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KV 2/3409 

Johannes (Hans) Rudolf Zuehlsdorff 
Martin Christian Johannes Schneemann 

PF 601755 
Wilms actually isn’t really dealt with within this document. 
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KV 2/3409-2 Part I 
AOB, the problem with British Secret Services files, are, the ignorance in respect to correct 
words and names spelling. Highly un-professional, and lacking scientific standards! 

 
To start with – why am I spelling Zuehlsdorff with two ‘ffs’? 

 

 
KV 2/3409-4, page 1 

 
Following his last hand-written signature - the last line clearly indicates that two times the 
character f has been repeated. 
 
What we also learn, is:  That he himself spells his name: Zühlsdorff 
Albeit, that in German writing ü is often being replaced by: ue; as Anglo-Saxon typewriters 
are lacking the option of placing “tremas”; I suppose.  

 
This file - from its origin - never have been considered of historical potency, it therefore 

remains in a third-class copy. 
 

However, without the Gimpel-Colepaugh’s file 
we wouldn’t have known about its existence. 

 
It nevertheless is, in my perception, a unique 

document  
As it describes the pre- and wartime lives of two 

individuals 
whom never have been called for military services. 

 
The reason we will encounter in due course. 

Albeit, that Schneemann served temporarily, legally he wasn’t entitled to handle this way! 
 

All the sections made - are mine, my comments are always expressed between brackets and/or 
blue or red colours. 

Please notice: 
This document is meant for study purposes only, therefore do not multiply its content, as it 

partially still obeys to Crown Copyright. 
 

The F.B.I. interrogations are usually far better recorded and maintained - than the often-
clumsy British Camp 020 and related interrogation reports!  

 
Therefore, I have decided to start with KV 2/3409 section 2 (KV 2/3409-2) 

 
By Arthur O. Bauer  
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KV 2/3409-2, page 57 

 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

United States department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Personal Confidential 
Lieutenant Colonel F. Seal Coon 
British Defence Security Officer  
Port of Spain, Trinidad, B.W.I. (British West Indies?)   
 
Dear Colonel Seal Coon: 
 Special Agent Francis M. Fawcett of the Bureau has called to my personal attention 
the excellent work performed by Captain Richard Blatchley of your office in connection with 
the identification and apprehension of Hans Rudolf Christian Zuehlsforff. 
 As you know, this case has been considered a most important one, and has been 
receiving constant attention.  The alertness of Captain Blatchley in identifying Zuehlsdorff 
has neutralised a dangerous (AOB, oh those children!) German agent and undoubtedly saved 
considerable time and work that would have been necessary to ultimately apprehend him. 
 
 I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation 
you and your staff have extend to the Bureau and I would appreciate your conveying to 
Captain Blatchley my congratulations for the fine work in his case. 
      Sincerely yours, 
     Signed J. Edgar Hoover 
(AOB, they do not yet grasp what kind of nonsense they are talking about!)  
 

↓ 



4 

 

 
Liaison Officer 

American Consulate 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 

August 18, 1945 
Lieutenant Colonel F. Seal coon 
British Defense Security Officer 
Bretton Hall 
Port-of-Spain 
Trinidad, British West Indies 
Dear Colonel: 
 Acting on cabled instructions from my headquarters in Washington with which you 
are in agreement, I herewith make formal demand for delivery of: 
 A:    Body (!) of Johannes Rudolf Christian Zuehlsdorff (Corduan)  
 B:    All his luggage and effects in his possession 
 C:    His money and valuables 
 D:    Any original documents written by him since his arrival in Trinidad. 
 
     Very truly yours, 
    
     F.M. Fawcett 
     Liaison Officer 
     U.S. Department of Justice  

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 65 

 
Report on 

Preliminary Interrogation 
Of 

Johannes Rudolf Christian 
Zuehlsdorff 

At Trinidad 1945 
 

 
   I.    Introduction. 
1.   On 5 Aug 45 the S.S. (Steamship) Cabo de Buena Esperanza (Spanish flag) arrived at 
Trinidad with some 700 passengers from Spain and Portugal bound for South American ports.  
The Control being complete the vessel was given clearance for 1430 hrs on 9 Aug 45. 
2.   About an hour before the vessel was due to sail, the Field Security Officer on board 
observed that one passenger bore marked resemblance to a photograph circulated some six 
months previously (during the was went still on) by the Federal Bureau of Investigation of 
one Zuehlsdorff a “Wanted Nazi Spy”.  Having ascertained that the passenger claimed to be 
Juan Vicente Martinez Collins, Argentine subject F.S.O. sent for him and, with a Security 
W.O. intimately acquainted with the Argentine, proceeded to question him about his identity 
and business.  The passenger, speaking perfect South American Spanish, elaborated the 
plausible story he had told at the routine examination d?? the Control.  F.S.O., having noted 
by now that he fitted the ?? description in every detail, then accused him bluntly (frankly) of 
being? … 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 68 

 
5.   Interrogation began immediately and during the first night the whole basic story was 
extracted.  A further and more detailed statement was obtained the following day, and 
thereafter subject was re-interrogated six times at intervals of a few days. 
 
6.   It having been decided that Zuehlsdorff should be handed over to the F.B.I., a Governor’s 
Deportation order was made, he was detained by the U.S. Military authorities, and was taken 
by local F.B.I. representative by air to Miami, Florida, on 26 Aug 45.  This case will be 
handled by the U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service at Ellis Island, where records are 
available of Gimpel & Colepaugh case (https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-
mp4.htm ), whose investigation led to the description of Zuehlsdorff being circulated in Feb 
1945.*  Every precaution was taken in Trinidad to keep his arrest secret until information was 
extracted from him could be evaluated, but on his arrival in the U.S.A. the story was 
immediately released to the Press. 
 
* The only reason for Zuehlsdorff’s capture was: that he and both Gimpel & Colepaugh were 
attending the agent-school “Seehof” at The Hague in the Netherlands, say, July 1944! 
He never accomplished any espionage within the United States. As he travelled as a civilian 
person, on this own initiative heading for Latin America. He did not carry any gear to 
maintain agent operations at all in August 1945; thus, after the end of the hostilities in 
Europe!  
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm
https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm
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KV 2/3409-2, page 69 

 
9.   Interrogation was conducted throughout by F.S.O., but local F.B.I. representative was 
present on every occasion and was afforded every facility for asking supplementary questions. 
An F.B.I. representative was present on very occasion and as afforded every facility for 
asking supplementary questions.  An F.B.I. stenographer was present on several occasions 
and rendered most valuable assistance.  Zuehlsdorff speaks very good English in the 
American style and English was mainly used for interrogation; occasional passages were 
conducted in Spanish. 
 
10.   Zuehlsdorff is not a particularly admirable character.  He is young, reasonably good-
looking and athletic, and has a not unpleasant, easy-going manner.  He is intelligent, stoical 
(uncomplaining) and cynical. His South American upbringing has probably had more sway 
over him than Nazi ideology, which in him is not likely to be fanatically engrained.  His 
dominating characteristics are vanity (pride) and an over-riding desire to safe his own skin. 
(of course!)   
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 69 cont. 

 
11.  Trained for espionage by both the Abwehr (Nest Bremen) and the S.D. Amt VI D4, it 
seems that at the time of Zuehlsdorff’s arrest at Trinidad the principal motive of his journey 
was to make his personal get-away.  There is little doubt, however, that he was fully prepared 
to carry out his mission in South-America in a modified form and assist if he were able in the 
reorganization of the German intelligence Services throughout the world. 
KV 2/3409-2, page 70 

 
  II. Early Life 
12.   Subject was born on 23 Oct 1919 at Güstrow, Mecklenburg, Germany.  He is the 
younger son of Friedrich Wilhelm Zuehlsdorff, German, born 5 juli 1890 at Wismar, 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Germany, and Elizabeth Corduan, German, born 19 Mar 1888 at 
Kiel, Germany, both of German parentage (ancestry).  He has one brother, Harald Gustav 
Karl (“Carlos”) Zuehlsdorff, born on 24 Aug 1914 at Güstrow. Subject, christened 
‘Johannes’, has always been known as ‘Hans’. 
 
13.   In March 1925, Friedrich Wilhelm Zuehlsdorff migrated to South America, taking his 
life and two sons with him. The family sailed from Hamburg on the S.S. Galicia, and on 20 
April 1925 landed at Puerto Colombia, Colombia.  F.W. Zuehlsdorff, a civil engineer, appears 
to have had the idea of settling as a “colonist”, but met with poor success and of recent years 
worked as an engineer on railways, road-building and public works, suffering from ill health 
and finally remained unemployed. He was living at different times at Santa Marta, Cicagua, 
San Antonio de Tena and Bogotá. He does not seem to have had any political enthusiasms.   

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 70 +71 

 

 
15.   ’Hans’ Zuehlsdorff, subject of this report, was educated for some three years at the 
Instituto La Salle, Bogota’ (1925-1929). For the next three or four years he worked on the 
land (1929-1933). 
In 1933, at the age of fourteen, he joined the Bayer Company as apprentice (trainee) in the 
publicity department at Bogotá.  He was eventually made a travelling salesman for the 
Company and moved about the country a great deal, visiting, for example, Neiva, Suesca, 
Cali, Villavicencio, Girardot, Zipaquira, Cucuta and Bogotá.  For a time he was in charge of 
sales at the Company’s branch at Bacaramanga, and also took part in advertising programmes 
broadcast from Voz de Colombia and other Colombian radio stations. 

 
16.From 1933 onwards the new Bayer employees sent out from Germany contained a high 
percentage of fanatical Nazis, who largely infected the more moderate employees who had 
been resident for some time in Colombia.  Radio broadcasts from Germany also played a 
great part in Nazifying Germans in South America, and after the outbreak of war, with new 
pouring in of the victorious German armies, there were few who were not thorough-going 
Nazis. Zuehlsdorff was an enthusiastic Nazi himself by 1942, and admits it. He did not join 
the Party, apparently shame at not having joined at the outset of 1933, but in 1937 was 
enrolled in the Arbeiterfront by Block-Leader Kroker, elderly bookkeeper of the Bayer 
Company at Bogotá.  He also attended meetings (AOB, this was regarded obligatory for 
Germans!), dinners and sing-songs at the German Club and listened there to the German 
Minister (Legation Leiter) extolling (praising) “Mein Kampf”.  He was also a frequenter of 
the Pension Alemana and Bar at Carrera 8a, Calle 23, Bogotá. 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 72 

 
18.   By the beginning of 1942 subject had decided that he wanted to return to Germany 
(AOB, generally every German should be expelled, due to diplomatic pressures including 
sanctions!). F.B.I. records state that he was deported from Colombia as an undesirable alien, 
but he vigorously denies this, claiming that his departure was wholly voluntary and inspired 
by a patriotic desire to join the German war effort. Not wishing to leave his infirm father in 
Colombia, and knowing that the latter had property in Germany, he arranged for his parents’ 
repatriation at the same time. “The biggest mistake I ever made”, is his present comment. 
 
19.   In Jan 42 subjects’ parents embarked at Buenaventura with the German Embassy staff, 
on the S.S. Santa Lucia for repatriation to Germany via the U.S.A. At the last minute subject 
decided to try to go on the same ship, but was too late to get a passage.  On his return to 
Bogotá he is alleged (F.B.I. records) to have stated that “due to his loyalty and strong feeling 
for Colombia, he did not desire to leave.  He now disclaims any recollection of making this 
remark.  On 10 Apr 42 he embarked at Buenaventura on the S.S. (Steamship) Etolin with an 
exchange group for repatriation to Germany, arriving at San Francisco on 20 Apr 42.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 72 cont. + 73 

 

 
20.   On arrival in the U.S.A. subject was interned as an enemy Alien at Camp Kennedy, 
Texas, where he was photographed and fingerprinted.  He was transferred to Grove Park Inn, 
Ashville, North Carolina and, later, to Green Briar Hotel, White Sulphur Springs, West 
Virginia, to join his parents who were interned there. 
Released for repatriation, he embarked with his parents at New York on 14 July 42 on the 
exchange ship S.S. Drottingholm. 
(AOB: most likely Gimpel was also onboard of the same transport! That Zuehlsdorff was, 
currently, at custody of the F.B.I. was Gimpel which he met at “Seehof”, the Amt VI agent 
training school at The Hague, NL, July 1944!) 
21.   A good deal of miscellaneous information concerning subject’s years in Colombia is 
available in the F.B.I. files, but not all of it is accurate.  

 
   IV.   Return to Germany 
22.Zuehlsdorff and his parents arrived back in Germany, via Gøteborg, Copenhagen, 
Swinemünde and Stettin (Now Poland), on 29 July 42. (AOB, this proves that both men were 
once onboard the Drottingholm; as Gimpel told be arrived on 1 Aug 42 in Germany) His 
(Zuehlsdorff’s) parents went to Potsdam, where they have remained until 1945, their last 
known address being Hessestrasse 1, Potsdam. P.W. (prisoner of war) Zuehlsdorff worked as 
a consulting engineer for some time after his return, but with spells of unemployment due to a 
weak heart and malaria contracted in South America.  He also worked at his own home as 
engineer for a local architect and, more recently, on designs for parts made at a local war 
production factory. 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 73 + 74 

 
 
at Kurfürstendamm 178, Berlin, at a salary of R.M. 330 a month.  In the first days of August, 
without informing the Company (Bayer Leverkusen), he volunteered for the armed forces 
(Luftwaffe) at the Wehrbezirks Kommando Ausland, Berlin. Now before being allowed to 
leave internment in the U.S.A. he had singed an oath that he would not join the armed forces 
on returning to Germany.  Upon volunteering for the Luftwaffe, therefore, he was required to 
sign an oath that he had not signed any undertaking before leaving the U.S.A.  This he did, 
and was told that he would be called up shortly. 

 

 
 
25.   On 12 Oct 42 in Potsdam he married Brigitte Bosse, German, born Potsdam 25 Mar 
1925. By her he has one child, and she was expecting a second in July 1945.  Their home was 
at Wilhelmsplatz 16/17, Potsdam, which is Brigitte’s last known address.  Two days after the 
marriage subject left home to report for duty with the Luftwaffe at Tarnowitz, Poland, on 15 
Oct 42.  
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 75 

 
 
28.   In Dec 1942 subject applied for special leave to Germany, on the pretext that his parents 
had just been repatriated from South America.  In fact, of course, they had returned with him, 
some six months previously.  He was granted ten day’s leave, and left France on 23 Dec 42, 
arriving in Potsdam in the time for Christmas.  His leave, needless to say, was spent with his 
wife.  A few days before he was to return to France he received communication from his unit 
ordering him to bring back a certificate to the effect that his parents had just been repatriated 
from South America.  He therefore went to the office of the Auslandsorganisation in Berlin 
and was given such a certificate, except that, naturally, the true date of repatriation was stated.  
While the clerk in the office was momentarily otherwise occupied, subject helped himself to a 
blank certificate and affixed the office stamp.  He then made out a false certificate at his 
leisure, and presented this on returning to his unit on 1 Jan 43. 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 75 cont. 

 
29.   Zuehlsdorff now applied himself to the pursuit of getting his discharge from the forces.  He made 
three attempts, the third of which was successful. First, he wrote to a Berlin Broadcasting Company. 
Which had already offered him employment before je joined the up; they replied that regulations did 
not permit them to apply for his release.  Second, he asked his father. Whom he had seen whilst on 
leave, to make application for his release through the Foreign Ministry (A.A.), on the grounds that he 
was a repatriate from South America and should never have joined the forces, on account of the oath 
he had signed in the U.S.A. not to do so; his father made the application, but was also met with a 
refusal.  In the meantime, Zuehlsdorff had volunteered to work as a clerk in the company office of his 
unit, and having been accepted, had taken up his duties and made it his first responsibility to gain 
access to the men’s personal documents, 

 
notably his own, and to destroy the certificate he had signed on volunteering for the Luftwaffe 
swearing that he had not signed any oath in the U.S.A.  This accomplished, he now made his 
third attempt.  On the ground that he only learned subsequently to volunteering for the forces 
of the existence of a German decree forbidding repatriates from the Americas to volunteer if 
they had signed an oath in the U.S.A. not to do so, he made personal application for release to 
the Reichsminister der Luftfahrt und Oberbefehlshaber der Luftwaffe (Herman Goering)  at 
Air Force H.Q.  This time he was successful, and, having had a special three-days leave to 
Potsdam from Apr 43, for his wife’s birthday, and a week’s release leave on 20 Apr 43, was 
sent on 28 Apr 43 to the Discharge Centre, Annahme- und Entlassungsstelle Luftgau XII, at 
Frankfurt am Main, and formally discharged from service on the following day. 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 76 cont. 

 

 
VI. First contact with Abwehr 

31.   It is interesting to note that as long ago as this date (April 1943) Zuehlsdorff had decided 
that henceforth Germany was going to be an unhealthy place to live in and had thoughts of 
trying to get out of the country.  It was very much easier to be patriotic abroad, he concluded, 
than at home. He confirmed that after the Stalingrad and North African defeats few Germans 
retained any faith in Hitler and his regime.  On reporting to the Bayer plant at Leverkusen, he 
had asked to be sent to Spain; this application was refused, however, and he had been offered 
a job as book-keeper in Cracow (Krakau), Poland.  This did not suit his ideas in the least and, 
despite labour regulations (AOB, these regulations should prevent that personal generally 
should move at will from job to job), he decided to try to get out of the Bayer Company. 
 
32.   At the beginning of May 1943, he was in Berlin one day siting in a café when he was 
hailed by a man whom at first he had difficulty in recognizing, for he had altered a good deal 
and grown a moustache since their last meeting.  This was Josef (“José”) Hermkes, a German 
who had left Mexico at the same time that he had left Colombia (spring 1942) 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 77 cont. 

 
Xxx the other was “José” Hermkes, a man of about 45 years (xxx), who had resided for more 
than 20 years in Mexico, visiting Germany some dozen times during that period.  Subject had 
spent a week or ten day with him at the Grove Park Inn, and had learned that he had returned 
to Mexico the year previously via Russia and Japan, the outbreak of war having caught him in 
Germany.  He had not told him much about his work, but subject gathered that he had many 
friends in government circles and that he had been collecting military information from the 
U.S.A., thanks to friends of his in the Mexican Embassy in Washington, military Attaché  at 
other Latin American Embassies and members of the Military Commission in the U.S.A., and 
transmitting the information from Mexico City to Germany by radio, his transmitter being 
operated by a Mexican, whose name ge did not remember. He claimed to have sent some 
first-class intelligence to Germany and complained of the slowness with which his H.Q. 
sometimes acted upon his information. 

 

 
34.   When subject met Hermkes in the café in Berlin, the latter had been performing military 
service but was then discharged and living in Breslau (now Poland). After some conversation, 
Zuehlsdorff asked him whether he was still employed by the I.S., and Hermkes replied that he 
was.  Subject then asked him if he could find a job for him in the same organization and 
Hermkes replied that he was sure that he could. The two men agreed to meet again and parted 
for the present.   
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 78 

 
35.    Zuehlsdorff now took his wife for a honeymoon in Vienna and they spent about ten days 
there.  From Vienna he wrote to the Bayer Company telling them that he was ill, that he 
thought his illness was malaria and that he would have to see a specialist before going to 
Poland (Krakau).  On the way back to Potsdam from Vienna he took his wife to visit Hermkes 
and his wife in Breslau (Schlesien, now Poland).  Hermkes was living at Ferberlinstrasse 14, 
Breslau, and had a child aged about eleven; his wife, whose name may have been Marta, had 
been with him in Mexico, but had remained in Germany after the outbreak of war.  

 
36.   From Potsdam, in mid-May (1943), subject paid a visit to Hamburg to see a well-known 
specialist in tropical diseases, Dr. Mühlens declared him free from malaria and other disease.  
To gain further time to avoid being sent to Poland, subject, who was suffering from a shaving 
rash, wrote to the Bayer Company again, told them that he had an infection of the beard and 
needed to consult a specialist in Berlin.  They agree to his visiting Berlin before resuming 
work. 
KV 2/3409-2, page 79 

 
38.   On 5 July 43 he received a telegram from Hermkes asking him to go to Bremen 
immediately. 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 70 

 
  VII.      Recruitment by Abwehr 
39.   On 6 July 43, without saying anything to the Broadcasting Company, Zuehlsdorff left for 
Bremen.   On arrival at the station he was met by Hermkes, who took him to the Hotel Stadt 
Köln (Cologne), where a reservation had been made for him.  Here he was introduced 
Hermkes’ chief, a Htpm. H (or A.) Steffens though there is some doubt as to whether this was 
his real name. … Subject described Hermkes as a branch chief, Steffens as the division chief. 
KV 2/3409-2, page 80 

 
41.   At the first meeting in Bremen, it was explained to subject that Hermkes was going on a 
mission to resume his work in Mexico and it was proposed that he should accompany him as 
his assistant and radio operator, for which he would be trained.  They would travel by 
submarine, landing clandestinely on Cozumel Island; they would not be furnished with lists of 
contacts, since Hermkes knew everyone in Mexico.  Hermkes would pay subject 150 a month 
when they arrived; no payment was offered during the period of preparation in Germany, but 
all expenses would be paid. 

 
42.   Subject, who had already confided to Hermkes a desire to get back to South America, 
accepted his proposition, and was sent two days later to be trained by Ast Hamburg, Hermkes 
returning meanwhile to his home in Breslau. Thereupon, Steffens arranged through the 
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht that subject should be released from the Bayer Company for 
the duration. 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-2, page 80 + 81 

 

 
  VIII.  Training at Hamburg and Bremen 
43.   Arriving in Hamburg on or about 9 July 43, Zuehlsdorff went to the Reichshof Hotel 
(AOB, this hotel apparently, was frequented by Ast-X (Hamburg) more often as it played a 
basic role in the Drueke-Vera-and Waelti cases https://www.cdvandt.org/druecke-vera-
waelti.htm ), where accommodation was reserved for him.  Here he was contacted by his 
instructor, a member of the Hamburg Ast, whose name he can no longer recall, and whom he 
describes as a very small man with glasses, a radio expert. 
 
44.   This instructor took him to the place where he was to receive his instruction, as small 
private house or lodging house in a street which subject could not point out on a large-scale 
map of Hamburg, where the instructor had a small room.  He called here every day, but, 
except for a woman who used sometimes to open the door, saw no one beside the instructor, 
and did not learn whether any other pupils called there.  He was taught only Morse here, 
receiving two hours’ instruction every morning and two hours’ every afternoon; the rest of the 
day was left free for him to practice alone in his hotel room, for which purpose he was given a 
small set – a key, and a pair of headphones, and a valve (German name Summer, English 
word ‘sounder’), so that he could listen to himself.  
(AOB, a very convenient way of self-training) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/druecke-vera-waelti.htm
https://www.cdvandt.org/druecke-vera-waelti.htm
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KV 2/3409-2, page 81 cont. 

 
45.   Hermkes came from Breslau to see him once or twice in Hamburg, and on one occasion 
introduced him to another member of Ast Hamburg, whose name he no longer recalls. 
 
46.   When he had been in Hamburg just over a fortnight (two weeks), there occurred, on 26 
(24 – 26th)  Jul 43, the first series of extremely heavy R.A.F. air-raids, which blasted the house 
where he had been receiving Morse training out of existence, including the street in which it 
stood.  The instructor he was quite unable to trace.  Many months later he met in Berlin the 
Ast Hamburg man introduced by Hermkes, who told him that the instructor died in hospital of 
injuries received in the raid.  He also informed him that this instructor had been teaching 
Code and that code-book was rescued intact after the raid.  It was the same man who told 
subject the name of the chief of the Ast Hamburg, Koenig (real name since 1939 was Herbert 
Wichmann!)    

 
47.   Subject decided that all he could do was to return to Bremen.  To do so took him about 
four days, so grate was the havoc (chaos) caused by the R.A.F., transport and food-supply 
services being in a chaotic condition.  Back in Bremen he saw Steffens and Koenig (the 
secretary), again at his hotel (Hotel Stadt Köln), and was told to go home and await further 
orders until things could be reorganized. He returned to Potsdam.  

 
48.   Hermkes meanwhile was still in Breslau (AOB, far outside the range of R.A.F. 
bombers); he had not joined subjects Morse training, having tried to learn on a previous 
occasion and found himself too old. This was not his only limitation, incidentally, in spite of 
his twenty odd years in Mexico he spoke poor Spanish with an atrocious German accent. 
 

↓ 
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KR 2/3409-2, page 82 

 
50.   After waiting at his home in Potsdam for some weeks, subject was, in Aug or Sep 1943, 
recalled to Bremen.  He stayed again at the Stadt Köln Hotel and was visited there by a new 
instructor, whose name he cannot recall.  This man showed him how to produce secret writing 
by the copying pencil method – i.e., making a rough carbon paper by rubbing the pencil  on a 
blank sheet of paper, afterwards rubbing off all surplus colour with cotton wool, and using a 
prepared paper as a ‘carbon’ placed on the sheet to receive the invisible writing, on to of a 
sheet of glass, using a smooth, blunt (rounded) instrument of writing.  The pencil used was a 
violet copying pencil; the instructor allowed subject to retain his pencil, but told him that it 
was an ordinary copying pencil and that a similar one could be bought at any stationer’s shop.  
This instruction, with practice in producing samples, lasted for a couple of days. Subject was 
not shown how to develop writing produced by this method, the instructor telling him that it 
was not necessary.  When, a year later, subject joined the S.D. Amt VI, he was told that this 
violet copying-pencil method was a low-grade type of S.W. (secret writing) entrusted by the 
Abwehr to agents in whom they had little confidence. 
KV 2/3409-2, page 83 

 
52.    Some time during the following month, Sep 1943, Steffens sent subject up to Berlin to 
spend some time in an office where, he was told, he would be kept busy and where he would 
be able to gain some useful “background” information for his work in Mexico. 

 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 2 

 
52.   At the same building (we have returned to Nest Bremen again), under the same instructor, subject 
next had some six weeks’ training in improving his speed in Morse. Hermkes did not join him in this, 
and he was taught for two hours, morning and afternoon, practising alone in his hotel during the 
remainder of the day.  He became aware that other agents were under instruction at this building but 
he never was any of them, the instructor taking care that they should not meet in arriving or departing.  

 
61.   Next he was sent to an address in general Ludendorf Strasse (Hamburg) for some technical 
instruction. It was No. 1, No. 3 or No. 7 – he cannot remember which – two-or-three-storey building, a 
sign on the outside describing it as a Sea Transport Company.  In a room on the second floor he was 
shown how to build a simple transmitting set. Again he does not remember the instructor’s name.  He 
was shown a small 40 watt transmitter that he was to take with when he and Hermkes left for Mexico.  

 
Abwehr suitcase set SE 90/40 (serial type 90 / 40 watt antenna power; TX left)  

This training lasted only a few days, and was interrupted by his being sent to a country house on the 
outskirts of Hamburg to make final tests in sending and receiving encoded Morse messages. 
 

↓ 
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63.   This part of his training completed, subject in mid-December was again sent back to his home in 
Potsdam to wait further orders.  His bank account being by now exhausted, including his savings from 
radio work, he wrote to Steffens in Dec 1943 or Jan 1944 and asked to be put on a salary.  This was 
agreed, and thenceforth (Jan – Jun 1944) he was paid R.M. 500 a month, this amount being sent by 
mail to his Potsdam address on the first of each month.  It was understood that the amount would 
continue to be sent to his wife after he had left for Mexico. 

 
    XI.   Miscellaneous Activities 
65.   In Jan 1944 there now began for Zuehlsdorff a long period of waiting and inactivity.  During this 
period Nest Bremen, that is, Steffens, sent him for several times and gave him several commissions to 
execute to keep him employed. 
 
66.   On three occasions during Feb 1944 he was called to Bremen and sent to trips to Berlin as a 
courier.   The object of two trips was to carry large sums of foreign currency from a Berlin bank to 
Steffens, presumably for use by agents of Nest Bremen.  The third trip was to take a letter from 
Steffens to Admiral Canaris (the former Abwehr chief) (AOB, he was removed from being Head of 
the Ausland/Abwehr, on 12th February 1944), to his private house in Falkensee (Schlachtensee) 
residential district of Berlin.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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The Admiral was not at home at the time, so subject did not see him; he was aware, however, that the 
reason that Steffens had written to him was that Ast Köln was at the anxious to incorporate (Steffens 
and his organisation into their own, bringing him under their control  (AOB, when the date provided 
by Zuehlsdorff is accurate: then we face a bit different situation, which demands some explanation. 
Hitler decided on 12th February that the OKW Abteilung Ausland/Abwehr should be resolved and had 
to merge with the SS controlled RSHA Amt VI forming the Mil/Amt (VI).  Nest Cologne (Köln) was 
more or less controlled by Amt VI, therefore Steffens likely had been afraid of) (Albeit that Amt VI 
headed by Schellenberg, in contrast to the other Ämter of the RSHA, he cooperated rather well with 
Canaris’ successor Obst. i.G. Hansen (formerly Ausland/Abwehr); up to the assassination attempt on 
Hitler of 20 July 1944); this Steffens strongly depreciated, being anxious to retain his independence, 
and was therefore asking Canaris to use his influence on his behalf. Apparently he was successful, 
since he retained his office in Bremen for as long as subject knew him and was not absorbed by Ast 
(Nest) Cologne (Köln). 

 
67.   The next task he was given, this time was Hermkes, was to go to an Army reception Centre at 
Neumünster, Schleswig-Holstein, to interview numbers of German medical Corps personnel (O.Rs) 
recently P.Ws. in Allied hands in North Africa, exchanged against a similar number of Allied medical 
Corps personnel.  Their task to extract all possible military intelligence.  Subject questioned about 60 
men concerning the enemy, his fortifications, positions of dumps, oil tanks, and so forth, repeatedly 
writing the same answers. 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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68.   The following month, March 1944, subject read in the newspapers that another exchange group 
of German nationals was due to arrive from South America, via the U.S.A. and Lisbon on the  
S.S. Gripsholm.  (among them was also the US citizen William Colepaugh with whom Zuehlsdorff 
later in July will join at the agent school “Seehof” at The Hague in the Netherlands) Thinking that 
there would probably be a number of old friends among the repatriates, and not averse to the idea of 
getting some American cigarettes  for himself, he wrote to Steffens to suggest that he should go and 
interview some of the passengers when they arrived at Saarbrücken by train from Lisbon, via Hendaye 
(the French border town, with Irun on the Spanish side). Steffens called him to Bremen and it was 
agreed that both he (subject) and Hermkes should go to Saarbrücken, collect intelligence and spot and 
likely recruits for the Abwehr.   

 

 
69.   Hermkes and subject arrived in Saarbrücken on 13 March 44. They met a number of old friends 
and interviewed about 25 passengers each several of whom they thought were likely candidates for 
employment. There was no time to interview more, for on the following day the passengers left for 
their various destinations in Germany – a piece of poor organization. There were two other Ast men 
there, they found, bent similar business, one from Bremen and one from cologne named Maier or 
Mayer, but they saw little of either of them.  The Bremen man (name unknown) had had the enterprize 
to board the train at Biarritz and had therefore interviewed a much larger number of passengers; he 
had also made them sign an undertaking not to give information to any other person, but Hermkes and 
subject, knowing many of the passengers personally, were able to persuade them to talk.  

 
 
 
 
 
↓ 
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70.   At Saarbrücken subject met two other men who were afterwards to some influence on his 
career:  the first of these was a delegate from the Foreign Ministry who was recruiting 
English-speakers for broadcasting work in Italy and France, and who offered him a job in 
Italy, telling him to call on him in Berlin; the other was a young man named Grosskorth, 
whom he had known in Colombia, and who was later the means of introducing him to the 
S.D. (Amt VI) 

 

 

 
73.   Subject by now was very disillusioned with Nest Bremen, and had come to the 
conclusion that his employers did not really known what to do with him. On one occasion he 
had suggested to Steffens that he might go to work in Spain, to which Steffens had agreed in 
principle, without suggesting a specific mission. On enquiring at the Spanish Consulate in 
Berlin about a visa, however, he had been told that he would have to name two guarantors in 
Spain, and here Steffens could not, or would not help him.  By now subject was sceptical 
about his prospects of ever reaching Mexico.  Steffens did not seem very concerned about the 
business. He kept blaming the delay on the Navy, saying that they had not made up their 
minds or had no submarine available, and that he (subject) must be patient.  Subject’s private 
opinion as to the cause of the delay was that trying to organize  the Mexican trip, which he 
had probably undertaken to please Hermkes (a personal friend of his for some eight years), 
Steffens was taking something on something too ambitious; espionage in the Americas was 
probably no concern of his section, and consequently his superiors were probably making 
difficulties. 
 

↓ 
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   XII. Recruitment by Sicherheitsdienst (Amt VI) 
75.   The name of the Foreign Ministry delegate that Zuehlsdorff had met at Saarbrücken  
(13 Mar 44) he cannot now remember, but recalls that he was the Commercial Attaché at the 
German embassy in Rome.  He was engaged in organizing radio stations in Italy and France, 
in particular at Fassano, near lake Garda, Italy, to broadcast propaganda aimed at undermining 
the morale of Allied invasion troops. He wanted English speakers and writers as announcers 
and commentators, and thought subject would be adequate.  He offered him R.M. 700 a 
month to work at Fassano, and subject accepted. 
 
76.   Steffens was acquainted with his decision and gave him his approval, but before starting 
his training in Berlin subject was asked to visit Bremen.  He did so and saw Koenig, Steffens’ 
secretary, who told him that he should profit by his stay in Italy to do some intelligence work 
for the Ast (Nest), and gave him a sum of Italian money and a questionnaire concerning 
military and economic affairs in Italy, the Near East and North Africa.  The means by which 
he was to acquire this information was left to his own discretion.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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77.   Subject now began training with the American committee of the Foreign Ministry (AA) 
at the Wilhelmstrasse 74 (mid-April 44).  He read British and U.S. newspapers daily, wrote a 
number of anti-communist sketches and made test recordings, but none of either were ever 
used, so far as he knows.  He also attended daily conferences in which Propaganda ministry 
and O.K.W. officials took part. He learned that broadcasting stations outside Germany were 
controlled by the Foreign Ministry, those inside Germany by the Propaganda ministry, and 
that, of course, the two departments were constantly at war. 

 
78.   After a fortnight of this routine he found the conferences vey irksome (annoying) and 
began to doubt whether his English was really good enough for the work he was to do, His 
English was self-taught; he had started as a child by listening to the words of jazz-tunes, to 
records and broadcasts, later has talked to many British and American businessmen in 
Colombia.  His period of internment in the U.S.A. had given him further practice.  He has 
linguistic aptitude (talent) and speaks without German or Spanish accent, but his construction 
and grammar are very weak. 

 

 
79.   At this point he ran into Grosskorth again, in Berlin, the young German that he had 
known from South America and whom he had met among the repatriates at Saarbrücken.  
Grosskorth, aged 22, had lived in central America and had spent five years school in the 
U.S.A.  He spoke excellent Spanish and American English and was American in his ways, 
Subject introduced him to the American Committee and he, too, was offered a job at Fassano 
on (the?) terms, but declined it.  
 
 

↓ 
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80.Shortly after his return to Germany with his parents on the S.S. Gripsholm, Grosskorth had 
been contacted by the S.D. (Amt VI), and told the subject of this.  “These fellows want me to 
do a good job for Germany”, he said.  His own idea, however, was to go to Japan, whose 
people and language he was anxious to study, and he was trying to persuade the S.D.   
(Amt VI) to send him there. Subject xxx thinks? That the S.D. (Amt VI) might serve his own 
ends, asked Grosskorth xx address of the Office.  Grosskorth gave him to him and he noted 
down: Berkaerstrasse (pronounce Berka-erstrasse) 32 – 35 (32 – 36 or 38). 
 

 
The long-stretched 3 and 4 floors building 

constitutes the: Berkaer Strasse 32 – 36 (38) once the Amt VI headquarters, in Berlin  
 
 
 
↓ 
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82.   On 6 May 44 subject called at the S.D.  Amt VI headquarters in Berlin and offered his 
services. He was asked for references and told to return in a fortnight’s time, to allow 
enquiries to be made about himself.  When he returned a fortnight later he was accepted for 
service in south America.  He said not a word of his recruitment to his employers in Bremen. 
He resigned from the America Committee. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 9 

 
   XIII S.D. Amt VI  Berlin Headquarters 
83.   The section of Amt VI by which subject was recruited was Amt VI D4, the South 
America section VI D, covering Great Britain, English-speaking countries and the U.S.A., 
Spain and South America, Norway, Sweden and Finland (according to subject).  The Chief 
(Leiter) of VI D at this time was Dr. Pfäffgen; of Amt VI D4, S.S. Untersturmführer and 
Kriminal Kommissar Kurt Gross (subsequently promoted); the officer to whom administrative 
details of subject’s mission were delegated was Untersturmführer Robert Grosse; and the 
individual by whom subject was interviewed in the first instance was S.D. Amt VI agent Karl 
(“Carlos”) Hertel, familiarly known as “the Slave-Recruiter”. Some information given by 
subject concerning these individuals is noted below.  

 
84.   (1) Dr. Pfäffgen. Subject, met the Chief of Amt VI D only two or three times, and knew 
little about him.  He believed that he spoke only German.  He was interviewed by him in his 
office at Berkaerstrasse 32 -35 36 (38), and met him socially at a party given at the S.S. Camp 
at Fürstenwalde. 
 

↓ 
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(4) ‘Carlos’ Hertel.   Amt VI Code Name was „Bimbo“.  He had lived for 10 years in Ciudad 
Trujillo, Dominican Republic, where he had had an import and export business or shipping 
agency. He left there in 1942 with the German Consular staff, travelling on diplomatic 
passport thanks to having been attached to the Consulate for some months. Subsequently he 
had established himself in the orange business at Valencia, Spain.  (Trinidad records mention 
a Carlos hertel as a sabotage agent instructed to form a corps of saboteurs in Santo Domingo, 
arrested by Dominican authorities on 18 Apr 41. They also mention a Carl Hertel of Ciudad 
Trujillo on the War Trade List, and a Karl Hertel of Valencia, Spain, as leader of the local 
Nazi Party).  Subject mentioned photographs had at one time (?1942) appeared in the press of 
Hertel parading in full S.S. uniform.  At the time that subject joined the S.D. Amt VI, Hertel 
was in Berlin only on a visit.  He saw him only two or three times in Berlin, when he was on 
visits, Hertel’s station being Spain, where his mission for the past 2 years had been build up a 
genuine commercial concern of some kind (he apparently no longer had the fruit business) to 
act as a cover for the S.D. (Amt VI?) arriving in Spain. In this mission he appeared to have 
failed.  The reason for his visits to Berlin he did not disclose to subject. He does not appear to 
have had any S.S. rank at this time, being a civilian under contract to the S.D. Amt VI.  
Subject was to see a god deal of him later in Spain (March 45 – July 45), as will appear.  
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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85.   So far as subject knew, all the above names were genuine.  Members of the organization 
(Amt VI) entered and left the Berkaerstrasse offices quite openly, sometimes in uniform, 
sometimes in civilian clothes. Organization struck him as bad, and security worse, everybody 
in the office knowing everybody else’s business. For example, at the time that the Gimpel & 
Colepaugh mission (“Elster”) (https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm )was 
in preparation, he knew all about it (AOB, he would have known it already, because he, 
Schneemann, Gimpel & Colepaugh all four men joined in The Hague (NL) the agent school 
known as “Seehof” at the same time!) He did not know of any mission preparing at the time 
he joined Amt VI. He heard of three (?four) Amt VI agents who had been landed from a 
schooner on the Argentine coast  
(https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm) (The Passim captain was 
Hein Garbers; who very exceptionally received for his three passages “das Ritterkreuz”) at a 
German farm to the South of Buenos Aires but who had been captured. 
(https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm ) One of the agents was a 
Luxemburger, known to Schneemann (to be mentioned), who at one time was to have joined 
the mission. This schooner (real name Passim, sometimes sailing under the name of: Santa 
Barbara) had been sighted by a U.S. plane, who apparently thought the agents were survivors.  
Gross told him about this, and later he heard more from Arnold (skipped) 

 
86.   Subject claims that he signed no contract on joining the Amt VI. It was agreed that he 
should be paid the same amount that he had received from the Ast Nest (Bremen), namely 
R.M. 500 a month, and that this figure should be paid to his wife when he left Germany. 
Subject doubts whether she ever received it, owing to the evacuation from Berlin of the Amt 
VI book-keeping department. After he had begun his training he wrote to Steffens (Nest 
Bremen), told him … 
 
 

↓ 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm
https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm
https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm
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  XIV. Meeting with Schneemann and Commencement of Amt VI training 
89.   When Zuehlsdorff was recruited by the Amt VI in May 1944 he was told a good deal 
about Max Schneemann, who was to he his companion (With whom Zuehlsdorf and 
Gimpel/Colepaugh will join an agent training at the “Seehof” school in The Hague, NL) on 
the South America trip, and who happened to be out of Berlin making some purchases in 
Luxemburg at the time he (Zuehlsdorff) joined. Erich Gimpel 
(https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm ) (arrested in the U.S.A. at the end 
of 1944) was to have been the third member of the party. A few days later Schneemann 
returned to Berlin and met subject at Berkaerstrasse (pronounce: Berka-erstrasse) 32 36 (38?).  
They needed no introduction for they had met previously in Colombia and the U.S.A. 

 
91.   Schneemann married life had been a little varied. His first wife, whose surname was 
Zapata, was Colombian.  With his second “wife” he had dispensed with the formality of 
marriage, but had two children by her; her name was Julieta Yepes, and she too, was 
Columbian.  His third wife (probably second, chronologically) was in Germany, at his home 
at Herdecke, Hagen Westphalia; by her he had a daughter aged 20 in 1944. Schneemann was 
fond of children and animals. He was a good friend of subject’s, who, however, lost patience 
with him in the last period in Spain (ca. March 45 – late July 45). 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm
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92.   Schneemann and subject did most of their training together. Photography with a leica 
camera and the production of micro-punkts (dots) were the first items undertaken. 
Photographic training was under the supervision of an S.D. Amt VI instructor named Coock 
at Delbrückstrasse 6 (this genuine building no longer exists), a building which also housed the 
weapons section, and a museum of sabotage equipment.  Coock had a photographic 
laboratory, with a staff of two men and two girls, where documents were reproduced (Section 
G) and photographs taken for passports. Training merely consisted of in the use of a Leica 
camera, light meter, flashlight and special lens for documents; subject has some days practice 
at taking exteriors and documents.  Both he (Zuehlsdorff) and Schneemann, who had already 
had his training, were to have been issued with a Leica, but in the end Schneemann was given 
the only (Leica) camera, cameras being in short supply.  Schneemann was to specialize in 
photography subject in Morse and radio, and Schneemann did very little wireless training. 

 
93.   Coock, when subject was reasonably proficient, after a few days, made an appointment 
for him and Schneemann to go to Dresden for training in the latest microdot machine.  This 
was under the direction of the inventor of the machine, one Zapp, a scientific technician in the 
employ of Amt VI, but who had his own photographic business, well known before the war, 
at Leipzig.  After two years of experiment Zapp had just perfected a machine capable of being 
mass produced, and manufacture on a small scale commenced.  Just before subject 
(Zuehlsdorff) left Germany (March 1945) he heard that Zapp had perfected an improved 
model that was no larger than an ordinary brick. …  
 

↓ 
 



35 

 

KV 2/3409-3, page 14 cont. 

 
94.   Zapp’s training centre was at the technical High School. 1, Georg Baerstrasse, Dresden.  
Subject and Schneemann on this first occasion spent three or four days there, learned ho to 
operate them, and were told that they would be issued with one of them to take on their 
mission.  Subject described its dimensions as approximately 16” x 14” x 4”  
(ca: 40.6 x 35.5 x 10 cm). Leica film (35 mm width, all Leica cameras used this film format;  
they were the first in the world, the cassette was also introduced by Leica! Up to the end of 
the last century - this was the state of the art. Neglecting, of course, the professional 6 x 6 or 6 
x 7 film types and plates) is inserted in one container micro-film in another, and the machine 
is operated with a small electric bulb. Subject subsequently visited Dresden several times to 
have microdots made of his own instructions. 

 
95.   Upon returning to Berlin, subject and Schneemann were joined by Erich Gimpel  
(https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm) (upon whom with William Curtis 
Colepaugh (this proves that this written statement is the product of interrogations combined 
with F.B.I. knowledge) the F.B.I. have exhaustive information (The three left Berlin together 
in June 1944 for an Amt VI camp near The Hague, Holland. 

 
                                                                                                                                 GoogleErth 

Zorgvliet including a bit North-West was the former location of the Amt VI agent training 
school “Seehof”. 

 
↓ 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/gimpel-colepaugh-v4-mp4.htm
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96.   The S.S. (RSHA) training camp was at which Zuehlsdorff, Schneemann and Gimpel 
arrived in June 1944 was the Seehof, on the outskirts of the Hague (adjacent to 
Scheveningen). They were met at the (train) station by an S.S. officer (xxx), who took them in 
a car to the camp. The cap was enclosed by barbed wire, but they were given comfortable 
rooms in well built bungalows. During the day they wore S.S. uniform without badge and 
rank, civilian clothes after 1800 hours. They were not normally allowed out of the camp, but 
on one occasion spent a day in Amsterdam.  They were given bogus names: subject 
(Zuehlsdorff) was “Stämpfle”, Gimpel was “Bolzani”, Colepaugh was “Collins” or “Collie”; 
Schneemann’s name subject has forgotten.  He believes that the instructors’ name also were 
bogus. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 16 

 
100.   On leaving Berlin or on arrival at the camp, subject, Schneemann and Gimpel (and 
Colepaugh?) had been issued with a bottle of brandy each(!). Soon after arriving at the camp, 
the three of them had drunk two of the bottles between them; Schneemann bottle remained 
intact, and he said that he intended to keep it for another occasion.  Gimpel wanted to drink it, 
whereupon, Schneemann being of a hasty temperament, and Gimpel, according to subject, 
“not quite right in his head”,  the two of them had a fight, (AOB, to what I understood the 
case was slightly different - it was Schneemann whom behaved unsocial and apparently not 
well in his head. Schneemann later in Spain behaved, to express it politely curiously) For 
some days thereafter → 
 
 
 

↓ 
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→ they refused to speak to each other, then carried on as though nothing had happened. When 
Schneemann got back to Berlin, however, he lodged a complaint against Gimpel and said that 
he would not work with him. It was therefore decided that Schneemann and subject should 
not go to South America by themselves.  Gimpel, in the meantime had come friendly with 
Colepaugh and it was agreed that they should go together to the U.S.A., their (ill-fated) 
mission being named “Elster”.  

 
102.   When subject had been at The Hague (NL) for about five weeks, in July 1944, he 
received letters and telegrams from Stevens – forwarded by his wife from Potsdam – telling 
him to report to Bremen, wanting to know why he had sent no news (Steffens, of course, 
imagined that he had gone to Italy (Broadcasting Services), and telling him that he had been 
arranged for him to go to a training camp where he would do an interesting course and get 
himself fit in preparation for the trip to Mexico. Subject realized that he would now have to 
regularize his position, and got leave to go to Berlin. 

 
103.   Reporting to Berkaerstrasse, he was told by Dr. Pfäffgen and Gross that he would have 
to make up his mind definitely whether he wanted to stay with the S.D. Amt VI or return to 
the Nest (Bremen).  Subject, fancying that the Amt VI was the more efficient organization, 
said that he wished to remain with the Amt VI.  Some acrimonious correspondence now took 
place between two departments, the upshot of which – thanks to the fact that the Abwehr by 
then had been practically absorbed by Amt VI – was that subject was released from the Nest 
and remained in Amt VI. He did return to The Hague, though he had not completed the course 
there, but set about completing the rest of his training 

↓ 
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104.   When Hermkes heard from Steffens of subject’s defection, he approached him bitterly with 
letting him down. “You can’t do this to me!” he wrote to subject, and tried to see him, following him 
from Breslau to Potsdam, from Potsdam to (Bad-) Harzburg (where subject went for W/T training), 
but each time missed him by a day.  Hermkes could not go to Mexico without a wireless operator, and 
so far as subject knows, never went. Subject avoided him for a long time. 

 
105.   During July and August 1944, in Berlin, subject received miscellaneous instruction in secret 
inks, simple forgery. Explosives and photography.  His instruction was given partly at Delbrückstrasse 
6, partly at Beymestrasse 12 (both original buildings do no longer exist), these two buildings housing 
the Amt VI training branch, a section which was independent from the Berkaerstrasse H.Q. and was 
under the command of an Army Lieut.-Colonel (Obstlt), whom subject met once but whose name he 
has not remembered to date.  
KV 2/3409-3, page 19 

 
108.   At the same address, Beymestrasse 12, subject received instruction in simple forgery of 
signatures and rubber stamps. His instructor was a professional lithographer named Noack, who had 
an assistant, a Russian youth aged 19. Noack apparently produced forgeries of a high order, butt was 
paid only R.M. 300 a month by his employers (Army or OKW?).  During the German Army’s 
Ardennes offensive he turned out 20,000 U.S. Army Identity Cards for use by men of a special 
detachment (Skorzeny’s men) (Brandenburg Division?), recruited for their knowledge of American 
(language) who were to be dropped behind the Allied lines.  Subject subsequently paid many visits to 
Noack’s office, and at different times saw him preparing forged documents for the Arabs and French-
speakers who were at the Hague with him (the Seehof school stopped there about end of Aug- early 
Sep 44), and Colepaugh and Gimpel. 
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112.   Towards the end of August 1944 subject went to the Harz Mountains for technical radio 
and advanced Morse training, and took his wife and child with him. They stayed in lodging at 
Kleine Bodestrasse 3, (Bad-) Harzburg.  The radio school was in two rooms of a small 
building at No.61 or 62 of the main street of Bündheim, the town adjoining Harzburg.  This 
building was camouflaged as a “School of languages”, but nevertheless had two radio masts 
10 metres high on the roof. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 21 

 
113.   Here subject received instruction in different types of condensers, how to draw up how to read a 
radio blue-print (schematic), how to convert an ordinary receiver into a Morse receiver (at his own 
request), and similar technical training, the remainder of the time was devoted to Morse, and practice 
in sending and receiving. He worked from 8 – 12 a.m. and from 2 – 6 p.m.  There were two 
instructors, a German (? Name) and an Alsatian, who did most of the work, named Hussenet. Also 
under instruction, at the same time as subject, were two German girls in the S.S. Mädchen, destined 
for the Russian front, a German youth aged about 15, an Arab, two Greek, and a Turk named Müller 
or Moeller (Möller).  At the school at Bündheim, Harzburg, subject remained four or five weeks.  

 
114.   The whole of subject’s wireless and Morse training was under supervision of the central 
Amt VI (section F or N) radio administrative offices and depot at Am Grossen Wannsee 74 
(see next), Wannsee, Berlin, whose departmental chief was Siepen (subsequently replaced in 
Dec 44 by another).  The training supervisor at Wannsee was Faul (not to be confused with 
sabotage expert, Faulhaber). It was Faul who gave subject his radio traffic instructions for 
South America and who directed him to his other instructors, sending him to Harzburg and, 
later, to Bamberg. 
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         Google Earth 

 
The red (corned)-roof building was The “Havel Institut” situated: Am Großen Wannsee 74 

KV 2/3409-3, page 21 + 22 

 

 
XVII. Preparations for Departure 

115.   At the end of September 1944 subject and Schneemann were recalled to Berlin to 
receive instructions and arrange for the preparation of forged documents.  Subject was to go 
to Venezuela for a start, Schneemann to Colombia.  The Atlantic crossing was to be made by 
a schooner, and they were to be landed on the Venezuelan coast. A Colombian passport was 
available for Schneemann, but subject elected to go as an Argentine citizen and was provided 
with an Argentine passport, apparently neither Amt VI forging branch, nor the Abwehr, were 
able to provide good samples of current South American visas; subject therefore decided a 
trip to Vienna (Wien), where a friend of his was living who, subject knew, he had a passport 
containing the necessary visas.  
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 22 

 
117.   Subject returned to Berlin with Walzel’s papers, and Noack set about the manufacture 
of his and Schneemann’s passports.  Noack’s forgery branch at Beymestrasse 12, although he 
was so expert a craftsman, does not appear to have been particularly efficient.  Subject 
describes it as “very badly organized”. Apart from the lack of specimens of visas, subject had 
to pay repeated visits to make sure that no mistakes were made, even in Spanish wording. 

 

 
118.   Subject’s Argentine passport was made entirely in Germany and was evidently 
extremely good. The printing was done at Aachen, the rest by Noack.  The name of ‘Juan 
Vicente Martinez Collins’ was selected by subject; ‘Martinez’ because it is so common a 
name, ‘Collins’ so that he could claim British descent to account for his fair colouring, the 
name being suggested by the alias used by Colepaugh at The Hague.  The passport was given 
the No. 1.200.015, and purported to have been issued by the police Dept. of Buenos Aires on 
10 Jan 45.  On it was shown to have had a Liberta de Enrolamiento issued by de Districto 
Militar 1°, Matricula No. 847.179 of 1916.  His date and place of birth were shown as 23 Oct 
1016 at Buenos Aires.  The falsification of his age appears to have been made with the idea of 
showing that he was past the age of liability for military service.  Forged visas were inserted 
showing him to have arrived in Venezuela from Argentine travelling via Chile and Panama.  
The past prolongation of the passport was shown as having been made at Caracas, Venezuela. 
For this, however, the signature of the Argentine Consul at Hamburg was used(!). 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 23 

 
119.   Subject also had made for himself a Venezuelan Identity Cédula, a Membership Card of the Club Argentino de 
Automovilismo, and a U.S. green Identity Card showing him to be a member of the Office of War Information (!). He asked 
for a U.S. passport, which he thought would impress small-town South American authorities, but this could not be provided, 
owing to the lack of samples of the requisite visas (AOB, Gimpel and Colepaugh had been fit with forged U.S. passports, but, 
of course, lacking visas) All these documents were made out of the name of ‘Juan Vicente Martinez Collins’.  For 
Schneemann a Colombian passport was made in the name of ‘Juan de Dios Zapata” (the surname being suggested by that of 
his first Colombian wife). 
KV 2/3409-1, page 72:  Which has been taken as the succession page had be badly damaged 

 
Training at Bamberg 

   In November, 1944, subject was sent to Bamberg in the section of Bavaria for the purpose of obtaining his final Morse and 
radio traffic instruction from the man who would subsequently be his correspondent from South America. (he was to 
constitute his German counter station, when being in South America) The instructor was Walter Rendell or Rendel (Rendl?), 
who lived in the outskirts about ten minutes east of Bamberg. Rendel was employed full-time and had no other assistants in 
his work. He was equipped with an 800 watt (Ehrenmal?) station installed in a Wehrmacht truck and had a small auxiliary 
plant in case destruction of the electric supply of Bamberg.  The station was equipped with a Rhombus Antenna which had 
been especially built for him. Rendel Rendel’s work consisted of conducting tests with the head office in Berlin (see next) 
and calling for half an hour each night at a certain hour, These calls were beamed overseas, but it was not known to whom 
these calls were being placed, nor could subject remember the wave length on which they were made.  Rendel made these 
calls by running a tape on which they were made.  Rendel made these calls by running a tape for half a half hour on this 
particular wave length. During the time subject was there no reply was received. According to Rendel, these instructions 
came from Berlin and it was not believed by subject that even Rendel knew to whom the signals were intended.  They went 
on the air 10:00 and 11:00 p.m., Berlin War Time (DGZ). 
 Rendel was described as being about 38 years of age and had, prior to his employment, served eight years as a radio 
officer aboard ship, mentioning having served on a line which covered the Dutch East Indies route. ..He also had been 
employed locating enemy transmitters within the German occupied area. He rented a room from a man and a woman who 
may or may not have been married, who were employed as the lock attendants of the river (Main) which was 
about five minutes walk from the house. This family were unaware of his real work, being advised that he was 
making meteorological  readings. 
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               Google Earth 

One of the yacht harbours housed the Amt VI transmitting stations, which one I cannot judge, 
this photo originates from about 2020; whereas we have to deal with 1943 – 1945! 

Am Großen Wannsee 74 is just visible with a red-black pointer near to the top of this photo. 
 

KV 2/3409-3, page 25 

 
 xxx Subject had with him the 80 watt set he had on his trip, which was plain and marked in 
American style; he could not, therefore identify the set again, except that it had been 
previously soldered in tin cans and tested for water-tightness, which had rusted the outer 
plates on one side. He had asked Faul whether the signals he was to use could be simplified, 
so that he could carry them in his head, but this was refused; he could not have communicated 
with Rendel without the instructions on microdots. It was arranged that Rendel should start 
calling at given hour three months from the date subject left Germany, and continue until 
subject answered. 
 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-4, page 11 
 

 
Zuehlsdorff’s drawing of his “Havel Institut” 80 Watt transmitter, whether incorporating a 

RX - I don’t know 
 

KV 2/3409-3, page 25 cont. 

 
124.   At the end of the month, Nov. 44. Or early Dec, Amt VI began to be seriously 
incommoded by the activities of the Allied Air Forces over Berlin, and evacuated all its 
offices, staff, records and equipment, to camp near Fürstenwalde.  Subject went there several 
times. The departmental (Amt VI chiefs, at Berkaerstrasse), however, remained in Berlin.   

 
 
 
↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 27 

 
129.   Kuehn (someone of a SS chemical lab) showed them two types of poison, one for self-
destruction, the other, he said, for getting rid of awkward people”.  He was careful not to 
disclose the nature of either. The first poison was a colourless liquid contained in a very small 
glass capsule.  No comment or instructions were given with it, except the information that it 
took in effect 10 seconds. The second poison, also contained in small glass ampoules was a 
colourless liquid with some sediment. Kuhn (Kuehn?), again, gave no instructions, only the 
information that it left no trace. Subject heard later in Madrid from Carlotta Band, female 
secretary to the S.D. representative there (to be mentioned), who had presumably talked with 
other agents issued with the same poison, that it was extremely dangerous to handle and that 
the ampoules should only be broken in a room with open windows, and that rubber gloves and 
pincers (grippers) should be used; also that if this poison were released in a man’s shoes or in 
his bed he would die in about six weeks, apparently of pneumonia; she said, however, that 
neither she or her employer really knew what it was or how it worked. 
(Skipping the Interrogator: xxx) 
 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, pages 27 – 28 

 

 
130.   Later, Kuehn sent ampoules of both poisons to the Berkaerstrasse office for subject and 
Schneemann to take with them. Neither Gross nor anyone else gave them any further 
information or instructions as to their use.  Subject took one capsule of the poison for self-
destruction, three of the other poison.  The first he concealed, embedded in wax to prevent 
breakage, in the especially constructed hollow in the bridgework in his lower jaw; the second 
concealed in a small bottle of stabrine tablets which he was taking to Venezuela as a 
precaution against malaria. He heard that other agents had concealed their poison in cigarette 
lighters. 
KV 2/3409-3, page28 

 
132.   Subject and Schneemann visited the Schloss Friedenthal camp a second time, to choose 
revolvers for themselves at the weapon store, which was in charge of an Untersturmführer 
Liebe.  Subject had already been issued at Delbrückstrasse 6 (the central weapon store) with a 
Colt .38 from there, but had expressed a desire to have a smaller weapon as well – hence the 
second journey to Oranienburg.  He chose a browning F.N. 6.35m which he subsequently 
gave to his wife, to defend or kill herself when the Russians entered Potsdam.  Schneemann 
chose a Walther 6.74, which when he finally left Germany for Spain, he also gave to his wife.  
KV 2/3409-3, pages 28 

 
133.   Except for detailed instructions concerning their mission, training was now completed, 
and subject and Schneemann returned to their homes to spend Christmas (1944) and the New 
Year (1945). 
 
 
 

↓ 
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KV 2/3409-3, page 28 + 29 cont. 

 

 
XIX.  The Mission  

134.    Zuehlsdorff claims that, after such long and comparatively elaborate training, it was a 
great disappointment to him, when he finally received instructions for his mission, to get 
orders in only the vaguest and most general terms. Only once did Gross spend any length of 
time talking on the subject, and this was almost immediately before their departure when he 
sat down with them and embarked on a long exposé of South American politics, outlining the 
current situation and describing many of the prominent politicians and their political colours. 
If subject is be believed, his and Schneemann’s mission was simply to provide up-to-date 
political and economic information, and, in particular, to report on communist activities. The 
current dictum in Germany at that period was, “Politics will win the war”, and the S.D. (Amt 
VI, I would tend to consider: the S.S. believed in it)  
KV 2/3409-3, page 30 

 
136.   Gross said that the Argentine was the only South American country where the S.D. had 
any representation, but that they had had no contact for about a year (subject gained the same 
impression, later, in Madrid) (https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm)  They 
had had a considerable organisation there. Which worked very well until most of its members 
were arrested.  The S.D. had also had an agent in Paraguay, but he had dies. (It is possibly of 
interest, though doubtless coincidental, that for both the Abwehr and the S.D. subject’s main 
sphere of operation was to have been Mexico).   
 
 
 

↓ 
 
 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-1487-wolf-argentine.htm
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KV 2/3409-3, page 30 cont. 

 
138.   He reiterated that no military, naval or air intelligence, nor sabotage activities, were 
asked for.  He denied that he had ever any intentions of trying to get into the U.S.A., 
considering tpp dangerous.  The O.W.I. Identity Card that he had. And the U.S. P that he 
asked for. But did not get, were intended merely to impress authorities in small south 
American towns. (Gimpel and Colepaugh were under the impression that, at the time they met 
subject at The Hague (Seehof agent school) he was being trained for espionage in the U.S.A.). 
KV 2/3409-3, page 31 

 
140.   Schneemann and subject were each given to take with them $10,000 (U.S.) and a 
number of small diamonds. Subject had 47 diamonds; $2,000 of money he had sewn (seamed) 
into a belt.  Gimpel and Colepaugh had been given $50,000 (Actually $60,000!) each (no: 
altogether), but Gross appeared to think that this sum had been excessive, in view of the 
danger of capture. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 34 

 
144.   Towards the end of January 1945, Zuehlsdorf and Schneemann were told to be prepared 
to leave in a week’s time. The trip, originally planned for about Aug 44, was to have be 
launched from France; the Allied invasion, however, had made is impossible.  
(https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm) It was decided that the 
schooner should sail from Norway, but in Jan 45 this was considered too risky, and Kiel was 
chosen as point of departure. The course, planned by Germen Secret Service was to take them 
up to the Arctic circle, then down almost of the Orinoco River, the most accessible part of the 
South American continent. They were to be provisioned for a three month’s voyage. 

↓ 
 

https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm


49 

 

KV 2/3409-3, page 34 cont. 

 
145.   On or about 1 Feb 45, subject and Schneemann, accompanied by Gross and Grosse, 
took the train from Berlin to Kiel.  They carried all their equipment, namely, transmitter, 
transformer, micropunks, secret ink, poisons pistols, Leica camera, forged passport, forged 
identity document money (mostly concealed in suitcase with false bottoms), dismon? and 
naval uniforms.  No meteorological equipment was to accompany them. 
146.   This mission was to be known as “Remo”, Schneemann as “Bobo”, and subject as 
“Mono”- all suitable enough. 
KV 2/3409-3, page 35 

 
148.   The schooner was to be sailed by a captain (a Naval officer with rank of Kapitän-
Leutnant (Garbers)( https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm), who 
in piece-time had been an amateur yachtsmen, name unknown), and a crew of four or five. 
The only one of these whom subject ever saw was a Marine Infantryman specially realised 
from a unit in Holland, whom he met when being fitted for his naval uniform, but does not 
remember his name.  Finally, a somewhat mysterious Naval Officer, who kept out of sight 
and was never met, was also to make the voyage, but subject never learned his name, nor 
what his mission or the reasons for his presence on board were to have been.    

 
149.   They spent about five days in Kiel; they were sail on the sixth day. The night before, an 
urgent telegram arrived from Amt VI headquarters in Berlin; the trip was cancelled.  The U.S. 
radio network had broadcast the news of the capture of Gimpel and Colepaugh, and issued a 
defiance to Zuehlsdorff and Schneemann to cross the Atlantic.  
 

End of Part I 
23 August 2020 

To be continued with Part II, in due course 

https://www.cdvandt.org/kv-2-2294-passim-guenther-stracke.htm

