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KV 2/1480
This document contains materials derived from the latter file
Its purpose: to be used as a kind of reference document, containing my personal selection of
report sections; considered being of relevance.
My input: I have in almost every case created transcripts of the just reproduced file content.
However, sometimes adding my personal opinion; always accompanied by: AOB (with- or
without brackets)
Please do not multiply this document
Remember: that the section-copies still do obey to Crown Copyright

KV 2/1480-1, p0

KV 2/1480-1, page 18

A.D.B.
Please see this draft prepared by B.3.a. to be sent out to the Field. I would suggest that
we send it to Colonel Noakes with the following slight alteration – paragraph 3 to read:“In our view it wood be a good idea if opportunity was afforded for correspondence between
Captain Wickens and Mayr, but we would like to know if this cuts across your policy or
meets in any other way with your disapproval. I think you will agree, however, that if we take
Mayr’s prototype in the last war, Wasmuss, as an example, he will continue to be a figure of
some interest both in his own country and in Persia.”
J. Chenhalls.
B.1.b.
25.4.46
AOB: Mss Chenhalls is here quite moderate, but generally she is a rather fanatic
person!
AOB: Wilhelm Wasmuss

Waßmuß (Konsul) proved to have
been a comparable personality, in Persia and Afghanistan, but
in World War I.
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 19

Mr. Stewart – B.3.a
Arising out of the telegram from S.I.K.E. at 141a, I telephoned to B.A.O.R. asking
them to check whether Franz Mayr had, in fact, been repatriated from Egypt. Major Thornton
telephoned me today to say that they hp;d file concerning this man but it was clear from their
records that he had not yet been received in the British Zone of Germany. I am, therefore,
returning this file to you to make further investigations in the Middle East.
As I have already told you, I cannot understand why they refer to a P.W. camp for he
was, as you know, a SS Hauptsturmführer.
J. Chenhalls
B.w,b/JC.
18.11.46
AOB: in this occasion she isn’t a nice lady, and the typical bitch as ever before!
KV 2/1480-1, page 20

B.3. (Mr. Kellar) – through B.3.a. (Mr. Robertson).
Further to Minute 144, please see the letter from S.I.S. at 146a, giving the gist of the
telegram sent by them to I.S.L.D. on the proposal of Mayr’s escape being exploited.
B.3a.
29.11.46.
↓
↓

KV 2/1480-1, page 20

D.B (D.O.W???)
Franz Mayer, the subject of these files, was the principal German agent in Persia
during the earlier part of the war. He did a particularly good job of work in organising and
running an extensive fifth column movement in Persia and it was some time before we were
able to run him to ground. He is reputed to have seen himself as the Lawrence of Arabia of
the recent war and his exploits certainly showed something of the latter’s imagination and
understanding of Eastern mentality. A summary of his story, which I prepared at the time,
will be found in Volume 3, serial /2x. attached
Mayer has now escaped from internment in Mid-East and we have been considering,
in consultation with M.I.6., the possibility of exploiting the situation by using Mayr as a
penetration agent against the Russians. After due consideration, this proposal has, however,
been turned down for the reasons given in 146a.
AOB: Apparently this report might be covered within the forgoing file series KV 2/1479!
↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 21

B.3a. (Mr. Robertson)
I think you will be interested in Serials 149a-154a, as well as my letter to Whitestone
at 155a, which was drafted after consultation with B.1.d. I can hardly think that, in the search
for Mayr, Gamotta has also been unearthed, but if so it is merely one more picturesque detail
in this fascinating epic.
B.3a.
18.2.47
R. Thirstlethwaite
KV 2/1480-1, page 24

19.3.47

To M.I.6. re Gallal
FILE CLOSED

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1480-1, page 28

19th March, 1947
Dear

Please refer to our PF 65932/B3a/RT of 6th March

1947
You have no doubt received
The report passed to CRPO by SIME of 24th February last that a certain Dr. Gallal of
Zamalek, Cairo, has received a letter from Mayr, in which he asks him to help. Dr. Gallal,
who has been to Switzerland several times before, was expected to leave Cairo for that
country about 10th March.
We have since heard that Gallal is believed identical with Dr. Kemal Al
Din Gallal, a German educated Egyptian who worked in the German Propaganda Ministry

during the war. He is travelling to Switzerland as the correspondent of three Arabic
newspapers.
S.I.M.E. have stated that their interest in Mayr’s interrogation in
Switzerland is dependent on the progress of the interrogation of their prisoners held by them.
In any event, they consider that it will probably be unnecessary to interrogate him concerning
Gallal.
Yours sincerely,
P.A.H. Hodgson
M.I.6.
KV 2/1480-1, page 32

PF.65932/B.3a/RT

6th March, 1947

Dear
I enclose three sets of Photostats of the Swiss report on Franz Mayr’s passport.
One set has already gone to S.I.M.E. , who have been asked to take no action on them without
prior reference to
You will no doubt be telling me know what the possibilities are for having
Mayr interrogated in Zürich. You will remember we discussed this matter in connection with
S.I.M.E.’s reports that Mayr had written from prison in Zürich to Dr. Gallal in Cairo.
As regards Mayr’s eventual disposal, our German Section has pointed out that
the automatic arrest category would soon cease to apply in the U.S. Zone of Germany, so that
any transfer which took place would have to be a British Zone. S.I.M.E. have been informed
of this. They are of the opinion that Germany would be more suitable than Austria, since
Mayr is not an Austrian national and the French, not the British, Zone of Austria contiguous
with Switzerland.
Your sincerely,
R.T.
R. Thistlethwaite
S.I.S.
__________________________

↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 62

SECRET

CX/12789/10 dated 16th January, 1947
Dear Shotter,
Franz Mayr.
As I told you over the ‘phone this morning, Franz Mayr is now believed to be in
Switzerland. This information was obtained from a re-captured P.O.W. who met Mayr
when at large in Egypt and from an Egyptian woman with whom was very friendly.
S.I.M.E. are certain that Mayr did not leave Egypt before November 10th
Yours sincerely,
For H.A.R. Philby
J.L. Shotter, Esq.,
M.I.5.

↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 63

SIME/P.2253/BA

Director General
Box 500, Parliament St. B.O.,
London S.W.1.

S.I.M.E.
General Headquarters,
Middle East Land Forces
10th January, 1947

Combined Research and Planning Section
General Headquarters,
Middle East Land Forces
Subject: Franz Mayr and Roman Gamotta.
Mayr is still at liberty, and information from several different sources
points to his being in Switzerland.
Our inquiries reference Mayr have brought to light the surprising fact
that S.D. Hauptsturmführer Roman Gamotta is at present residing in Alexandria, and is
reported to be be engaged in transferring escaped German prisoners of war to Spain.
It is hoped that the arrest of Gamotta will be effected shortly.
W.I. N. Mercer Capt.
For Brigadier G.S.
WINM/GG

↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 64

CX/12789/10 dated 21.11.46
Dear Stuart,
Fanz Mayr.
With reference to our recent conversation about Franz Mayr, I am writing to confirm
the gist of a telegram which we have to-day sent to our representative in Middleeast.
We have informed him that we do not think any good good can come of any proposal
to use Mayr as a double agent against the Russians.

We have quoted Spencer’s belief that Mayr would unlikely to accept such mission, and that
he would probably aim to return either to Germany or Persia, where he has influential friends.
We know that Mayr was in Moscow with a German economic mission from December 1939
to February 1940, but we have pointed out to our representative that we know of his attitude
towards Russia.
We have expressed the opinion to our representative that if Mayr made an approach to
the Russians they would almost certainly transfer him at once to Moscow, or at least to some
Russian-controlled territory, where they could first interrogate him fully and then consider a
leisure his possible future usefulness to them. We have said that Russians would in our view
be unlikely to use him in the Middle East, at any for some time. We consider that the balance
of probability is that if the Russians took him on at all they would give him some intelligence
or propaganda work in Moscow connected with Middle East. We have pointed out that once
Mayr was in Russian hands the extent to which we could then control him would obviously be
a major problem.
We have also drawn our representative’s attention to the considerable embarrassment
which might be caused to H.M.G*. if Mayr were now to escape to Persia or if the Russians
subsequently sent him there. We have therefore come to the conclusion after consultation
with you that the only safe answer is to re-arrest Mayr. We have said that you are informing
S.I.M.E. accordingly.
Yours sincerely,
For H.A.R. Philby
D.L. Stewart, Esq.,
M.I.5.
AOB: * H.M.G. Her Majesty’s Government
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 66

Xxxxxx
Franz Mayr escaped from PW Camp August 26th 46 and only recently reported to us when
contact saw in Cairo.
Am discussing with I.S.L.D. possibility of exploitation. Will keep you informed.
KV 2/1480-1, page 68

Xxx
We shall have no objections, and indeed support the idea, that Capt. Wickens should
keep in touch with Franz Mayr.

Maur’s correspondence, if he is allowed to be at liberty in Germany, will be put on the
Censorship Watch List, but this may not always prove 100% effective, and we should
therefore be greatful if any information of interest by Capt. Wickens, could be passed on here.
AOB query: does this imply that Capt. Wickens correspondence was also under Censorship
Watch?
Please notice, also KV 2/1480-1, page 18 because this very fact been dealt with.
Capt Wickens was formerly on the Staff of D.S.O in Persia
KV 2/1480-1, page 69

Capt. Wickens, formerly on the staff of D.S.O. Persia, has been demobilised in the
U.K. and is now working in Cambridge. He has received an ordinary airmail letter from
Mayr, posted in the Middle East, suggesting that the two should keep up correspondence.
Wickens quite correctly brought the letter to us and asked for advice on whether to reply. It
has occurred to us and asked for advice on whether to reply. It has occurred to us that this
might offer a medium in the future for keeping in touch unofficially with Mayr, as Wickens
played some part in the interrogation and would undoubtedly hear sufficient from his former
prisoner to indicate the latter intentions.
In our view it would be good idea if opportunity was afforded for correspondence
between Capt. Wickens and mayr, but we would like to know if this cuts across your policy or
meets in any other way with your disapproval. I think you will agree, however, that if we
take Mayr’s prototype in the last war, Wasmuss (AOB, should correctly have been:
Wassmuss), as an example, he will continue to be a figure of some interest both in his own
country and in Persia.
1 May 1946
J. Chenhalls
AOB comment: In this letter Mss Chenhalls is expressing very kindly, which she regularly
wasn’t doing! It also putting some light on the connected latter of KV 2/1480-1, page 18
Please be aware, that the file successions are running inverse in time
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 71

Wickens came in to see me the other day and produced the interesting letter of which I
attach Photostats. You will see that Mayr knew:Wickens’ address
That Spencer (the Herr Oberst) had been in Hannover.
That Navara was in Isfahan
While Mayr’s information is a little out of date it is interesting to note his continued
interest in our careers and his apparent ability to observe them from behind the barbed wire of
an interment camp:
I do not know what the present position is about Mayr, and would be glad if you could
let me know if he is to be repatriated and, if so, whether as a civilian internee or P.O.W.
You will see that he has Wickens to send him a reply. Wickens himself is quite willing to
take whatever action in the matter we want, and I would therefore be glad if you could let me
know if you think it would be a good idea for Wickens to open a correspondence with Mayr
with the object of keeping some sort of unofficial contact with him in the coming years. This
may, of course, be unnecessary if Mayr carriers out his long cherished ambition of playing in
his film in Holywood.
Wing Commander H. Dawson Sheperd, R. Thistlethwaite Major (26th March 1946)

KV 2/1480-1, page 73

AOB: My personal note, in the forgoing papers somewhere is noticed that MI5 ? was quite
embarrassed that Mayr has written a letter, more so that he did find out the occupation
including the address of one of his interrogators. My perception: they lost contact to reality
and regular human rights.
Partly quoting: …Es ist dies der erste Brief, den ich seit meiner Gefangennahme in die Welt
verschicke. AOB: was this illegal for prisoners, thus leaving out the Red Cross?
… Nach unser kleinen Odyssee bin ich jetzt an diesen Strand verschlagen, sozusagen im
dritten Jahr meiner Inhaft.
…Es sind nun 6 Jahre daß ich ohne jegliche Nachricht von dort bin und vice verse.
KV 2/1480-1, page 74

It is learnt from Most Secret Sources in June 1942 that, in September 1941, the
German Military Attaché in Tehran asked the Japanese Military Attaché to keep in his
custody certain W/T sets and arms. When the German Attaché left Persia the W/T sets were
passed by the Japanese to Franz Mayr. For the purpose of establishing W/T communication
Mayr asked the Japanese Minister to transmit details of call-signs etc., which he supplied to
Tokyo for the German Ambassador.
3.10.45
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-1, page 83

26th February, 1945
Dear Ponsonby,
With reference to your letter K.W. 4 of 14th February, 1945 I am now able to inform
you that we have been in communication with our Cairo representatives and that no objection
is seen to the Swiss Legation being informed that Franz Mayr is in good health and remains in
custody in the Middle East.
With regard to this question raised in the final paragraph of your letter, I may say that
Franz Mayr is in fact not allowed any facilities for writing; in this his treatment is identical
with that of all other internees in the same category, that this information should not be
communicated to the Swiss.
Yours sincerely,
A.J. Kellar
A.G. Ponsonby, Esq.,
Foreign Office

↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1480-1, page 85

Prisoners of War Department,
Foreign Office
Devonshire House
Piccadilly,
14th February, 1945.
Dear Kellar,
…..I enclose a copy from the Swiss Legation about Franz Mayr.
Can you please let me know what we should answer?
I note that the Germans say they have not had information about his
whereabouts since he went to Egypt. Is Mayr not allowed to write? Or is this to be taken as
true information through the Protecting Power?
Sgnd.
(A.G. Ponsonby)
A.J. Kellar ERsq.,
Box No. 500,
Parliament Street B.O.
AOB: likely M.I.6 or M.I.5.
↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-2, page 2

Quoting from:
According to a report from the Swedish Protecting Power mission in Iran, Franz Mayr,
a Reich national, born on November 15, 1914, was arrested on August 15, 1943, in Tehran by
British authorities and was taken to Sultanabad; from there transferred to Cairo. As no further
news has reached the Ministry of Foreign Affairs regarding the present whereabouts of Mayr,
the Swedish Protecting Power Mission thereupon stated that the British authorities in Iran
have replied that inquiries regarding the German national Franz Mayr ought more
appropriately to be made through the Protecting Power in Great Britain.

KV 2/1480-2, page 21 quoting selectively:

We have recommended that the letter should be condemned in view of the following
statement:
“That is one of the reasons why we have absolutely no more use for English. This is
plain speaking. They caused all wars in Europe for the last centuries, but we hope that after
this war they will have very little to say”.
We would draw attention to the following further points, in case you consider that the
matter should be taken further:The letter was examined and passed by U.S.A. Censor 6842.
The documents reported are only copies of letters addressed by INCO to S.M.
Husseini. The originals have evidently been sent by some means which have evaded
censorship, or attempted to do so.
To:Captain?
A.J. Kellar, Esq.,
for Major D.S.O., CICI Persia.
AOB A.J. Kellar = B.1.b Head M.I.5.
↓
↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-3, page 61 + 62

↓
↓
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From: Albert Foyer, Code Section to Mr. Tudor Craig.
I have receiverd your note of 23/12/43 with a copy of Mr. Grogan/s memo and two of
Mayr’s codes.
The first one, for use in written communications, if used in the way described, should
present no difficulties, and is, in my opinion, of no value as a Code.
The second method, for use by wireless, is more interesting and, if used properely and
reception could be assured, might give good deal of trouble in breaking and could be a useful
method.

As a five-figure cipher it would on division into pairs (a usual step in this former
cipher) immediately disclose the fact that each pair consisted of an odd number which would
establish part of the method but the fact that the “key phrase” (the R.C. Pater Noster in
German) consists of considerably over 300 letters before any regular repeat occurs, would
complicate the cipher to such a great extent that if fairly short messages it would make it
difficult, if not impossible, to break it.
The weakness are, of course, principally those described by Mayr i.e. faults in
encoding and transmission and poor reception but, in addition, it seems to me to be a serious
fault the system itself that, when a ciphered figure amounts to less than 10, Mayr says that
neither a nought nor any other digit is added. This seems so bad a fault that it is either not
true or that it shows Mayr as being inexpert at this kind of work.
One point of the method is of particular interest to me in view of our past
investigations of wireless messages which were thought to be transmitted to agents. I have
always believed that if a Code message to an agent is embodied in any message sent by
regular broadcasting systems there must be a signal of some sort early in the message to tell
the agent whether or not there is a message in it for him, otherwise he would have to listen-in
regularly to all broadcasts, many of which may have no interest for him.
My belief is supported by Mayr’s system in which a warning is given, at a definitely
agreed place in the broadcast that a code message follows. Although in this system there is no
attempt to disguise that the message is in Code, the presence of the warning supports the
theory, and it is perhaps more important because Mayr says he got the general idea of the
Code from a cipher expert of the German Legation and the method of introduction the
message was probably part of the system discussed with the expert.
The report says that 3 or 4 of the messages actually received by Mayr are being
decoded and we should like to see a copy of these if possible.
I am also interested in a detail in connection with wireless messages to enemy agents
which is not dealt with in the extract from the report in this case but may be dealt with in
some other part of the report i.e. the method to be used by an agent in (1) acknowledging
receipt of a message and (2) asking for repetition in case of bad transmission or reception.
If Mayr disclosed this I think it would be interesting.
Albert Foyer
P.S.
If a copy is correct the subsection (d) on p.3 would be incorrect as the word Fuehre is
spelt Fuhre and this would throw out the resulting cipher
28.12.43
↓
↓
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KV 2/1480-3, pages 66 + 67 S.S. and German Army Ranks and their English equivalents

↓
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SS and German Army Ranks and their English equivalents

KV 2/1480-3, page 68

CX/12789/10 dated 22.12.43
Dear Kellar,
…..
A telegram dated 22.12.43 containing the following information, (mostly from Most Secret
Sources) bearing on the Mayr case has been sent to Mideast for S.I.M.E..
Kanz is confirmed from other agent’s report as being a cipher expert and was also
mentioned in our Most Secret Material in Juky 1943 in connection to cipher matters.
Uscha Bez is a wel known W/T expert at the Havel Institut and Siepen’s right hand
man.
I am returning some pencil notes for your Registry on the Mayr case traces, with many
thanks
Yours sincerely,
A.J. Kellar Esq.
M.I.5.

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
Finish KV 2/1480 file series 20-3’18

