
155.   The first requisites were new passports, for evidently it was out of the question that the 
passports they were to use in South America should bear German Exit Permits.  It was decided that 
subject should travel as a Portuguese, Schneemann as a Swiss.  Subject speaks little Portuguese, 
speaks French and, of course, German; neither of them were keen to enter Spain as Germans, nor 
could they have posed very successfully as Spaniards in Spain (due to their apparent South American 
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Spanish accent). They called Noack for assistance, but he told them that he had no equipment left in 
Berlin, that his forging branch had been, or was in process of being, evacuated to central Germany and 
that→ 
 

 
→ there was some doubt as to its whereabouts. It was therefore decided to approach the Abwehr 
forging service (Abteilung G), and they agreed to produce the passport.  Subject was warned that he 
would probably have to wait about two months for his passport, but, as he was very impatient to leave 
Germany, he decided to go himself to the forging office, which was at Marienbad (Czech name 
Marienska Lazne). (Why? Because from origin it concerned a place in Sudetenland, only due to the 
conclusion of WW I - it became under Czech legislation, with interruption)  
KV 2/3409-3, page 37 

 
156.   According to subject, there is only one street in Marienbad, filled with well-known hotels, and ascending a 
slope. At the high end of the street he turned off to the left into a small square, and 500 yards (ca 460 m) further 
on the right, was another hotel taken by the Abwehr.  Here he arrived on 1 March 45; here the forging office was 
housed; and here, in the same building, he stayed.  He saw an Army officer, of the rank of Hptm. (Captain), “a 
very ugly (unpleasant) fellow, typical Army”, who knowing that he was S.D. (S.S. controlled Amt VI) disliked 
him on sight.  Subject asked to have his passport in three days, but was told that it would take a week. However, 
he got it in about four days.  He saw no one else, except a photographer, who took his photograph, and was not 
permitted to see how his passport was prepared.  Fir it, he selected the name” - - Franco Salazar”, in honour of 
the Spanish and Portuguese dictators.  
 
(AOB: What was the difference between Amt VI and the Abwehr; as these had to merge since 12th February 
1944, into what was known as: Mil/Amt? The Abwehr, from its origin, belonged to the O.K.W. It was decided 
that the genuine Abwehr should remain in service to the Wehrmacht - as long as their information gathered had a 
shortly lasting value, which validity lasts hours or a bit more. But, same offices continued to exist. Rudolf Staritz 
told me once: that many of his colleagues have never known that their situations had changed. It was also 
decided, that payments were managed still on behalf of the O.K.W. This had also a logical background. As the 
military, like also other servants, were having a “career-planning” which wasn’t comparable with the SS 
controlled RSHA organisation. As not to hamper careers and according promotions, they remained under control 
of the Wehrmacht organisation. Albeit, that dispositions were controlled by RSHA Amt VI. All it has to be 
noticed: that with time progressing Amt VI servants, received also an equivalent SS rank.)  
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KV 2/3409-3, page 37 

 
157.   The Portuguese passport was well made.  It was of the immigrant type, but the word 
“Immigrant” was deleted and “Ordinary” substituted.  Everything in it was forged, including 
the Spanish transit visa, and even the German Exit Permit (which subsequently proved to be 
lacking in some particular).  In it, subject figured as a Portuguese student or commercial 
employee who had made a trip to Germany before the Allied invasion, travelling by rail from 
Lisbon via Spain and France. 
KV 2/3409-3, pages 37 + 38 

 

 
158.   As soon as the passport was ready on 4 or 5 March 45, subject returned to Berlin. So 
anxious was he to leave Germany that he did not wait for Schneeman’s Swiss passport, which 
was also prepared in Marienbad.  Gross now made a reservation for air travel for him, telling 
him that this would take at least a week or ten days.  He spent the next days partly in Potsdam 
(family), partly in Berlin (Berkaerstrasse). 
(AOB: not widely known, but there existed regular civil passenger flights between the Iberian 
Peninsula, Stockholm and some other destination, managed by the German Lufthansa, up to 
April 1945!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 38 

 
159.   The objects of the mission remained unchanged. It was to be known as “Omer” 
(“Remo” reversed; the name of their foregoing planned undertakings); subject was to be 
“Omer Junior”, Schneemann “Omer senior”.  Subject and Schneemann were to work for 
themselves, with the assistance of the S.D. representative (AOB: likely RSHA Amt IV) in 
Madrid, now they were to get from Spain to South America probably they would go as a 
seaman on a Spanish boat, which case they would probably disembark in Buenos Aires, 
where Padre Fernandez would be useful in providing them with contacts who would help 
them to travel North to the countries where they were to work. (AOB, viewing from the very 
fact that Germany had not yet surrendered) When they left Spain, Madrid could let Berlin 
know, so that arrangements could be made with Walther Rendel (Rendell or Rendl?) (near to 
Bamberg with his 800-watt transmitting station) to start transmitting at a given date.  All their 
equipment would be sent by diplomatic courier to Spain, where they collect it from the 
Germany Embassy.  The pistols would not be included in the equipment, as it was considered 
inadvisable to carry arms in Spain.  Nor would they be provided this time with addresses in 
South America, since Madrid was better informed on such matters and could give them more 
up-to-date information. The same applied to cover addresses in Spain and Portugal, which 
subject asked for. All these arrangements were made hurriedly and in a rather indefinite way.  
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 38 cont. 

 
160.   The war situation in Germany was becoming blacker every day, but Gross, “like a real 
Gestapo man”, was determined to fight to the last.  He had been through a period of extreme 
defeatism, but by now had rallied again.  Immediately after the Kiel expedition was cancelled 
he had planned to form guerrillas to fight the Russians in Berlin, and planned to organize 
caches of food, arms and ammunition in the cellars of bombed houses.  He had also planned 
that hem Schneemann, subject and ‘Chiva’ Sommer (Wieglmayer-de-Sommer KV 2/2865), in 
the guise of South Americans, should open a brothel to attract Russian officers, whom they 
could then kill, presumably by poisoning.  When last heard of, he was moving to Central 
Germany.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 39 

 
161.   On the morning of 12 Mar 45, subject was sent down to Wannsee (Havel Institut) to 
pickup a radio set for the S.D. Amt VI office from the Laboratories (there also were set 
constructed and tested etc.).  While there he received a ‘phone call telling him to return 
immediately since he was to travel on a ‘plane leaving Tempelhof at 1.00 a.m.  Without 
having had time to say goodbye to his wife, and with no luggage, subject went to the airport 
accompanied by Gross, in case of any hitch at the control. It was fortunate that Gross was 
with him for his forged Exit Permit was not in order, and, gross not been able to vouch for 
him, the control officers would have refused leave to embark.     
 
 
 

↓ 
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162.   Subject travelled by Lufthansa, stopping only at Munich for some hours.  He explained 
his lack of luggage by saying that he had just been ‘bombed out’. He had eight fellow-
passengers, of whom most were Germans, apparently on private business, and the remaining 
two, a man and a woman, members of the Spanish Embassy staff in Berlin.  One of the 
passengers embarrassed subject by insisting on trying to speak to him in Portuguese.  After 
this he avoided conversation and did not get to know any other of the passengers. At midnight 
the aircraft landed at Barcelona.  

 
XXIII.   First Period in Spain 

163.Zuehlsdorff had no difficulty at the airport at Barcelona, which was fortunate for him, 
since he appears to have taken very little trouble to think of a convincing ‘cover’-story to 
account for his activities as Franco Salazar.  None of the passengers was interrogated; travel-
documents were collected and returned at the end of about an hour, when the passengers left 
the airport.  
KV 2/3409-3, pages 39 + 40 

 

 
164.Subject spent the night, registering as Franco Salazar, at the Majestic Hotel, in the Paseo 
de Gracia. Here he filled in a Police form and a ration card given him at the airport. The 
following day he looked about the city, and brought a small travelling case, containing 
shaving kit, etc.  he did not wish to be burdened with luggage until he knew where he would 
be staying.  At about 8 o’clock in the evening he took the train to Madrid, travelling first 
class. 
 

↓ 
 
 



8 

 

KV 2/3409-3, page 40 cont. 

 
165.Arriving in Madrid at about mid-day on the following day, 13 May 45, he made his way 
to an address he had been given before leaving Berlin: Lista 72, In the Salamanca district. No 
one was at home, and he had to return several times during the day before meeting the 
occupant.  This was a German girl, Karla (“Corlota”) Band, confidential secretary of the S.D. 
representative (Amt IV?), Krüger (KV 2/978), whose official position was that of Police 
Attaché at the German Embassy.  Later he learned that Carlota Band was the mistress of 
“Carlos Arnold”, (notorious) S.D. agent in Spain, who lived at the same address, Lista 72, and 
was the owner of the apartment.   

 
166.Carlota gave subject an address where he would find a lodging. This was with a family 
named Muñoz, at Caños 4, Madrid.  The family consisted of a mother, son (who gave up his 
room for subject) and daughter.  The son, Alvaro Muñoz, aged about 24, single, had been in 
the Blue Division, and was now employed in the Madrid office of a motion picture company.   
The daughter, Lucia Muñoz, aged about 22, single was employed as a secretary at the offices 
of the Falange’s medical Dept. (Sandidad de la Falange).  The following day, Lucia and 
another girl from her office (to be mentioned), took subject on a shopping expedition to buy 
clothing etc, for himself.  
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 40 + 41 cont. 

 
167.   One of the first people subject went to see, in the first few days in Madrid, was Carlos 
Hertel, the “Slave recruiter”, the man who had first interviewed him when he went to join the 
S.D. (Amt VI) in Berlin.  Hertel was living with a Dutch girl called “Tania” (about whom 
subject knew little) at the address in Calle General Mola (number? – between 4 and 60).  
Hertel, with whom he spent a couple of days, took him to the apartment of his other 
permanent →   

 
→ mistress, Pilar Llopis Masip (or Massp), a woman of about 37, who was in progress of 
getting a divorce, who lived at Hermanos Miralles, Gl. Pilar Llopis’ brother had been 
distributor of Valencia oranges in Germany, and it was through him that Hertel, formerly in 
orange business in Valencia, had met her.  Pilar’s mother lived at Callora, near Valencia.  
Pilar lived on money from her mother from Hertel, and from renting part of her apartment (on 
floor above?).  

 
168.   The occupant of the apartment above (owned by Pilar?) was a girl Maria (“Mary”) 
Subiela, who was introduced to subject and Hertel on the first evening that they went 
together.  After a few cocktails subject became very intimate with her and, about ten days 
later, left his lodging, moved into her apartment, and lived with her for the remainder of his 
stay in Madrid. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 41 

 
169.   Subject withheld ‘Mary’ Subiela’s name and address until his sixth interrogation, 
claiming emphatically that she had no connection with the S.D, and never knew that he was a 
German.  The only other S.D. man she met was Hertel, who told he was a native of Santo 
Domingo, which she believed. Subject told her that he himself was a Republican who was in 
trouble with the Falange and who had to lie low for a while, and made caustic comments 
about Franco on suitable occasions.  When he and Hertel wanted to mention anything of a 
confidential nature in front of herm they spoke English.  
KV 2/3409-3, pages 41 + 42 

 

 
170.   Mary was the daughter of a Spanish General, but was ostracized (disliked) by her 
family because of an early love affair that she had had.  She was the mistress of an older man, 
a Spaniard, who paid for her apartment, but, conveniently for the subject, never visited her 
there. One day, subject suspected that he was suffering from V.D. (venereal disease). Mary 
gave him the address of a doctor, whom she recommended as very good.  Subject saw him – a 
Dr. Jose Luis Sancho, of Polayro 3, Madrid (near the Bilbao Station of the underground) – 
and was relieved to learn that he was free of disease. When he returned to Mary, she told him 
that this doctor was the man who was paying for her apartment and whose mistress she was.  
It was not until the last interrogation that subject was persuaded to reveal the name and 
address of this man, his unwitting host. His motives in trying to suppress it appeared perfectly 
genuine, namely that it would be a catastrophe for Mary if the doctor were ever to learn of her 
deception of him. (AOB, those interrogating must have been aware of the very fact that 
Zuehlsdorff could not be convicted in the U.S.A.; as he never did anything to harm U.S.A. 
interests and didn’t touched their soil! Interrogation actually is a dirty job.)  

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 42 

 
171.   Subject met a number of S.D. agents in Carlota Band’s apartment, Krüger, Hertel, 
Baron von Merck, Carlos Arnold, Joaquin Lopez, and information about them given by 
subject is collated in a later section. At the end of the week, Schneemann arrived from Berlin, 
having travelled without incident on his false Swiss passport as Martin Seeberger.  He had 
been to see subject’s wife at Potsdam, to let her know that he was gone, and now brought a 
letter from her.  He met subject at Carlota’s apartment, and were introduced there to the S.D. 
chief, Krüger. 

 
172.   Krueger arranged for Zuehlsdorff and Schneemann to visit the German Embassy, soon 
after latter’s arrival, to inspect their equipment, which had been sent by diplomatic bag before 
their departure from Berlin.  The went there late at night, taking care to see that they were not 
observed entering the Embassy.  Krüger, as Police Attaché, had an office there; Carlota Band 
was his only assistant, according to subject.  The equipment was kept in a store-room on the 
top floor. When up there, subject recognized the sound of someone working a Morse 
transmitter in another room; he did not discover who was transmitting, nor to whom. 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

 

KV 2/3409-3, pages 42 + 43 

 

 
173.   Subject and Schneemann took from the parcel their money and diamonds, the Leica 
(which Schneemann kept), their poison, their good forged passports, forwarded at subject’s 
request (his own Argentine passport in the name of Juan Vicente Martinez Collins, and 
Schneemann’s Colombian passport, in the name of Juan de Dios Zapata), their previous false 
identity documents, and their microdotted instructions (subject’s in the back of his Argentine 
passport; it is not known where Schneemann’s were concealed; subject states that they never 
spoke of them in Spain).  Subject sent his Portuguese passport back to Germany, but believes 
that Schneemann kept his passport.  The radio transmitter and transformer (for the microdot 
apparatus), the microdot machine, and the bottles of secret ink remained for the present at the 
Embassy, and, in fact, were never used. The pistols, as stated, remained in Germany. 

 
174.   Krüger gave subject and Schneemann Spanish seamen’s identity cards, subjects in the 
name of Angel Fuertes Viteri, Schneemann’s in the name of Angel Blanco Blanco – so that in 
S.D. circles in Madrid they became known as “los dos Angeles”.. Discussions began as to 
how they were to get jobs as crew members on a Spanish ship. It was suggested that subject 
should go as a steward, Schneemann as a stoker, for he had done this before in the past.  
Subject did not relish (delight) travelling with Schneemann, whose Spanish was bad, and 
suggested that they should go on separate ships.  Krüger told them that he would make the 
necessary arrangements. He did not indicate with which shipping company he was hoping to 
get them signed on, but subject understood that they were to have sailed from Bilbao. 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 43 

 

 
175.   Discussions also began on the problem of how to get the radio set and the microdot 
machine across the Atlantic.  The possibilities of bribing Spanish seamen to smuggle them 
across were discussed; than Schneemann suggested the crude idea of hiding them in a piano.  
Subject finally decided that the best way was to have them most inside a large plaster statue 
of the Virgin, which could be sent ostensibly as a pious gift from the Spanish priest to an 
Argentine priest.  He took the measurements of the transmitter and the microdot machine, and 
decided to discard the transformer (use with the microdot machine), which was bulky and 
heavy, and which he considered it would be easy to replace by purchase in South America. 
The transmitter was to stand upright in the body of the statue, while the microdot machine 
was to be moulded in the base. Subject was questioned at length regarding this scheme, but 
affirms that it never got beyond the stage of discussion. Krüger said that he knew a sculptor 
who would make the statue, and subject, and subject understood that he had connections 
among the Spanish clergy, one of whom would be willing to apply for a navicert and 
forwarded the statue as a gift to some colleague in Argentine. Krüger mentioned no names; 
subject did not think that the statue was likely to have been sent to Padre Fernandez of 
Buenos Aires. He is convinced that the statue was never made or sent, because Krüger, as will 
be seen, later had other ideas regarding the use of the transmitter.  

 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 44 cont. 

 
176.   Krüger said that he would give subject address in South America before he left, but 
never did so. On one occasion, subject asked Carlota Band for some addresses, and she lent 
him a small notebook of Krüger’s. This contained some 60 names and addresses, but they 
were all in Spain, and probably many of the names were merely those of personal friends.  
Subject noticed, however, such names as his own, Schneemann’s and those of other S.D. 
personnel in Madrid (AOB, as Krüger was the Police Attaché in Madrid, he must have 
presented (RSHA) Amt IV)  He also saw the names of Wilms (not dealt with in this context); 
an old acquaintance of his in Bogotá, Colombia, employed by Grupo Farmacético, at present 
in Valencia, Spain (name forgotten); Wahlen, a Sofindicus employee, who had travelled on 
the same ‘plan as Schneemann from Berlin; Bernhardt, a Sofindicus manager; and other 
Germans which, though pressed he cannot recall. 
KV 2/3409-3, pages 44 + 45 

 
 

177.   A period of further waiting and delay now began, subject spending a good deal of time 
with Mary Suebiela, and talking with S.D. personnel at Carlota Band’s apartment. For the 
rest, he went to theatres, cinemas and bull-fights and spent a good deal of money. 
Schneemann had been given a lodging with another Spanish family, a mother and daughter, 
named Serra, at Calle Ggeneral Pardiñas 57.  The daughter, Maria Serra, like Lucila Muñoz, 
was employed by the Sandidad de la Falange.  Schneemann tried to intimate with herm but 
she was not interested, and he spent a lot of time sitting around and drinking cafés. He had no 
other girl-friend.  
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 45 cont. 

 
178.   Neither subject nor Schneemann drew any funds whilst in Madrid; they were expected 
to support themselves from the money and diamonds given by Berlin. On arrival in Spain, 
subject had 1,000 Swiss francs and $2,000 (U.S.) still sewn (stitched) in his belt. He soon 
removed this latter sum, threw away the belt and converted the dollars to pesetas.  From 
Embassy he drew his remaining $8,000, his 47 diamonds, and a ring containing 26 small 
diamonds (valued in Madrid at 5,100 ptas).  He and Schneemann, in preparation for their trip 
now had their diamonds made into jewellery.  

 
179.   Schneemann had a bracelet and some rings made. Subject had 36 diamonds set in 
platinum cuff-links, nine small diamonds set in a ring, and one small diamond in another.  He 
later gave one of these rings to Mary Subiela. One to Lucila Muñoz, and sold the S.D. ring in 
Valencia for 3,500 ptas.  The value of the cuff-links and two rings was about 30,000 ptas., and 
he gave the jeweller one small diamond for his work and paid him 5,000 ptas, for the 
platinum. Subject mentioned that Gross had drawn the jewellery from a store near Frankfurt, 
and that it arrived in envelopes showing valuations made during the 1914-18 war (AOB, not 
unlikely once Jewish possessions). Subject also bought a Patek Phillipe gold wrist-watch and 
bracelet for 12,900 ptas. The watch, the cuff-links and 679 Argentine pesos were still in his 
possession at the time of his arrest, and he paid 29,000 ptas. On Black Market for his passage. 
He therefore spent the remainder of his $10,000 on living expenses, travel, new clothing and 
entertainment in Spain, on board ship and ashore in Lisbon. These expenses ere analyzed in 
some detail during interrogation. 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 45 

 
180.   In this manner second part of March and the first part of April 1945 were passed. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 46 

 
XXV The Collapse of Germany 

181.   During April, news from Germany became increasingly black, culminating in the report 
of Hitler’s death. Cables to Krüger no longer arrived from Germany, but from Prague in 
Czechoslovakia (by then still: Protektorat Böhmen und Mähren).  Where part of the S.D. 
(think of Amt IV less of Amt VI) had moved; the last received, to subject’s knowledge, was 
in April – a reply to a query sent on his behalf concerning his wife’s health.  So far as subject 
knows, no funds or instructions were received after April. S.D. activity became paralysed, and 
preparations for the mission were overshadowed by preoccupation with the impending 
national doom.  Krüger had from some time expressed doubts as to the utility of the mission, 
and finally, when collapse came, it was decided to call it off.  

 
182.Shortly before the German surrender, the Embassy in Madrid was closed. Subject heard 
that 30,000,000 (thirty million) pesetas in gold and securities was handed over to the Spanish 
Government. This did not, however, include S.D. funds. All agents stationed in Spain were 
given six month’s salary, told, for lack of instructions, to consider their contacts terminated, 
and asked to provide for themselves.  This did not, of course, apply to agents not stationed in 
Spain, such as subject and Schneemann.  After this distribution, subject believes, Krüger kept 
the remaining funds for his own use, but it is doubtful if these were very large. 
 
 
 

↓ 
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183.   Two or three days before the closing of the Embassy, Krüger began moving all the files and 
equipment lodged in his office, including the transmitter and micropunkt (=dot) machine previously 
intended for subject’s mission. Subject did not help him to move, since he was not anxious to be seen 
near the Embassy.  He had paid only two visits there, once to receive part of his equipment, once to 
take measurements for making the statue. Subject does not know to where Krüger moved the 
equipment; he thinks not to Carlota’s apartment, nor to Krüger’s private residence in Madrid (the 
address of which subject never allowed to know).  He thinks the most likely place was a “hide-out” 
reputed to be somewhere in the country some 20 miles from Madrid. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 47 

 
184.   S.D. morale in Madrid sank to zero; the personnel sat around talking in a bewildered and 
disconsolate fashion, doing nothing.  Krüger first conceived the idea of starting a Free Germany 
broadcasting station, to sustain morale in Germany and keep the troops fighting. For this he intended 
to use subject’s 80 watt transmitter (!), and was anxious to enlist his aid, and that of Baron von Merck, 
to act as operators, writers and commentators. 

 
185.   Later Krüger conceived the idea of starting a world-wide anti-Communist organization, no 
longer specifically Nazi in character. His intention was to enlist the financial aid of wealthy and 
influential Spaniards and then extend the organization to other countries.  He planned to make the 
organization of secret nature, and to invest in the ritual on the lines of Freemasonry.  This idea was to 
“open the eyes of the world to what the Soviets are up to”. The only specific enterprize he mentioned 
was to publish an anti-Communist book of some 200-300 pages reported to be written by the Pope.  



18 

 

This book was in Toledo, though subject does not know in whose hands it was, nor in what language it 
was written. Krüger proposed to start his society in Madrid and to enlist the aid of subject and others.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 47 cont. 

 
186.   Subject and other S.D. members who listed to the scheme of Krüger’s were generally in 
sympathy with it, but had few ideas to offer. The general opinion appeared to be that Krüger had 
neither the personality nor the status to be chief of such an organization. Subject claims to be bitterly 
anti-Soviet himself, as the result of propaganda and atrocity stories he had heard from German 
refugees, but in interrogators opinion, none of his political notions are more than skin-deep. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 47 + 48 

 

 
187.   Rumours began to circulate at about this time that the Spanish Police were drawing up lists of 
Germans in Madrid for arrest.  Subject had been constantly anxious himself to get to South America, 
but Krüger continued to insist that his trip would now be pointless, and that he needed him for work in 
Spain. Subject therefore decided, after a spell of intense depression, that he would try to organize the 
trip for himself, and, on the pretext that he wished to change his residence for a short time to avoid 
possible arrest in Madrid, left for Barcelona on or about 14 May 45. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 48 

 
188.   He travelled by train to Valencia, to avoid the possibility of recognition by the police 
control on the Madrid-Barcelona line – since he had previously travelled as Portuguese, 
Franco Salazar, and now a Spaniard, Angel Fuertes Vitri.  He spent a couple days in Valencia, 
staying at Hotel Valencia, sold the diamond ring, already mentioned, visited the exhibition 
that was being held there at the time, and went out with Pilar Llopis, whose mother’s home 
was near Valencia, and who was there on a visit, arranging with a local solicitor for her 
divorce proceedings.  
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 48 

 
XXVI. S.D. members met in Madrid 

189.   The following additional information regarding S.D. members in Madrid was given by 
subject:- 
(1)   Krüger Christian name, private address and martial status unknown. Subject described 
him as “atypical bureaucrat; only 34-35, but old in his way of living”.  Subject believes that 
he had been stationed in Madrid for long, though his secretary, Carlota Band, had been there 
for about two years. After closing of the Embassy he remained in Madrid, and so far as 
subject knows, is still there. A fortnight before subject left Spain, Carlota Band spoke to him 
on the telephone (number unknown). The last time subject saw him was before he left for 
Barcelona in May (14th via Valencia). 
KV 2/3409-3, page 52 

 
XXVII. Preparations in Barcelona 

194.   On arriving in Barcelona on or about 16 May 45, Zuehlsdorff at once set about planning 
how to get to South America. This time he stayed at the Hotel Urbis, registering as Angel 
Fuertes Viteri. What story he told on registering with the police is not known. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, pages 52 + 53 

 

 
195.   The first person whom he approached for assistance was Jose Maria Hierro, son of a 
Barcelona manufacturer. Hierro is thoroughly pro-German, fought against Russians in the 
Spanish Civil War, and was aware that subject was in the German I.S. Subject had met him in 
Madrid through Mary Subiela and Pilar Llops, both friends of his.  His father’s factory 
produces industrial needles and appliances for carding and weaving: C. Hierro Gutierrez, 
Fábrica de Peines, Lizos – Pasaje Bosch-Labrus, 12 y 14, Barcelona (S.M.). A catalogue of 
the firm is among subject’s papers.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 53 

 
196.   Hierro told subject that he might be able to get him a Cuban passport, and introduced 
him to an impoverished Cuban (born of Spanish parent in Cuba, and not recognized as a 
Cuban by the Spanish Government), whose name he failed to recall.  This individual was 
employed as clerk by a Swiss firm who had a stand at the Barcelona exhibition then being 
held. Subject described him as small, aged about 27, dirty, dark and apparently half-starved 
(starving). He told subject that he thought he could get a Cuban passport for himself from the 
Cuban Consulate if he made out that he wished to be repatriated to Cuba himself.  For this 
service he asked 10,000 pesetas.  Subject paid him 1,000 pesetas on account. His intention 
was to remove the Cuban photo from the passport substitute his own, forge the Consular seal, 
and travel himself in the Cuban name.  he was expected to send the passport back to its owner 
when he arrived. If his passport had been available subject intended to destroy his forged 
Argentine passport; it failed to materialize, however.  
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 53 

 
197.   In the meantime subject busied himself with visits to the Barcelona Exhibition, talked 
with many of the stall-holders, told that I was going to South America and offered to sell or 
advertise their products. A number of them gave me printed advertisements, folders and 
business cards, which would, he hoped, in the event of passing any control, give the 
documents an air of respectability upon submission to censorship, and support his proposed 
‘cover’-story that he was on a business trip as agent for several firms.  Subject had decided by 
now to abandon the idea of travelling as a seaman and to travel in comfort as a first-class 
passenger on one of the Ibarra line ships.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 53 + 54 

 

 
198.   By the last week of June, the Cuban had still failed to produce a passport, and subject, 
knowing the S.S. Cabo de Buena Esperanza was to sail in July, decided to try to use his 
forged Argentine passport. This passport had expired in January, however, and, it will be 
recalled, showed him as having in Venezuela from the Argentine. He first, therefore, to 
explain his arrival in Spain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3509-3, page 54 

 
199.   He now (about 21 Jun 45) boldly presented himself to the Barcelona Police, with forged 
Argentine Passport and Venezuelan Identity Card, and stated that he had arrived from 
Venezuela as a stoway on a Venezuelan tanker, disembarking at Lisbon, taking the train for 
the Spanish frontier getting out of the train before arrival at Valencia de Alcántara, and 
making his way across the frontier on foot.  He added that he now wished to get back to 
Argentine.  This story appears to have been accepted on its face value; subject was placed 
under ‘libertad vigilada’, issued with an identity card and ration card, told to report weekly to 
the Police station nearest to his hotel, and urged to get his Argentine papers in order (his 
passport was expired!) On reporting to the Police as instructed he was photographed and 
fingerprinted once again, this time as Juan Martinez Collins (according is forged expired 
passport). With the change of identity he now moved from Hotel Urbis to the Hotel Principe. 

 
200.   Some days later, on 26 June 45m subject presented himself at the Argentine Consulate 
in Barcelona. Before doing so, he removed the microdots from the back of the passport, 
shaking them out, and re-gummed the last page, which he had opened with a pencil. He states 
that he did this seated at a table in the Café Parador del Hidalgo in the Paseo de Gracia, 
opposite the Majestic Hotel; that he wrapped the microdots in a piece of cigarette paper and 
burned them. The glue for the re-gumming the passport he obtained from his hotel when he 
got back there.   
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 54 

 

 
201.   At the Argentine Consulate he told the same story that he had told the Barcelona Police, 
and was again believed. He saw the Chancellor, the girl who made out the new passport and, 
for a few moments, the Consul.  He received somewhat frigidly at first, since he had given the 
impression that he wished to be repatriated at the Consulate’s expense.  When he stated that 
he was willing to pay his own passage, having made some money on the Black Market, the 
Consular officials, previously rather anxious to get rid of him, were glad to assist him on his 
journey. (It is to be noted that this is subject’s own account)!  Besides his forged passport he 
produced his forged Venezuelan Identity Card and forged membership card of the Argentine 
Automobile Club.  The following day, 27 Jun 45, he was issued with a new Argentine 
Passport, No. 15/1945/Barcelona/27 Jun 45, in the name of Juan Vicente Martinez Collins, 
Argentine subject, the remaining details being copied from the passport made in Germany. 
Subject was greatly relieved to find that various errors passed unnoticed. (AOB, the US 
interrogators noticed his forged passport; but this passport was not forged at all, it was 
genuine and valid!) 

 
202.   On 30 Jun 45 subject was issued with Spanish Exit Permit No. 1237/Barcelona. His 
next step was to visit the offices of the Ibarra Co. in Barcelona to apply for a passage.  He was 
asked to make a deposit of 6,000 ptas. (refunded when his passage was finally paid for), and 
told that, being a foreigner, he would have to pay for his passage (12,100 ptas) in U.S. dollars 
or Portuguese escudos.  This placed him in a difficulty, for by then he had no dollars left. He 
was therefore told to make application to the Instituto de Moneda Extranjera in Madrid for a 
permit to pay for his passage in pesetas. 
 

↓ 
 



24 

 

 
KV 2/3409-3, page 55 

 
204.   In the first week of July, subject returned to Madrid, to make his application to the 
Instituto de Moneda Extranjera, and to announce his intention to leave Spain to Krüger and 
others. 
 
KV 2/3409-3, page 56 

 
XXVIII. Return to Madrid 

205.   Calling at the Instituto de Moneda Extranjera, Zuehlsdorff told a yarn (story) to the 
effect that a friend in Lisbon had promised to pay his passage there in escudos, but had let 
him down at the last minute and that unless he received permission to pay for his passage in 
pesetas he would miss his ship and forfeit (loss) his deposit to the Ibarra Co.  He was told that 
his application would be considered.  

 
206.   Subject declares that he wanted to see Krüger and tell him honestly that he was going.  
He called Carlota Band, who phoned Krüger to let him know that subject wanted to see him. 
Krüger told her to ‘phone him again next day, to make an appointment; but when she did so, 
there was no reply.  She tried again several times at intervals during subjects stay in Madrid, 
but there was never a reply, and they therefore assumed that Krüger was out of town (or had 
been arrested in the meantime).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 56 

 
207.   Carlotta announced to subject that Schneemann and Arnold had been arrested during 
his (Zuehldorff’s) absence. Schneemann was in the Carabanchel jail, Arnold (as stated earlier) 
at the Direccion General de Seguridad.  It appears that Schneemann had got drunk, flashed his 
jewellery around and talked too much to the public.  As a result, two policemen called on him 
of being a German posing as a Spaniard.  Schneemann admitted that he was, and began 
bragging (arrogant). The policemen then told him that they would have to arrest him pending 
enquiries. On the way to the police station, one of them made a pretext for leaving the other 
one alone with Schneemann in a café, and this policeman then told him that, if it made worth 
his while, he would let him go.  Schneemann gave him the valuable Leica issued for his 
mission, and a diamond or emerald ring, and was set at liberty.  Later he became indignant 
(outraged) at the flagrant way in which he had been bribed, and, having been told by a friend 
that he had only to lodge a complaint against the two policemen to regain his property, called 
at a police station. Without being asked, he produced his Spanish seamen’s papers, and, being 
immediately detected as an imposter (fraud) because of his bad Spanish, was rearrested on the 
spot. (AOB, somewhere in Part I was noticed about Schneemann, and I already expressed his, 
say it mildly, damm mad habits) 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 57 

 
208.   It has recently been learned in this office (F.B.I.) that Schneemann has now been released. It is 
difficult to assess the likelihood of Schneemann attempting to cross the Atlantic. The fact of 
Zuehlsdorff’s arrest having been broadcast by the U.S. authorities in the interim evidently makes it 
less probable.  Schneemann whilst in Madrid, appears to have vacilitated between rejoining his wife in 
Germany (his most frequent wish) and renewing life with his “wife” in Colombia.  Subject considers 
that he definitely abandoned all idea of carrying out the mission and was no longer anxious to get to 
South America.  After the collapse of Germany he spoke of trying to make his way back there on a 
motorcycle. What is left of his equipment is unknown to subject. Subject has written to him when he 
first went to Barcelona in May, suggesting that they should join him, but had received no reply. He did 
not see him again.  

 
209.   Whilst in Madrid subject saw Hertel, Pilar Llopis and Mary Subiela (his girl-friend), 
saying goodbye to the last named. In view of his changed identity, he did not live with her 
whilst in Madrid, but stayed at the Hotel Florida in Plaza Callao. Since he could not contact 
Krüger, he asked Carlota band to tell Arnold that he was going, that he wanted to get back to 
Colombia, that he would do what he could in the matter of sending economic and political 
reports and would be glad to assist in anti-Communist activities.  He wanted Arnold to give 
his approval, to explain the position to Krüger, and to speak on his (subject’s behalf, since 
Arnold and Krüger are very friendly. Carlota was visiting Arnold in Jail two or three times a 
week, and brought back word that he approved of subject’s departure. Subject admitted that it 
is possible did not know of his departure, and probable that he would not have approved it.  
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 57 

 
210.   Carlota, as mentioned, gave subject cover address to correspond with Krüger, and 
subject arranged that he would send a cable to notify his safe arrival, and later, when all 
censorship had ceased, correspond by ordinary air mail, and carry out whatever instructions 
he might be given. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 58 

 
211.   Subject admits that he was very anxious to part with the S.D. on good terms, for fear 
that they should turn vindictive and arrange for him to be arrested.  He also admitted several 
times that, although his main personal idea was to get back to Colombia, see his brother and 
start a new life in business, he was quite prepared to perform what work for the S.D. that he 
could.  At his last interrogation he said that, once settled in Colombia, he did not seriously 
intend to communicate with the S.D. again.  Although the fact of his practically embezzling 
considerable S.D. funds, his evident lack of all loyalty, and his marked inability to perverse 
for long anything undertaken, lend some colour to that remark, it was in contradiction of at 
least three previous statements.  

 
212.   His ideas as to what he intended to do in the way of work or business in Colombia were 
vague; he spoke of running a café, or obtaining agencies, but evidently he intended to be 
guided mainly by his brother’s advice.  He asserts that his brother knows nothing of his I.S. 
activities. In a year or two he intended to send for his wife and children. regarding the 
addresses in South America that he had been given in Berlin, he claims that, if all had gone 
well for him, he would not have used any of them, since he has plenty of old friends in 
Colombia. It may be recalled, however, the most addresses were not in Colombia. 

 
↓ 



28 

 

KV 2/3409-3, page 58 

 
213.   Carlota Band was very cast down by Arnold’s arrest, and nothing seemed to be 
happening in Madrid. She said nothing of her future plans, and was apparently living on her 
savings and the six month’s salary she had been paid. (AOB, when the German Embassy in 
Madrid had to close down, due to Germany’s surrender, most employees received a six 
months’ salary payment)   Subject told her that he would like 20,000 pesetas of his remaining 
money forwarded to South America, to avoid the risk of having it discovered and impounded 
on the way if he carried it with him.  Carlota said that she could arrange this through a contact 
in the Argentine Embassy in Madrid (whose name is possibly Ceballos).  Subject asked her to 
make the arrangement and promised to send her a remittance for the amount when he returned 
to Barcelona.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 59 

 
214.  When Carlota heard that subject was proposing to travel on the Cabo de Buena 
Esperanza via Trinidad, she tried her best to persuade him not to run a risk.  The Trinidad 
control, she told him, was very strict, and suspects were known to have their baggage taken to 
pieces, their matrasses ripped apart, and their cabins totally dismantled. .. Subject argued, 
however, that although, thanks to Gimpel and Colepaugh (https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-
colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm ), the British probably had his description, it would be practically 
impossible, even if his arrival were expected, to pick out among hundreds of her passengers. 
He has always been very interested in conjuring (illusions) and sleight of hand, and it may 
have been this experience (and the obvious fact that he is a brazen and practised liar) (AOB, 
aren’t all spies, great liars?) that gave him complete confidence in his ability to fool the 
Trinidad Control. 
 

↓ 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm
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KV 2/3409-3, page 59 cont. 

 
215.   By the end of the week, subject had still not received the awaited authorization from the 
Instituto de Moneda Extranjera, and on 12 July 45, returned to Barcelona. This time travelling 
by air. 

 
XXIX.     Last Days in Barcelona 

216.On his return to Barcelona, Zuehlsdorff again changed his hotel, staying this time at 
Hotel Oriente. 

 
217.  Still lacking the permit to pay for his passage in pesetas, he called at the Ibarra Co.’s 
office, spoke of his predicament to one clerk, and was reminded that the Cabo de Buena 
Esparanza due to sail in a week’s time. The following day an Italian Black Marketeer (name 
unknown) called at his hotel, mentioned that he had heard of his difficulties from a friend in 
the Ibarra office, and offered, for 28,500 pesetas, to arrange for the payment of his passage in 
escudos at the Ibarra Lisbon office. Fearful of missing the ship, subject accepted the offer. 
The only additional information that he could give concerning the Italian was that he lived 
wholly by Black Market activities, and sold Dunhill lighters made in Barcelona. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 60 

 
218.The following day, subject received a letter from the Instituto de Moneda Extranjera, 
dated 12 Jul 45, authorizing him, “in view of the special circumstances” that he had explained 
to them, to make payment for his passage in pesetas, i.e. by purchasing the requisite U.S. 
dollars through a bank of bankers. This was now too late, however, for to make the payment 
in his manner would seemingly have taken about a fortnight. 
 
 

↓ 
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219.   Calling at the British Consulate-general in Barcelona, subject received his navicert 
without difficulty.  On his form of declaration he declared his 36 diamonds simply as “A pair 
of diamonds cuff-links; value 1,000 ptas.” (The true value was about 25,000 ptas.)  
KV 2/3409-3, page 60 

 
220.   Feeling doubtful about the advisability of landing in the Argentine, in view of the 
wholly false particulars on his (genuine) passport, subject called at the Venezuelan Consulate 
in Barcelona to enquire about the possibility of getting a transit visa to Colombia.  He was 
told that he would first have to get a Colombian visa.  He called the Colombian Consulate in 
Barcelona, but was told that he would first have to produce a certificate from a Venezuelan 
authority or firm guaranteeing his travel expenses through Venezuela.  This seemed rather 
complicated, and subject changed his mind. It would be best, he considered, to keep his story 
as simple as it could be; that he was an Argentine returning to Argentina.  This was what he 
had told the Spanish Police, the Argentine Consulate and the British Consulate, and this 
information, for all he knew, might have been forwarded to Trinidad, where the presence of a 
Venezuelan or Colombia visa in his passport might arouse comment. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, pages 60 + 61 

 

 
221.   A couple of days before he was due to sail, subject received a letter from Joaquin Lopez Mier, 
dated 17 July 45 in Madrid.   This was couched in cryptic language, and told him that Carlota had 
arranged, as he had asked for, 20,000 ptas. (“20 packets”) to be sent to a Sra. Delia Ceballos de 
Gutierrez, at Canning 2455, Buenos Aires. (Understood to be wife or close relative of contact in the 
Argentine Embassy).  This he could collect by presenting an enclosed’ (which, however, was not 
enclosed).  It asked him send Carlota the promised remittance urgently, since she had already handed 
over the amount to her sender. It spoke of démarches the writer had made on subject’s behalf with the 
Instituto de Moneda Extranjera, and told him that a letter from the Instituto was already on the way. It 
also informed him that Carlos Arnold was still ‘on holiday’ (- in jail), and concluded by wishing 
subject good luck.  The text of this letter will be found in … 

 
222.   Since, owing to the Black Market price he had had to pay for his passage, subject could no 
longer afford to send any money to Argentine, he wrote to Carlota from Cadiz (when he was already 
an route), signing his letter “Angel”, advising her to get her money back from the Argentina (? 
Attaché) who had undertaken to forward it.  Whether she was able to do so, or whether any money 
was forwarded, is not known. 

 
223.   A day before subject’s departure, Hierro asked him to take a third-party letter to one 
José Payró, Victoria 978 Esc e, Buenos Aires.  This illiterate missive does not appear to be of 
any interest. Subject commented that he trusted Hierro not to give him anything to carry that 
might get him into difficulties. 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 61 cont. 

 
224.   Subject had by now destroyed the whole of the minor equipment issued to him for his mission, 
with the exception of the poison for self-destruction, which was still concealed in the bridgework of 
his lower jaw.  He had got rid of the other poison in Madrid, very soon after hearing from Carlota of 
its excessively dangerous nature.  He states that he dropped it down the street drain late at night.  For 
the benefit of Trinidad, he destroyed O.W.I. card, Venezuelan Identity Card, and Argentine 
Automobile Club card. How he disposed of his forged Argentine passport (his German product? His 
Barcelona passport was not false and genuine!), his money and valuable, and the micropunks has 
already been described, and no other equipment had been issued him in Spain. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 62 

 
225.   On 20 July 45 subject sailed on the S.S. (Steam Ship) Cabo de Buena Esperanza from 
Barcelona. 

 
XXX.   Arrest at Trinidad and Conclusion 

226. On board ship subject’s contacts do not appear to have presented exceptional interest. He 
cultivated the Spanish police officials, thus thinking to avert any possible curiosity of their part about 
himself.  He also cultivated diplomats, thinking how useful they might be to him. 

 
227.Thusm he cultivated the Argentine Minister, Señor Perez Quesada, who was on his way 
to Colombia, and was interested in subject’s account of the country.  When subject was 
arrested, Señor Perez Quesada, believing him an Argentine, immediately interested himself, 
and wished to ask him questions. F.S.O. intervened. However, and he remained satisfied with 
the information that, though subject was not an Argentine, the passport on which he was 
travelling was genuine and issued in good faith by the Consul in Barcelona. 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 62 cont. 

 
228.    He also cultivated the Argentine 1st Secretary, Hector Madero, who warned him that, 
unless he could produce his Cartilla Mititar on arrival in the Argentine, he would have to 
report to the military authorities within 48 hours, and would be liable for service. Subject, 
who on embarkation had ben prepared, if not willing, to disembark in Buenos Aires, now 
decided that, with or without visas, he would somehow go ashore at Porto Cabello, 
Venezuela, and try to persuade the authorities to let him apply there for a Colombian visa, 
which he thought he could get on the strength of having a brother there. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 63 

 
229.   He hoped that another ship-board acquaintance might be useful here: Angarita Arvelo, 
the Venezuelan diplomat (subject of a recent cable), and brother (?) of the Venezuelan 
President.  He claims that he did not reveal himself as a German to Angarita, nor did Angarita 
reveal himself as Germanophile.  To his disappointment, Angarita left the ship at Trinidad to 
continue his journey to Chile by air. 

 
230.Subject shared a cabin with Alfredo R. de la Fuente, bearded Argentine ex-diplomat, embarked at 
Lisbon, who had recently been in Germany and formerly Italy. Subject considered him very 
Communistic, and was annoyed because he woke him up at midnight to read articles to him about a 
Society to protect Civilization from War. Subject did not tell him, nor any other passenger, that he had 
been in Germany.  This gentleman appeared most alarmed when subject had been arrested, but there 
was no indication that he was anything more than a shipboard acquaintance. His various other contacts 
on board are hardly worth recording. 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 63 cont. 

 
231.   In Lisbon subject went ashore with another diplomatic passenger, Alfonso Lizasoain 
Henriquez, Chilean Air Attaché.  His only contacts in Lisbon, where he went on a sightseeing 
tour, appear to have been young ladies of easy virtue. 

 
232.   Shortly after leaving Lisbon, subject began to feel nervous about Trinidad Control, and 
threw out of the porthole the capsule of poison that he had carried concealed in his 
bridgework since Kiel (Feb 45). He also began to feel anxious about his diamonds. 
KV 2/3409-3, pages 63 + 64 

 

 
233.   During the whole of the four days of the Control, subject conducted himself with the 
utmost complacency (satisfaction) and confidence. He aroused no suspicion at his preliminary 
examination, thanks to his genuine passport and perfect Spanish, and his documents appeared 
innocuous (safe). His story was that he had spent his childhood in the Argentine, but most of 
his life in Colombia; that he was representative in the Argentine of several Spanish firms, e.g. 
Casa Bombas prat, and C. Hierro Gutierrez; that he was returning now from a trip to Spain to 
endeavour to obtain further agencies; that he had been in Spain since January 1945m having 
crossed in the S.S. Monte Albertia; that his address in Buenos Aires would be Belgrano 2020, 
and that he would be remaining indefinitely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-4, page 64 cont. 

 
234.   On the third day of the Control, the crew-member Enrique Mera Jimenez, who had been 
sent for concerning another matter, mentioned to Security Control that one of the passengers 
in Cabin No. 2 had asked for a pot of gum from the purser’s office “to stick on some labels”.  
When Mera went to the cabin to take back the gum, the passenger had looked rather guilty 
and said that he had not yet finished with it.  On the strength of this incident, a special search 
of the cabin was ordered, since it seemed likely that there might be some object gummed to 
the bottom of a piece of furniture.  This passenger was Zuehlsdorff, though he not yet had 
been recognized. During the thorough search that followed, he endeavoured to make fun of 
the searchers, keeping up a flow of wise-cracks in American. Nothing of interest was 
discovered, although the diamond cuff-links were picked out by a Security H.C.O. and 
offered for inspection to a Contraband Control Officer. Subject subsequently admitted that he 
had been trying to hide the diamonds by sticking them underneath his bedside table.   

 
235.   On the fourth day, when subject’s scheme for getting through the Control was within an 
ace of success, he has been seen, recognized, arrested and removed from the ship in a manner 
narrated in the introduction (covered in our Part I). Thus was his wholly abortive career as a 
agent (which actually he was no longer) brought to a fitting end. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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236.Since his first meeting with Hermkes in July 1943, the motives for all subject’s actions 
appear to have been consistent and three-fold: patriotism, tempered by strong regret at ever 
having left Colombia; fear and a powerful desire to ‘get out of it all’, justified by the 
reflection that, although he had apparently deserted wife and children, he was “more use to 
them alive in South America that dead in Germany:;  keen interest in espionage work –
“perhaps I read too many detective stories, he said.  

 
237.The weakness of Zuehlsdorff’s character have been indicated; vanity (pride), cynicism, 
self-pity and crookedness (illegality). To what extent he may have falsified our supressed 
details of his narrative remains to be determined – by our American colleagues. (F.B.I.)  
 
Trinidad 18 Sep 45. (AOB, since this stage we know that we have noticed not the results of 
interrogations on behalf of the U.S. FBI, but by a British Intelligence Corps Officer) 
(AOB, another point – I had already noticed that the language spelling was English and not 
American like) 
KV 2/3409-4, page 60 

 
3. refusal to permit visit or to answer possible enquiries on confirming presence new detainee 
there would be embarrassing whilst any definite (Knowledge?) (Matter?) might prejudice 
future use of information. 
 
(AOB, British Secret Services have rather poor records/traditions, in obeying to the 
International Red Cross- and according Geneva Conventions!) 
 
AOB: Going through, some of the remaining and accessible sources, a quite depressive 
reflection is remaining. Is a war and according intelligence - a fair metier? I don’t think so. 
Then though on the winning side - thoughts about themselves being near to God, but were 
they? I think, No! They lived their triumph, but got rather dirty hand themselves, in the 1950s 
and 1960s and thereafter, still a black aspect on their soles! 

Part II,  
herewith being concluded. 

27 August 2020 


