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KV 2/1484, page 25 - 31 

 
Interrogation report No. 2 

Name:-  Schultz (AOB, = Schulze), Dr. Julius Berthold (AOB, = Bernhardt) 
Nationality:  German 



Interrogated in German (AOB, language) 5th April 1944 by Capt. R. Thistlethwaite 
 Reference para 11 of the previous report, Schulze was questioned again about 
Kirpicov, who he knew as Kerpitchnikow. 
He said he knew Kiricov  personally, having met him at the German Consulate in Tabriz.   He 
arrived from Turkey just about the time of the entry of Russian troops into Persia. He was 
terrified of the Russians and saw Okulevitch, and then went to the Consulate and met Schulze.  
He wanted to get his family  to Teheran and it was eventually arranged that he should drive 
the bus which the German Colony had already hired.  
 The letter from Schulze to Okulevitch, which was found in Isfahan in the Mayr papers, 
was written in Teheran and not in Tabriz, as Schulze tried to make out in the address.  It was 
given to Mayr, who is ‘my other friend’. … so that he would have an introduction to both 
Okulevitch and Kirpicov, should he ever want one.  Schulze thinks that no use was made of it.  
Passarge left Persia just before the Allied invation.  Schulze thinks that the Russian Princess 
mentioned was a Princess Lieven but is not certain. She was violently anti-Sovjet. (Note: he 
may mean Mrs. Reeve, who was a Lieven and marriedto the late E.W. Representative in 
Tehran. 
 Schulze knew nothing of Krauter in Tehran beyond the fact that he existed, nor did he 
know that Kirpicov had a mission from the Skoda ‘Sicherheitsrefereat’ to report on Czechs 
through Krauter. 
 Speaking of Wolfinger in Tabriz, Schulze said that so far as he knew he never worked 
for German Intelligence while he was there.  If he did, then it was probably for the SD 
because he was Ortsgruppenleiter of Tabriz. 
 
 Schulze said that all he knew of Ernst Fasting was that he was Director of Schenkers, 
which was a State controlled German firm. 
 
 Schulze gave the following details about Constantine Kassakowsky whom he knows 
by his correct name of Constantine Jacob.  When Russian troops entered Persia Kassakowsky 
was in Babolsar.   He went into hiding and when the Russians demanded the arrest of the 
‘German spy Jacob’ he fled to Tehran.  There he was asked to advice of an English friend 
called Ellis who worked for British Intelligence.  The latter said it was his duty to report 
Kassakowsky but that he considered friendship higher that duty and advised him to flee 
further south. 
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 Kassakowsky then went into Bakhtiari territoty (near Kerait). When he heard that 
Nasir Khan Qashgai was beginning to take part in politics he decided decided to join him but 
was caught by bandits on the way.  They brought him to Nasir Khan, who thought he was 
Soviet Russian and locked him up in Farrashband. Schulze was sent to discover whether he 
was a German or not he certified that Kassakowsky was genuinely ‘volksdeutsch’. Schulze 
then swore him in for the Germans and took him on as a technical worker.  He sent him to 
look after the landing grounds at Faraashband, but when a plane came over, Nasir Khan was 
certain it was English, and not as Schulze thought German and became nervous for 
Kassakowsky’s safety. (Note: in fact the plane was British).  He therefore sent him to rejoin 
Schulze, with whome he stayed until just before the latter’s arrest.  Kassakowsky was 
employed on mending broken rifles and he built of factory for this purpose.  A week or two 
before the Germans were handed over, Kasskowsky said the whole atmosphere smelt badly 
and decided to leave the area. He first went to Sisakht. Schulze does not know where he is 
now, but thinks he is in the country between the Boir Akmed and Qashgai area.  He intends to 
go either  back to Bakhtiari or to Kazvin where he hopes to find employment as a chauffeur 
for the U.K.C.C. as one of themselves.  He speaks excellent Persian as well as Qashgai and 
Azerbaijan Turki. 
 Schulze continued the general story of his activities since March 1942. On 17th March 
he left the house in the Khiabaneh Shahpour, went with Ahmed Namdar to Shirman and then 
to an old house of Namdar’s in the Tehran bazaar. It was small – only two rooms – but it had 
a servant and stayed there five weeks.  During this period he saw Namdar every day and was 
visited by Vaziri and Mayr. The latter once stayed two days with him. 
 At the beginning of April Schulze sent his old servant Mohammed to Tabriz with a 
report on the Polish evacuation from Russia – the difficult transport situation, bad theatment 
etc – which he wanted and he could get through Polish contacts of Mohammed and his sons. 
(AOB, see also about the subject in Schulze-Holthus’s book Aufstand in Iran)  Mohammmed 
was to meet Hamdullah in Tabriz when the latter returned from escorting Schulze’s wife.   
Hamdullah was then to take the letter over the frontier to Turkey.  In fact he found it 
impossible to cross and burnt the report in Tabriz. 
 Schulze’s next attempt to get into contact with Germany was through the Japanese.  
Schulze learnt that the Japanese Legation was going and that although the diplomats were 
returning via Russia a courier was also being sent to the Japanese Legation in Ankara. He 
therefore sent Jaffar Khan (his Tabriz Turk contact)  to the Japanese to deliver a report on 
Allied Aid to Russia.  This was duly handed to the Japanese Schulze does not know to whom-  
but Schulze never heard whether tho courier took it to Ankara.  It was addressed to the former 
German Military Attaché in Tehran, von Geldern-Crispendorf.  There was harmless text in 
French, the real report being written between the lines in secret ink. Mayr knew nothing of the 
whole business. 
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 Schulze then tried to get in touch with Turkey through a party of Bulgars, who were to 
be repatriated.  Hamdullah had returned and and he managed to hide a further report on the 
Aid to Russia in the radiator of the bus which was to take the party to Erzerum.  This time the 
report was not in secret writing. The Soviet Authorities would not allow the Bulgars through 
and the party had to return.  Schulze does not know what happened to the report. 
 When Habibullah Kheltash one of Vaziri’s couriers, was arrested by the British, 
Schulze was frightened that his hide-out would be discovered because Kheltash had visited 
him there.  He therefore left and spent two weeks in a garden which Namdar owned in 
Shirman. He had a roughtime there.  Mayr suggested that he go to Nasir Khan Qashgai and 
eventually Naubakht took him to a place where he met Vaziri and Mayr.  The details were 
settled by all four and Schulze arranged with Mayr to devide Persia into areas: Fars would be 
a Schulze-Abwehr area and the north a Mayr-SD command.  (Note: this reversed the previous 
division of functions which was based on the gentlemean’s agreement in Berlin between 
Canaris and Heydrich. 
 Schulze should have left for the south  on 28th May but he was taken by Naubakht to a 
one-roomed house, near to the station of Teheran..  Here was held more or less as a prisoner.  
Naubakht told Mayr that Schulze was with Nasir Khan Qashgai, obviously with the intention 
of playing with the Germans independently of Mayr.  
 After being with Naukht three weeks, Schulze left for the Soin Nasir Khan’s car, 
which had been especially sent to Tehran for the purpose.  The party consited of Schulze, 
Habibulla and Danesh Naubakht, Capt. Martini, Bahman Begi and Schulze’s chauffeur 
Shahriar.  Schulze was given a Persian sejil in the name of a certain Shariari. 
 When they reached the Qum gate they were stopped by the police, who examined their 
papers and were very puzzeled at the fact that there was a Shahriar and a Shahriari in the car 
at the same time. They asked whether there was at the same time.  They asked whether there 
was any relationship and Naubakht answered for Schulze, who could not speak Persian 
sufficiently well and hid his head behind Naubakht’s shoulder.  Naubakht showed great 
presence of mind on this occasion and Schulze is of the opinion that he is the only Persian he 
was ever he was ever met who is not a coward. 
 When the party reached the outskirts of Isfahan, Schulze left the car in oorder to avoid 
the police check and did a detour on foot, which necessitated the crossing of the airfield and a 
parade-ground. More elaborate precautions had to be taken about getting through Abadeh 
because there was an English patrol there, which Schulze managed to get through by hiding in 
the boot at the back of the car.   The town of Shiraz was avoided and Nasir Khan eventually 
reached.  Naubakht and Matini stayed the night, the latter having a long conversation with 
Nasir.  They left for Tehran on the net day, 26th June 1942, talking with with them reports 
from Schulze for Mayr to get to Berlin.  These concerned the road from Astara to Pahlevi and 
other road and rail communications in the North.  Schulze had taken to Nasir Khan one of the 
Abwehr sets which had belonged to the Japanese.  This was quite useless because there was 
no operator or power-set and in any case he thinks that it had been adopted by the Japanese in 
such a way that it .. 
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Could reach Ankara only.  Mayr had promised to send down an operator, but he never came.  
Schulze last left this set with Nasir Khan at Pavakan, near Firuzabad. 
 Schulze’s first contacts with Nasir Khan were very delicate.  He had to make himself 
persona grata both with Nasir and with the leading chieftains, although Schulze claims to 
have done this fairly quickly and successfully.  He had to learn much about Islamic customs 
as well as improve his knowledge of Persian and acquire a working knowledge of Turki.  
Luckily for him, he was of value to Nasir because of his legal knowledge which was useful in 
the settlement of land-claims. 
 Schulze’s activities were directed to three main objects:  to establish communications 
an air-base for communications with Berlin and to uphold German influence with the tribes 
through the supply of arms and communication. 
 During the period from his arrival with Nasir Khan to the landing of the parachutists, 
Schulz had in all five letters from Mayr, one in August, one in September, one in October and 
the last one on 23rd January.  Communications between Mayr and Schulze was then 
interrupted, one courier having been arrested by the police, until Javed Ramazani arrived after 
the Anton landing.  All couriers from Schulze to Mayr were arranged by Nasir Khan and 
Schulze does not know who they were. He merely handed in his letter to Nasir for delivery. 
 In one of the letters Mayr wrote (Note: falsely) that he had been in W/T 
communication with Ankara during two weeks in July but that this had been broken down.  In 
his other letters Mayr counselled caution, even though the Germans were advancing on the 
Caucasus.  When Nasir Khan whished to join General Zahedi and attack the Government, 
Mayr opposed such a course on the ground that it was premature and that orders must be 
awaited from Berlin.  In his last message of this period- that sent in January 1943 – Mayr said 
that he was in touch with the germans in Ankara (Note: probably through Firuz Khalilnia).  
Schulze was Firuzabad at the time. 
 Meanwhile Schulze had been getting to work on the landing-ground at Farrachband.  
At first he recontoired an area where supplies could be dropped, but he later developed this 
into the landing ground. 
 The arming of the tribes continued.  Many Persian Army officers came to see Nasir 
Khan Qashgai, bringing arms with them.  One of these was Capt. Massi (Schulze does not 
know his family name).  At the end of 1942, according to Schulze, General Frazer, the 
B.M.A., askedConsul Brennan to make an estimate of the number of rifles in the possession 
of Nasir Khan and his men.  The Consul reported that there were 20,000 new Brno rifles with 
the Qashgai.  In fact, the Qashgai only then had 8,000 of older French and English models, 
although later, if one included all the rifles in the in the area the  fihure probably reached 
25,000.  Mayr thought this exaggerated.  Schulze took the opportunity following Brennan’s 
report to speed a rumour about arms being landed from a German U-boat in the Golf.  This 
never took place and Schulze says it could not take the place, even though Mayr suggested it, 
because although it was possible for submarine to enter the Gulf, the coast did not facilitate 
any landing operation.  

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 
↓ 



 
Arms generally,  Schulze says that this has been going on up to the present day and now 
largely comes from two main sources. There is a regular smuggling trade from Kuweit and 
has heard rumours that a British officer there was connected with it.  Secondly, Indian troops 
in the oilfields area sell very large quanteties of new British ammunition to the tribes in 



exchange for opium. Schulze says he has seen many rounds.  The tribes got  a great many 
extra rifles from the Persian Army during and after the summer campaign against them in 
1943. 
 This campaign began on 21st May 1943 when General Shahbakhti took the initiative. 
Schulze claims that, following the the old policy, the counselled Nasir Khan to conduct the 
war in such a way that British troops would not be compelled to intervene.  Thus one 
magnificent defensive post after another was aboned even though the Qashgai could easily 
have won had they wished. The minute peace-feelers were made by the Government, these 
were accepted.  When Shabhakhti was succeeded by Jehanbani, Nasir Khan Qashgai was in 
touch with the latter through Capt. Alavi. 
 Meanwhile Javad Ramazani arrived from Mayr on 25th June bringing news of the 
Franz expedition and the W/T communications which had been established with Berlin. 
Schulze sent a message back to Mayr asking him to contact Berlin and request dispatch of 
arms for Nasir and also the bombing of the Persian garrison at Galeparian (?).  If this request 
was accede to it was to be acknowledged on the Persian broadcast from Berlin. It was 
Ramazani’s idea.  The reply, however, purporting to come from ‘Herrn K’ (Note: the Qashgai 
brothers in Germany)(AOB, notice: KV 2/1941, PF 66,124) said that the plan could not be 
fulfilled yet for technical reasons.  Schulze and Nasir were to have patience.  (Note: this 
obviously refers to the message reported in para 16 of Counter-Intelligence Summary No. 8 of 
3rd August 1943).  It was partly for this reason that Schulze and Nasir tried to close the 
campaign as quickly as possible,  Schulze maintaining that Berlin inability to despatch 
reinforcements proved that his old policy of the tribes not taking the initiative was correct. 
 On the 26th July 1943 Schulze heard that the Anton expedition had arrived near Diz-i-
Kurd.  He joined it on the 2nd August and had a long conversation with Kurmis who brought 
Schulze his Major’s uniform (a parachutist’s pattern) and informed him that he had been 
transferred from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs back to Abwehr II.  Schulze also received 
instructions from the Abwehr on how he should treat Nasir Khan. Nasir Khan was merely to 
be kept friendly and encouraged to maintain order in his territory.  He was not to come into 
contact with British troops and a ‘Nebenkriegsschauplatz’ was undesirable (Note: c/f the 
message of Mayr at the time who was busy recommending a ‘Nebenkriegsschauplatz’ to 
Berlin).  Kurmis talked of the interest of the S.D. in Luristan and Kurdistan and also Schulze 
of a peace offer the Russians had made in July 1942 which had been rejected by Hitler. 
(AOB, don’t being mixed-up here the event in Stockholm of 5th July 1943? Edgar Klaus 
of I H?)   Schulz e said that Colonel Robert had already told Nasir Khan of this offer and that 
this had encouraged them to believe that Germany would win the war.  
 A week later the party was joined by Nasir Khan Qashgai.  In accordance with the 
policy laid down by Germany, 
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Schulze adviced Nasir to come to terms with Col. Robert.  Schulze considers that until 9th 
August Nasir was entirely pro-German, but that after his meeting with Robert he changed his 
mind and took the opposite tack.  On 16th August Nasir changed completely, doubtless 
influenced by the fall of Moussolini. 
 On the 21st and 22nd September, Nasir Khan suggested that the Germans join Capt. 
Alavi and eventually it was decided that they should go to Negareh Khaneh. 
 They were in W/T communication with Berlin in September and October (AOB, 
1943)  They were only able to operate for a short period at a time because of petrol 
difficulties.  Berlin ordered Schulze and Farzad to return to report.  Four days after landing 
Farzad had reported that they were to be picked up by a plane at Diz-i-Kurd, but because of 
the breakdown in communications this never occurred. During this short period of 
communication, however, they were able to report on the changed attitude of Nasir Khan. 
 When they were at Negareh Khaneh, most of their time was occupied in using their 
lavish stores of medicine to help the tribe people.  The hygienic conditions were appalling. 
 On 23rd December 1943 messengers arrived to tell them that they should rejoin 
Kashani,  they smelt a rat and decided to ignore the advice.  On 20th February, however, 
Abdullah Khan Zarghampour ordered their expulsion from his territory.  Mohammed Bahman 
Bergi, Fathullah Khan Kashguli and a large mounted excort arrived and they were forced to 
leave.   Schulze had already felt that they were about to be handed over, but thought there was 
a 20% chance of this not taking place because there were rumours that Nasir Khan had not yet 
made up his mind. Who was going to win the war and preferred to keep the Germans 
throughout the summer. 
 The Germans were taken to Kushk-i-Zard.  They were determined to defend 
themselves to the last and if necessary to use treir pills to commit suicide. However, Schulze 
had caculated that they would be handed over in a fortnight before they actually were, and 
when this took place their arrangements for defence had already been neglected.  They were 
prevented from committing suicide by their guards, who fell on them during lunch and 
removed their pills. Only Kurmis (AOB, Kurmis committed later suicide by jumping out off a 
hospital window) resisted and eventually overcome. 
 Finally Schulze was questioned about Vaziri.  He said that he had much to do in the 
course of his duties with Lt. Col. Hiscam-Vaziri in Tabriz and that the latter had eventually 
introduced him to his son, Mohammed Hussein.  Schulze said that Mohammed Hussein is 
very sensitive and erratic.  He failed to pass his Abitur in Germany. 
 Schulze mentioned Kümmel’s telephone conversation with a member of the British 
M.A.’s office. He said that Kümel (AOB, likely Kümmel) telephoned from the German 
Summer Legation, where he was interned with his wife in the house formerly occupied by 
Krauter.  Frau Kümmel was expecting a baby and Kümmel asked to be allowed to stay for 
another fortnight.  This was immediately granted. 
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 Schulze is certain that Berlin will have heard of his arrest through the Turks.  He 
thinks that Naubakht will have informed either the Turkish Ambassador or the Turkish M.A., 
with home he is on good terms.  They will have informed their Government who will have 
told the Germans. 
(AOB, I am not so sure about the latter, because Mayr’s groups had been caught due to 
treason by just Naubakht) 
 Recommendations:  That Schulze be interrogated in detail on his knowledge of the 
intensions of Martin Kurmis.  (AOB, who at some moment committed suicide by jumping out 
off a hospital window) 
 
Corrigenda. 
 Reference para 4 of Report No. 1 the name of Schulze’s son is Dieter, not Ditte 
 In para 15 of report No. 1, Mr. Pousette’s predecessor is wrongly called the Swiss 
Minister.  He was, of course, the Swedish Minister. 
 
KV 2/1484-1, page 34 (AOB: Anton Group) 

 
General.  This report does not deal with the training of Piwonka and Harbers, but only with 
details of their operating the period between their arrival in S. Persia, July 1943 and their 
arrest in March 1944. 

 



Their equipment included: 

Receiver and Sender of SD type as supplied previously to Rockstroh 
http://www.cdvandt.org/exhib-details-sd-tx.htm  

 Three Code Machines, one for use in the 1st, 4th 7th & 10th months, and 3rd, 6th, 9th and 
12th months respectively. These machines were set according the Key groups which were sent 
as the Fourth and Penultimate groups of each message. Only a vague description of these 
machines could be obtained, from which it seems likely that a double substitution was 
evolved figures. 

 

  Figure Code written out. 

  Call Sign Code also written out based on the day of the week and the month. 

  International ‘Q’groups. Both operators know the common ones of these, but 
had them also provided on a sheet of paper. 

  A paper containing approximately 2000 groups of figures for the setting of the 
Code Machines. 

  Petrol Engine for charging batteries.  The batteries were smashed on landing 
and the engine was used to give current direct to the W/T Sets. 
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KV 2/1484-1, page 51 

 
The handling over of the Germans in the South. 
 It was stated in paras 1 and 2 of our last summary that the Anton Group and Schulze 
had moved from Tul Negareh Khaneh,  Kassakowsky having left them to join Capt. Alavi in 
the Gulpaigan area.  The move from Nagareg Khaneh was in fact the result of our 
protracted negotiations with tribal leaders, principally Nasir and Khosrow Khan 
Qashgai, to effect the removal of the Germans from Boir Ahmed territory into Qashgai 
controlled area. This transfer was the most important part of the of the whole scheme 
because once the germans were again in Qashgai hands it was almost certain that they would 
sooner or later be handed handed over to us.  The fact that Nasir’s two brothers, Mohammed 
Hussein and Malek Mansour Qashgai, both of whom had been working for the Germans, were 
in British hands and that the tribal leaders felt they might be able to cope with the Persian 
Government backed the British, made it probable that the tribes would eventually over-come 
their scruples about protecting guests and hand the Germans over.  Once they left Boir Ahmed 
territory the main point at issue was how long the final outcome would take. 
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 On the 5th March we had news that the Germans had been handed back to the Qashgai 
and were in the hands of a man called Fathullah Khan Kashguli.  On 10th March 
representatives of this office in the south discovered that Khosrow Khan Qashgai’s assurance 
that all necessary orders had been given for the handing over of the Germans were not to be 
trusted.  Khosrow himself was in Tehran – fortunately as it now seems – and his brother, 
Nasir Khan, was therefore approached and finally, after great difficulty, persuaded to issue 
written orders for disarming and surrender of the Germans. 
 
KV 2/1484-1, page 60 

 
    Interrogation Report No. 1 
Name: Schulze (AOB, incorrect Schultze), Dr. Julius Berthold (AOB, postwar Bernhard(t)) 
Nationality:  German 
Age:  49 
Abwehr cover name:  Saba 
Mayr No: 3051 
Languages:  German, Russian, French, Persian and English 
Interrogated in German 27th and 28th March 1944 by Captain R. Thistlethwaite, I.O. 
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KV 2/1484-1, page 60 

 
On 3rd January 1919 he was released from Army duties 

 He returned to complete is studies in Leipzig, where he was made Doctor of Law in 
1921.  He married Gertrude Liebe on 27th August, 1921 and in 1923 his first child, Brigitte, 
followed in 1942 and 1925 by two sons Ernst and Dieter. In 1924 he became official 
defending Counsel for people without means who were tried before the 4th Strafsenat, …. He 
occupied this post until 1939, … He defended Russian spies and Germans who had been 
working for the French, but never once acted as defending counsel for a British agent.  

 
 In 1937 Schulze became an official military interpreter in Russian, a language in 
which he claims to be vey proficient, and he occupied this post with his legal one until 1939. 
Schulze was never a member of the Nazi Party. 
 
KV 2/1484-2 page 5 + 6 extracted 12.5.44 

 
Persia. 
 Further to Security Summary 175 para 7(a), further details are now available 
concerning the capture of the party of Germans in South Persia.     On 5th March news was 
received that the German had been handed back to the Qashgai.  Nasir Khan was therefore 
approached and was with difficulty persuaded to issue written orders for the disarming and 
surrender of the Germans.  The Germans were actually handed over in the small village of 



Kush-i-Zard on 23rd March with them were handed over a W/T set of the S.D. type used by 
Mayr and Rockstroh, a small booby trap and a bomb fitted for  electrical detonation.  Their 
stock of dynamite, a Bren gun and several Sten guns had been taken from them by the tribes 
as had also their papers, including a chronicle of Schulze’s activities which it is hoped to 
recover. 
 Preliminary interrogation has revealed that Schulze went to Qashgai territory on 
instruction from Mayr after his attempt to escape from Persia to Afghanistan where he was to 
organise the German colony had failed in May 1941.   Schulze still maintains that the Anton 
expedition was sent out to operate under his command.   His orders from Berlin were to keep 
the Qashgai friendly disposed to the German cause and to establish communication by W/T 
and courier with a view to preparing the ground for a further German sabotage expedition. .. 

 
That this information will help to break down Piwonka and Harbers who profess complete 
ignorance of the objects of the expedition, maintaining that they are only W/T operators.  
Harbers has admitted that he had only been able to transmit for a total of 10 days since his 
arrival owing to a breakdown in the power set: a new W/T set had been promised by (but?) 
had never arrived and the party had consequently had no communication with Germany since 
21st December 1943. 
KV 2/1484-2, page 10 

 
 On the 28th February (AOB, 1944) we had our first conference with the Qashgai. 
Khosrow Khan Kashgai, his mother, Bibi Khanum, and Ahmed Khan Kashguli, one of the 
leaders of the Kashguli section of the Kashgai section of the Qashgai were present.  We had 
further conferences every day up to 6th March when Khosrow Khan Qashgai left Shiraz for 
Tehran with Lt. Navarra.  During these conferences, after a study fight of wits and wills, we 
forced the Qashgai to accept unconditionally all our major points and a number of minor ones.  
But we made one mistake of which we were not aware until the 8th March.  We believed 
Khosrow Khan to have full authority to speak, and act as a leader of the Qashgai in this 
matter.  This he had not got, though it now seems probably that he believed himself to have it 
as nobody liked to tell him that he had not.  
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 By the 3rd March (AOB, 1944) we had forced the Qashgai authorities with whom we 
had been conferring in Shiraz to agree to all our terms.  On the 4th, therefore, a messenger was 
ready to leave Shiraz for Fathullah Khan Kashguli with instructions from Khosrow Khan 
Qashgai to disarm the Germans and to take them to the vicinity of Kakun which is about 150 
miles west of Abadeh, and about 200 miles NW of Shiraz as the crow flies, and in the midst 
of wild mountain country.  But, as we all were able to send the messenger some distance by 
car, and, as we hoped also to be able to make use of motor transport at the Abadeh end,  after 
a careful reckoning of the time and space problem, we concluded that, if Khosrow Khan’s 
message was genuine and we were not double-crossed, the operation should take place ten 
days later, i.e. the 13th, and we allowed an extra three days for unforeseen  delays, and warned 
the D.S.O. that the operation might take place between the 13th and 16th March.  But we were 
still a long way from our goal. Influences were at work about which we knew nothing, and 
still know very little.  During negotiations with Khosrow Khan Qashgai, his mother and 
Ahmed Khan Kashguli, a telegram was received from the Qashgai brothers in Turkey saying 
that they intended to leave Turkey on the 16th March.  This was the first direct communication 
which had been received in Shiraz from the brothers since they left Europe, and there can be 



little doubt that it indicated to the Qashgai in Shiraz that we were controlling their 
correspondence and that had now found it opportune to start playing the brothers in Turkey 
against the Germans in Fars, and that this telegram was the first sign that we would be 
prepared to let the brothers return to Persia only in exchange for the Germans.  We, knowing 
that we had in fact no proper over the brothers so long they remained in Turkey, let the latter 
lie as far as possible.  The Qashgai, knowing that they were not on very firm ground, did not 
make a direct approach to the subject, and thus became a matter of who could out-stare the 
other. 
Major Jackson believed that there was no real cause for anxiety,  for, although he was fully 
aware that there was a considerable anxiety about the brothers in the Qashgai camp, he 
believed that Khosrow Khan Qashgai had acted in good faith, and in this I now think he was 
correct, but we had not only Khosrow Khan to reckon with.  I did not feel so certain that we 
were at the end of the struggle, but could find no clue as to what might be wrong.  

 

 
 On the same day Mohammed Bahman Biki warned us that Fathullah Khan Kashguli 
would never hand over the germans without the written orders of Nasir Khan Qashgai 
himself.  We did not believe him, but we were aware that he was in some way preparing us 
for further complications.  We arranged, therefore to have a further conference with Khosrow 
Khan on the 5th.  I considered that we should prevent him from going to Tehran until after the 
operation had been completed.  However, it was obvious that we had no power to prevent him 
from against his will.  We did not want to give way to him on this point and thus weaken our 
general position, so it was decided that, at the conference, we should not press for him to 
abandon his journey to Tehran if it seemed that we were likely to be met with a blank refusal.  
The journey looked like a double-cross of some kind as Khosrow Khan could give no reason 
for it than that he whished to consult a doctor, so some private business before the New year, 
and be out of Fars at the handing-over of the germans.  Early in the conference it seemed that 
we would be able to prevent the journey to Teheran.  However, I changed my mind and 
decided not to press the point.  I had no very good reason at the time beyond a feeling that 
Khosrow Khan was not double-crossing, and that the advantages to us in him going to 
Teheran were not outweighted by the disadvantages, and that it did not thus matter much 



whether he stayed or went.  As it happened, Khosrow Khan’s absence from Shiraz ultimately 
proved greatly to our advantage. 
KV 2/1484-2, page 14 

 
 Nasir Khan has the strongest personality of any Persian I have met other than the 
notorious General Zahidi.  He is a big, hard man, standing nearly six feet, and weighting 
upwards of 14 stone, and about 40 years of age.  He is nervous in manner, obviously highly 
strung, perhaps even hysterical, but in his meeting with us he was open and direct and there 
was nothing obsequious about him.  After the usual compliments, and a minimum of 
introductory small talk, we got down to hard business.  The whole lay out of the camp was 
simple and without ostentation, and we were seated on rough tribal rugs on the floor of a 
small tent one side of which we had a charming view on the Qashgai camp under the white 
trunks of a grove of poplar trees, with the wild plain and high mountains in the background.  
For six solid hours we battled with Nasir Khan, with a brealk of not more than a quarter of an 
hour for lunch.  Nasir Khan probably believed he was fighting a preliminary round for high 
stakes and was bent on wasting as little time as possible on the traditional courtesies.  It was 
hard for us to frame our tactics as the meeting went on, as Major Jackson and I had very little 
opportunitiey to talk together alone.  However, we had set ourselves one firm objective before 
starting, which was to get written instructions from Nasir Khan for the handling over of the 
germans.  During the course of the conversation we introduced the subject of Naubakht and 
Kassakowski, but it was obvious that we could only conclude one point in one day, so the 
discussion about Naubakht and Kassakowski never reached important proportions. 
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 The following day, the 9th March, we sent Nasir Khan’s message to Fatullah Khan 
Kashguli.  I now felt, so far as the intention to deliver the germans was concerned, we were 
safe so long as we could conclude the matter before our own position began to deteriorate.  
But I feared that, through inefficiency and the normal dilatory methods of the people with 
whom we had to deal,  the matter might be delayed.  However, it is still possible that, if 
Fatullah Khan had already moved nearer to Abadeh, the operation might take place within the 
time limit we had given to D.S.O., so we did not revise the dates.  But we resumed our 
conferences with Bibi Khanum and Ahmed Khan Kashguli from Ardakhan, 60 miles N.W. of 
Shiraz, where he has property and influence.  So the battle began again and resulted in Major 
Jackson and myself making another day’s journey on the 11th March, this time to the vicinity 
of Ardakhan, in company with Ahmed Khan, and to the despatch of yet another messenger to 
Fatullah Khan. 
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 Soon after my return to the hotel, Biki arrived, having been away five days.  
Hehhadhad a hard time and had acted with decision and recourcefulness.  Fatullah Khan was 
nit at Khushk-i-Zard, and Biki had had a hard ride over the mountains to reach him.  He then 
forced him to start at once for Khushk-i-Zard.  He had already disarmed the german and 
promised to be at Khushk-i-Zard possibly on the 21st,  certainly not later than the 22nd, 23rd.  I 
had great difficulty in making contact with Major Jackson in Shiraz as the telegraph and 
telephone office were taking the day off for New Year’s day.  However, at 1430 hrs I got a 
message through giving the date, time and place of the rendez-vous.  On the following day I 



reconnoitred about 37 miles of the track to Khush-i-Zard, but for various reasons, had to turn 
back after crossing the Kivlar pass, from where I was able to see the village of Khushk-i-Zard 
some 15 miles away. 
. 
. 
Report dated 29th March 1944 
From:- Major W.M.T. Magan 
To:-  Lt. Col. Spencer 
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. 
Immediate. 
C1214 (or 219)  cipher 27 Mar. 
 At 1400 hours 27 March Kurmis evades British military guards at hospital and 
commits suicide by jumping out of the window. (AOB, according message KV 2/1484-2, 
page 26, Kurmis’attempt was not successful and was brought to a British hospital???) 
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. 
. 
 Kashgai handed over four German to the British security authorities ther territory 
March 23rd.  A fifth German (AOB, Kassakowski) who was probably born in Russia but had 
lived for many years in this country had been allowed to escape two or three weeks before. So 
far we know there is no other Germans loose in Persia. 
 The Germans had been disarmed and made no resistance. Two transmitter sets and one 
receiver were taken with them. 
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Report extract dated 30.3.44 for B.1.Reg. 
The Germans in the South. 
 It appears that Constantine Kassakowsky has left Berthold Schulze and the ‘Anton’ 
group of Germans and may now be in the Gulpaigan area with the Persian Army deserter Capt 
Alavi.  Kassakowsky has been a refugee in tribal territory so long that he is looked on by the 
tribes as one of themselves. 
 Kurmes, Schulze, Harbers and Pirwanka have begun their move from Tul Negareh 
Khaneh.  Yjey are said to be taking every precaution and to take turns to keep guard two at a 
time.  They are armed with pistols and grenades.  They have their W/T set with them, but 
according to one source this has not been working for over a month because the aggregate has 
gone wrong.  They are all said to speak some Persian. It is believed that the Boir Ahmedi have 
robbed them of their gold and that they have no money left. 
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Activity of Service 2/7003 

Berlin (Belzig) to Persia (Stn. Dora) 
  The station in Persia of Service 2/7003 has never been heard by R.S.S.  Berlin 
was first reported at 1500 G.M.T. on 22.8.43 (AOB, thus after the Mayr group had been 
arrested on 15th August 1943 in Teheran), when traffic was sent, there was no indication as to 
whether contact was was not made.  On the 23rd the control (AOB, Belzig) sent traffic, but 
failed to make contact. On the 24th contact was made and berlin received traffic but sent none. 
The service was not keard again until 29.8.43m but from then until 28.9.43 (AOB, ???) Berlin 
failing to make contact, sent several days.  The attempt to send traffic ceased after that date, 
but Berlin continued to transmit, apparently hoping for a reply, until the middle of November 
1943.  Serious efforts to make contact to have been given up at the time, but Berlin has 
continued to call daily up to and including 16.2.44.  It has not been heard since that date. 
 
 Normal transmitting times appear to have been 0100, 0500 and 1500 G.M.T. 
 
Signed JH/MAI 
21.2.44. 
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(AOB, the latter two pages 9line 13/39 are in contradiction to the forgoing about Belzig 
2/7003) 
This line should be considered representing the Havel Institue line (Wannsee, S.D.)  
AOB, actually all wireless operators were trained by the Havel Institut, and likely therefore 
operating via the line 13/39 
Date of report 19/2/44? 
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 These Germans are said (AOB, the numbers and names of the Germans involved are’t 
correct, but the following is exaggerated, but the line of the summary isn’t far off the true 
situation.) to be guarded by thirty men under command of Hadi Khan (AOB, not correct, 
according Schulze-Holthus’s autobiography) of the Boir Ahmedi and Agha Farajullah of the 
Aghai section the same tribe, who lodged in out-houses some distance away from the 
germans.  The latter are said to be living in a tower (AOB, about correct) on top of of a 
mound to the West of the river.  They keep a 24 hour watch and whenever a German leaves a 
heavy machine-gun is manned by another German on the roof. (AOB, according Schulze’s 
autobiography this is rubbish) Their armament is reported to consist of (3?) machine guns, 7 
to 8 rifles pistols and hand-grenades (possibly made on the spot. (AOB, if so done by 
Kassakowski (Conny)) A big area in front has been cleared of stones and brushwood is being 
collected.  One report said were expected and thus maintain tribal confidence. Radio 
communications, both reception and transmission, are said to have been established with 
Berlin about mid-December (AOB, 1943) last.  Previous unsuccessful attempts were made to 
establish W/T communications with Berlin from Diz-i-Kurd, Marzian, Khosrow Shirin and 
Sarum. 
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 Of the 172 suspects whose arrest was required by the British and Soviet authorities 
(AOB, the current occupying forces in Persia), 25 are still at large.  In this number are several 
of more seriously implicated Persians who would naturally do their utmost to escape arrest – 
the deduty Maubakht (AOB, the one who betrayed Mayr’s hiding place) and his son, the anti 
British Mullah Saiyid Abul Qasim Kashani, Mohammed Husain Hisam Ud-Din Vaziri and 
Husain Ali Qaraqozlu.  The arrest of these persons is the second most important security task, 
particularly as Kashani and Qaraqozlu may attempt to leave the country. The latter? Had 
previously attempted to get a visa for Switzerland, and his own connection with the Abwehr 
makes it probable that he will try to reach Turkey. 
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 Five Germans remain to be captured in the south: Berhold Schulze, Constantine 
Kassakowsky (AOB, Connie),  Martin Kurmes, Priwanka (AOB, according Schulze 
Pirwonka) and Harbers as well as Persian interpreter of the Anton group, Homayun Farzard.  
Kurmis (Kurmes) is said to be an S.S. man who previously did special work in Memel and at 
the Crimea; his party was probably sent out by Sicherheitsdienst and it has one W/T set as 
well as certain amount of explosive.  Its present location is known fairly accurate and it 
constitutes no immediate threat to Allied installations because of its distance. From railway, 
the fact that it seems only able to receive and not to transmit messages and also because it is 
guarded by a tribal escort which makes any attempt at escape difficult.  Nevertheless, the 
clearing up of these remaining Germans must obviously rank highest on the list of counter-
intelligence tasks in Persia, and plans have been drawn up their capture. 
 
 KV 2/1484-3, page 1 

 
Mufti of Jerusalem 
Rashid Ali Gailani (AOB, Iraqi who stood up against British Occupation of Iraq)   
Ettel (Former German Minister in Persia) 
Grobba  (Former German Minister in Iraq) 
Hentig (who was in Persia in the war of 1914-18) 
Geldern v. Crispendorff (Former German M.A. in Persia) 
Pichtsmayer 
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Rabbi   =  Franz Mayr 
Lutfullah  =  Günther Blume Decarded 21/9/59 
Abdullah  =  Ernst Viktor Köndgen 
Shukrullah  =  Karl Korel 
Karim   =  Werner Rockstroh 
Hassan   =  Georg Grille 
Rahim   =  Hans Holzapfel 
Shahpur  =  Pirvanka 
Ferej   =  Harbers 
Shir Khan  =  possibly either Kurmis (Kurmes) or Homayun Farzard 
Anton Chief  =  Nasser Khan Qashgai (AOB: Nasir Khan, Nasr Khan) 
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