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KV 2/1478-1, page 0

KV 2/1478-1, page 5
Anton Tribe German code name for Gashgai Tribe
KV 2/1478-1, page 6
Canaris, Admiral 59b 70k p:12
KV 2/1478-1, page 8

Gartenfeld
Gashgai brothers
Gashgai tribe
KV 2/1478-1, page 11
Jebsen 60b
KV 2/1478-1, page 12
Kelly German code name for Vaziri, Mohammed Hussein Hissam un-Din
KV 2/1478-1, page 13
Lotzendienst 7031 German code name for Mayr, Franz (Franz Mayer, AOB)
KV 2/1478-1, page 14
Max German cover name for Mayr, Franz (AOB, Franz Mayer)
KV 2/1478-1, page 18
Saba German cover name for Schulze Berthold (AOB, incorrect = Schulze-Holthus)

KV 2/1478-1, page 20
Sieben (AOB, Siepen?)
KV 2/1478-1, page 24

16.9.43
From R.I.S. enclosing some suggestions for interrogation of Mayer
17.9.43
To Duff Cooper, forwarding account on Mayer’s arrest
KV 2/1478-1, page 25

29.9.43From R.I.S. enclosing translation of messages transmitted Franz Mayer
KV 2/1478-1, page 29

The commentary is not however only a key to the names. It contains much general
information which will not be published elsewhere. By re-reading the diary in conjunction
with it, the Mayer case is much more intelligible and interesting Mayr’s memory is excellent
and insofar as it is not betrayed him all statements may be considered true.
KV 2/1478-1, page 30

Hassan was the gardener of the American Cemetery in Teheran, where Mayr was
hiding.

“A.Z”, mentioned in the first second, third and seventh paragraphs, refer to Lili Sanjari,
Mayr’s mistress. …. Lili of being pro-British because she was born in London.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-1, page 31

‘A.Z’ and ‘N.D’ mentioned in the first paragraph are Lili Sanjari and Ahmed Namdar
respectively. Mayr had known Namdar later well when the latter was working for the German
Legation (he was still there when the Swedes took over German interests). Mayr hoped to be
able to find out about any pro-German organisation among the Persians through Namdar.

The opening of the fourth paragraph reads as follows: “On 10.1. Lili Sanjani (“A.Z’)
brought from Namdar (‘N.D’) the most pleased news. Namdar knows where Vazir (‘W)
lives. Moreover, a few days ago messengers came to him from Gamotta and Vaziri, but but
Namdar did not trust them and denied any knowledge of either Gamotta or Vaziri (‘G.W’).
“Ramon Gamotta was of course sent out with Mayr by the Sicherheitsdienst, and both before
the Allied entry into Persia. (For Mayr’s reference to the whip c.f. his advice to Rockstroh in
his letter reproduced in Counter-Intelligence Summay No. 11, dated 20th September, ….).
KV 2/1478-1, page 35

The entry for 18th April is the first one Mayr made after he had moved from the
cemetery to the house of Javad Aliabadi …..

The two ‘apparati’ mentioned in the sixth paragraph are definitely W/T sets. “I went
into the cave’ is figurative; what Mayr meant was ‘I took the plunge’.
KV 2/1478-2, page 40

..apparently one of their W/T once had been defect. …

KV 2/1478-1, page 42

The ‘best news’ which Mayr received from Nandar (‘FN’) was about Roman Gamotta
(7032), from whom he had not heard since they both went into hiding. …
KV 2/1478-1, page 43

Who was probably Hamdulla, Schultze’s chauffeur. The latter was to go to Ankara, but in fact
never went. ‘AZ’ is Lili Sanjari, ‘216’ Vaziri and ’21-El’ Ehtesham-ed-Dowleh. ‘FND’is the
mullah friend of Zahedi, and ‘216 N1’ Neivandi. This paragraph is illuminating. It shows
both Mayr’s urgent need to get a courier through to Ankara and also how he was hindered by
rivalry between ‘F’s (Zahedi) group and ‘N2’s’(Naubakht’s). ‘FNA’is Aotahi and ‘the pirates’
the British.
KV 2/1478-1, page 44

The third paragraph is important. When Kawasaki left with the staff of the Japanese
Legation, Mayr gave him a message and code (‘Tokyo Code’) for the German Embassy in
Tokio. It this was received, a certain sentence was to be broadcast on the German radio. This
actually took place, but later than originally planned because of the delay in the Japanese
Legation leaving ‘S’is Seddigh. Mayr does not now think that any such plane as that
mentioned in the next paragraph flew from Rom to Tokio and considers the remark naïve. By
‘both lines’ Mayr means that he could transmit and receive to and from Germany.
KV 2/1478-1, page 46

How good Mayr’s judgement sometimes was, is seen very well in the first two
paragraphs, which are perhaps the most interesting in the diary. The German Army did not
reach Iranian soil before the winter of 1942 and Mayr was almost captured in Isfahan.
Communication with Berlin was established by Firuz Khalilna and money did come, which
enabled Mayr both to hide and resume work.
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-1, page 46 continuing

The third paragraph is equally important. It now seems true, in the light of
interrogations than his superiors in Berlin. The explanation of his remarks on Russian is as
follows.
KV 2/1478-1, page 48

Extract from Security Summary Middle East
No. 153, dated 26.10.43
Persia
D.S.O. reports that, contrary to previous, it now seems improbable that the Berta
expedition, which was to bring men and supplies to reinforce the original Franz (Siah Kuh)
group, has actually arrived in Persia, and rumours of further arrivals are probably garbled
versions of the Franz expedition. It is to be noted, however, that a member of the Anton
(Gashgai) group, which was the last to leave Berlin and presumably had the latest information
on German intensions, is alleged to have said that Ramon Gamotta, who returned to Germany
from Turkey in March (AOB, 1943) of this year, would be back in Persia in the near future.
KV 2/1478-1, page 53

Addressed to Major H.R. Trevor-Roper
… in the interrogations they are at present conducting in Teheran on Franz Mayr …

KV 2/1478-1, page 54

Dear Mr. Spring,
Here is something about KDM (AOB, K.d.M.).
..Did Mayer know anything of General Felmy’s projects?
page 55
The Kamaradschaftsdiensmarine (AOB = KDM)
..On few occasions KDM transmissions have been preceed by figure-cipher message
addressed to ‘Pilot Service 7031’. There were messages for Franz Mayr and have now been
read. These are the only cases of cipher being used in KDM transmissions.
Certain recent messages to Friedrich Harteisen were spotted here as being intended for Mayr.
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-1, page 58 – 59 -60

KV 2/1478-2, pages 1 – 2

20.10.43
Istanbul-Prague.
Firuz, after crossing the frontier illegally, arrived here today. He reports, that Mayr was arrested on 15th August at 2.0 a.m. at the house of his dentist
Goutzi. He declares that Gouzi for a million Real, gave Mayr to the English. Lili (AOB,
Mayr’s mistress) must have been concerned in the treachery, because after Mayer’s arrest in
the adjoining room, Lili (Lilli) negotiated with English officers for a long time. Goutzi fled to
save his face (AOB, Gesicht bewahren). Lilli and her sister, Gouzi’s wife, are at large in
Teheran. The confirmation of the treacher …
KV 2/1478-2, page 8

Not only was Shahrough a willing collaborator with the Abwehr in this activity, but he
even went so far as to say that the Free Corps would be paid by Persian businessmen and
students themselves. Akbari paid 30 R.M. a month for the Free Corps into an account which
was held in the name of Shahroukh. The Persians were not even paid during training.
Shashroukh’s idea was eventually to enrol all Persians in Germany and Occupied Territory.

(AOB, besetzte Gebiete) While he was forming his Corps he continued to broadcast from
Radio Metropol, whose Perian programmes rivalled those of Akhave on the normal German
shortwave.
KV 2/1478-2, page 11

Meanwhile the Sicherheitsdienst was no less active, but in a different sphere. It was
concerned with the training of Germans, rather than foreign nationals, for special service
abroad. The case of the W/T operator Werner Rockstroh, is typical of SD methods of
recruiting and training and is given in detail below. (Early histories of the remaining
parachutists are omitted as being irrelevant).

Rockstroh volunteered for the Waffen SS in March 1941. A few days later he was
examined in a building converted from a former hotel in Chemnitz his home town. There
were some 200 men present and in addition to an interview with an officer they had to
undergo short intelligence test and a very strict medical examination. Out of 200 only 50 were
accepted. Rockstroh was called up in August 1941 and although he wanted to go into the
infantry he was sent to an SS training battalion in Nürnberg. The first two months were spent
in military training and special training as a wireless operator. He was among the ten best
recruits in his company when they passed out and was recommended for an N.C.O. course.

He was sent to the Chef Fernmeldewesen (Signal Traffic HQ) which is in Berlin in the
Wilhelmsstraße, a few yards from the Reichskanzlei on the opposite side. This is an

Allgemeine ‘SS’ office and the head of it was, at that time, Gruppenführer Sachs. Rockstroh
was mostly used as a messenger boy, and he made repeated request for a transfer to the front,
and finally sending one writing to Gruppenführer Sachs himself stating that he wanted
becoming officer and needed experience before he could applied for an officer school. After
he had been at the Fernmeldewesen for about three weeks, Rockstroh was sent as a W/T
operator to the Fürhrerhauptquartier which at that time was a special train not far from
Königsberg in East Prussia. The train was supposed to be taking the Führer to inspect the
Russian front. Rockstroh stayed there for two weeks. A reply then came to his application to
Gruppenführer Sachs and was sent back first to Berlin and week later to Nürnberg.
KV 2/1478-2, page 12 continuing

When he arrived there in November 1941 he was sent on a ski course for three weeks
at Schlier See in upper Bavaria; He returned to Nürnberg shortly before Christmas 1941 and
it was not until the middle of January 1942 that he finally did his N.C.O. course with a special
company in Nürnberg. He passed out towards the end of April 1942 as an Unteroffizier
(corporal) as was given the job of recruiting recruits. He carried on with his instructing, with
a break of 16 days in June for his first leave, until the end of 1942. He had often volunteered
for service in Russia but his company commander would not let him go as Rockstroh was a
good N.C.O. instructor. During August however he found out from the Orderly Room
Sergeant that there was a demand for volunteer for special work. He again was his company
commander and his application was forwarded. He did not expect that his future work would
entail espionage, but guessed it would be dangerous and that he would be landed in enemy
territory.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
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KV 2/1478-2, page 13

It is useful to describe the changes that had taken place (AOB, the assassination of
Heydrich) in the SD since Mayr was in Berlin. The head of the SD was now Gruppenführer
Kaltenbrunner who is described as aged about 45-48, 5 foot tall, broad, clean shaven with a
duelling scars on his face. He is Viennese (AOB, Wiener) and besides last war ribbons wears
the ‘Old Fighter’ badge of an early number of the Nazi Party. He had his office in
Grünewald. The head of Section VI was Sturmbahnführer (Major) Grafe, whom Blume thinks
will by now have been promoted to Obersturmbahnführer (Obstlt). The offices were in
Grünewald (AOB, not in accordance to foregoing statements like, for example, Kurt Wieland
and Gimpel/Golepaugh) in the Berkaerstrasse while he was in a street called Delbrückstrasse
office was Major Dörner. Blume was not certain what VI (f), did, but knew that it contained
photographic and map sections. There is now a Persian sub-section in Section VI, but its
letter is not known. Its head at the beginning of the year was Hptm. Schubeck, whom Blume
describes as slim, about 6 feet tall, with dark brown hair and duelling scars on his face. He is
about 35 and a small impediment in his speech. Roman-Gamotta was to take over the Persian
sub-section from him when he get back to Berlin. The man in charge of all SD offices in
Grünewald was Standartenführer Schellenberg.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 14 end +15

The SD signals organisation centres on the Havel Institut at Wannsee. The head of the
organisation there was Sturmbahnführer (Major) Siepen, whose staff numbered about 20 and
included six or seven women. The folling were on it: Obersturmführer (Lt.) Scheffer (AOB,
Schäffer?), Surmmann (L/Corporal)(AOB, Uffz) Preuss, Oberscharführer (sergeant) Waller.
According to Grille, an Unterscharführer (Corporal)(AOB, Ogefr.) called Best gave
instructions about call-signs and frequencies and a Civilian, who had the Iron-Cross (first
Class) from the last war and was probably a Hptm.d. R. taught cipher. Grille once saw a
civilian Woman being taught W/T at the Havel Institute.

… The party was first accommodated and worked in a villa about 200 yards away the Havel
Institut. Later on, for the last week of the stay, they were put into a private billets.

…. However, on the second day of this practice, Rockstroh had to go to Köningsburg with a
new SD set because Koendgen’s had broken down.
KV 2/1478-2, page 15

While Köndgen went back to Berlin where he complained to Dr. Wagner (of the
Abwehr) about the faults of SD sets. The latter took up the question with Major Siepen at
Wannsee and this may be the reason why both types of set eventually sent with Franz. (AOB?
Mayr was already far more than a year in Persia, or has been meant Nachschub?)

Meanwhile Blume was trained in elementary sabotage methods. At the beginning of
March he was sent to see Major Dörner at the office in Delbrückstrasse 6a in Grünewald.
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 16
The expedition Franz left for Crimea on 22nd March 1943.
KV 2/1478-2, page 17

….. made him sometimes lose his temper when it was dangerous to do so and tied him too
closely to Lili Banjari, whom he went to visit, against his better judgement, on the night of his
arrest.
He is ambitious, proud of what he has achieved and, with a good deal of reason, looks at the
fifth column in Persia as his own personal creation. …
He shows however a good deal of loyalty to his countrymen individually and those Persian
accomplishes whom he trusted.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 18

It was during this early period that Mayr and Gamotta got to know Lili Sanjari (AOB,
to become Mayr’s mistress), who like them worked for Schenker. Mayr fell in love with Lili
and wanted to marry her. In accordance with SS regulations, which aim at keeping the
organisation ‘Aryan’, he forwarded his request to Berlin, but this was refused on the grounds
that Lili was not German, had been born in London, and might be pro-British. The incident is
unimportant in itself, but Mayr’s friendship with Lily was to have important results and
Berlin’s refusal was one of a chain of events which eventually drove wedge in between Mayr
and the SD. Lili had no idea in this early period what Mayr’s real job was.
KV 2/1478-2, page 19

Meanwhile Namdar and M.H.H. Vaziri had got into touch with Berthold Schulze
(AOB, Ausland/Abwehr agent) and eventually Mayr was able to communicate with the latter
through Namdar. On about 14th April Mayr met Namdar and Vaziri together and later on the
evening saw Zahedi for about ten minutes. The latter promised to support Mayr to the utmost
and invited him to Isfahan.

The next day Mayr got someone to telephone the Japanese Legation and inform them through
Kawasaki that the whole staff would have to leave Teheran. Kawasaki left Mayr 5 W W/T
sets and some money and introduced him to Sayid Naghibzadeh. This took place on about
16th April (AOB, 1942). Javad Aliabadi was waiting in Naghibzadeh’s house to arrange for
Mayr’s accommodation. The five W/T sets were given to Naghibzadeh and Kawasaki left
Mayr two to four thousand tomans. Before the departure of the Japanese, Mayr gave
Naghbzadeh a letter for the German Embassy in Tokio which contained a situation report and
a code for use if Mayr was able to get the W/T sets working.

KV 2/1478-2, page 20

Since considered it dangerous to work with one man only, he suggested that a
committee should be formed composed of the following people: Naghibzadeh, Neivandi,
Sayid Abul Qassem Kashani (whom he did not know then) and Zahedi (who was to be
presented by Namdar). This was agreed to but even at the first meeting relations between the
different members were very strained. (Lili Sanjari has since said that if the Germans really
had entered Persia, Mayr’s life would have been become in danger because all his Persian
collaborators expected to become at least Prime Minister.

At the end of May (AOB, 1942) Mayr met Schulze for the first time since the Allied
entry into Persia. They spoke about the general situation, and Mayr stayed a night with him,
during which they decided that Schulze should go down to the Gashgai while Mayr remained
in Teheran. The latter gave Schultze some money and both of them decided to give Friedrich
Kümel some more. (Schulze was in correspondence with Kümel – Mayr had only met him
once or twice before the Allied entry) to enable him to get home.
KV 2/1478-2, page 21

Shortly before he left for Isfahan, Mayr heard on the radio (AOB,
Kamaradschaftsdiensmarine = KDM) that his letter to the German Embassy in Tokio had
arrived (he had arranged a special sentence to be broadcast if this happened). Nevertheless, he
was still unable to make use of the W/T sets (AOB, obtained from the Japanese Legation
before they left the country) Firuz was on his way to Ankara.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, pages 22

On day, while Mayr was re-reading his Nietsche, Gasparian, with whom he had a
small quarrel because the latter wanted to shave and Mayr thought it dangerous to do so,
pointed two pistols at him and solemnly asked for an interview. Mayr laughed until two
bullets went through his hair. He had no weapon and therefore fled into a caravanserai nearby,
from where he watched the A.L.O. search the house. Thus the second period of Mayr’s work
in Persia finished two days after the British attacked El Alamein and just before the German
disaster at Stalingrad.
KV 2/1478-2, page 25

It is difficult not to have a little sympathy for Mayr. He knew nothing of Persia before
he arrived and he came here only after entangled red tape had been cut. He was given no
training no support; he was prevented from communicating with his base by the German
Legation and when, almost two cars later, thanks to his won codes and his own courier, he
finally got in touch with Germany. Rivalry between the departments produced a series of
expeditions which not only ran counter to his intensions but endangered his own personal
safety. He managed to cope with the five remaining Germans of the Franz expedition, only to

find that Berlin had changed its minds and was sending explosives Germans without any
weapons. Mayr saw that Persia was anti-Allied. He realised that with money he could
influence the election, against the Allies if not for Germany, and that with weapons he would
get control of the tribes. He saw the opportunities. But Berlin failed to grasp them. Even if
the German authorities at home belatedly was the importance of Persia, once they were
forced to change to change to a defensive strategy, they sent out expeditions which were
inadequately prepared, and obstinately continued to follow their own policy despite Mayr’s
proteststations. The result was that young German soldiers of junior rank and little education
became slaves of the Persian to be bartered from one scoundred to another. There could
hardly be a better example of the ignorance or cruelty of the present German regime that the
way in which it was prepared to sacrifice its most ardent supporters to petty departmental
jealousy. Georg Grille, who had fought in Russia, was finally left without money, separate
from his W/T set, ignorant of the Persian language and in the hand of Persians who passed
him on from one house to the next.
continuing

Meanwhile Schultze and the Anton group are still at large in South Persia and may
have joined up with Naubakht. If Matin, Anton’s leader, is as resourceful as Mayr was, the
British Authorities may have begin all over again, although it is likely that German activities
will this time be concerned much more with sabotage than with the tangled and dingy web of
Persian Politics.

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 29

Rabi’I
Lutfullah
Abdullah
Shkrullah
Karim
Hassan
Rahim
Shahpur
Ferej
Shir Khan
Reza Ghuli
Habib or Habibullah
…

Franz Mayr
Gunther Blume
Ernst Viktor Köndgen
Karl Korel
Werner Stockstroh
Georg Grille
Hans Holzapfel
Pirvanka
Harbers
possibly either Kurmis or Homayan Farzad
Ahmed Akbari
Javad Ramazani
Martin Weber
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 33

In the meantime I heard that all those who had been in Germany were to be arrested. I
then went for the first and last time to the Qavam and asked him if possible to see that I was
not arrested. He said he could not prevent it, but that he would try to keep all those who
had been arrested in Persia. I asked him when I was to be arrested and he replied the next
day or the following day. I also asked him to help me, if possible, leave Persia for Turkey,
but he said this was not possible. I left his house and went into hiding.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 37

….Later Ramzani also brought th W/T material. Transmitting took place up there with
Tehran. After a few weeks we had a second converstation…We spent a couple of nights on
the allotted landing grounds where we made a fire. The aircraft arrived on 1st August (AOB,
1943) but dropped its load a longway from the landing grounds. Horsemen were sent in all
directions to look for the cargo. It was later reported that four parachutes had been found
about 15 to 20 km from the landing grounds as the crow flies. In order to save what belonged
to us from robbers I was sent after it. I rode there and was able to save three tubes of
explosives, 3,000 Berand cartridges, 1 power operated dynamo (Aggregat) two boxes of spare
W/T parts two aerials mast and accompanying wire and cable, three sporting rifles (which all
were broken), three field glasses, a large number of maps ?1,ooo and the fuzes for the
explosive.
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 38

Akbari returned to Persia 5th May 1942. He was arrested at the request of this
office by the Persian Police. It is hardly a matter of surprise now that his interrogation
revealed nothing at all. Although never crowned with outstanding success, he continued to
carry out his mission for the Germans up until the time of connecting Franz Mayr in the early
part of the summer 1943. After his joining forces with the Mayr there is no doubt that his
collaboration was complete and became in fact an integral part of Dora when he accompanied
Blume and Köndgen to Bakhtiari. It should not be forgotten that he was with them when
captured.

The Persian part of the confession shews better than anything the difficulties that
have had to be face, in dealings with both officials and private individuals, when
attempting to eradicate the Fifth Column from Persia.

Akbari shewed a remarkable indiscretion in telling almost everyone he met
exactly what he had been charged to do and yet from the time his arrest was asked for in
August 1942 until he was caught by this office just over a year later, no attempt was
made by the Persian authorities to catch him. There were obviously several occasions
when they could have done so (AOB: They were the Occupants of Persia, why should
they have supported (obeying) their intended enemy?)
KV 2/1478-2, page 39

One thing, however, cannot be overlooked. When he warned Ahmed Akbari of his
impending arrest at the request of the British, he had just taken office as Prime Minister with
the support of the British Legation and Russian Embassy. (AOB, hence, instituted by the
Occupants!) He was, of course, full of proteststations of co-operation, but evidently saw
nothing wrong in warning someone of arrest whom he already knew from personal experience
to be working for the German intelligence. The Qavam was many times reminded by H.M.

Minister of the failure to arrest Akbari. (AOB, this British servant expresses typical
colonial arrogance, they are no liberators, but ‘selfish’ occupants!)

Fiance or Wife is Miss Berndt who appears in the messages in Appendix “F”. Akbari
was not allowed to marry her for racial reasons, which must have been especially unpalatable
for a Persian who belongs to a nation which likes to think of itself as Aryan. He has a
daughter called Peri, also in Germany.
KV 2/1478-2, page 41
Mutti is Ali Mutti at whose house Werner Rockstroh was caught 14 August 1943 with
his W/T set.
AOB, Notice the coincident of data! Mayr had been arrested on 14 or 15 August 1943 as well.
There must have existed a coordinated action, treason?

Doctor is Dr. Qudi (AOB, was he dentist and according the W/T message from
Istanbul to Berlin who betrayed Mayr and sold him for money to the British on 14 or 15
August?) Mayr’s mistress Lili Sanjari. His father is a friend of Scheily, the present Prime
Minister. (AOB, also a kind of Quisling?)
Miss Lili is Lili Sanjari the mistress of Franz Mayr
KV 2/1478-2, page 42

Sturmbannführer (Major) Dr. Gräfe
Operational Group “Franz”.
Leader Untersturmführer (Lt.) Blume
Interpreter Ogfr. (Corporal) Korel
Army leader Ogrfr. (Corporal) Köndgen
S.S. W/T Operators SS Oberscharfführer (Sergeant) Holzapfel
SS Unterscharführer (Corporal) Grille
SS Unterscharführer
Rockstroh
The wonderful story being told between the page 42 –
Crispbread (Zwieback or knäckbröd?)

KV 2/1478-2, page 49

It is Karl !!! Hurrah, we are saved ! karl high up on a camel in a drapery of skins takes
off his hat and beckons to us. He brings five attendants and four camels with him. Happy
greetings. Salaam aleikum! Now everything must be done quickly. George (Grille) and I
can’t find a moment time (AOB, ein Moment Zeit) Wwith Ho) to question Karl. He hands
over to us a W/T message ffrom Ra. (AOB, Rabi I = Mayr) and that satisfied us above all
(AOB, über alles). We rush to the W/T station. Leit (Berlin) hears us strength 2. We make an
appointment for ½ hour later since 5tl? Message must first be enciphered. Hans (Holzapfel)
With us again wearing muft and was stained his hair (AOB, coloured?) Now we must also
thrust in that (AOB, wir müssen daran glauben). But first comes breakfast with a good share
out of Teheran. Ah what a delight it is when one once again really “drive in”. The
Untersturmführer and Ernst (AOB, Köndgen) are already sliding around like real gentlemen
with hair dyed (AOB, coloured) a ruddy brown. They had, of course, picked out the best suits
for themselves. Only a pair of old rags remain over for us. I got a pair of yellow breeches, a
silk shirt which was more holes than material and a sports-coat which was too small. I looked
like a thief in civilian clothes. Now the hair dying was the funniest of all. One had green past
like cow-dung smeared into the hair three or more times until it retained a black gleam.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 54+55

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-2, page 59

14th August
Dear Rabi’I …
1108
1208 are expressing the day og month 8 = August
kHz should be understood being, correctly MHz
Grille took care of W/T transmissions (AOB Grille = Hassan)
KV 2/1478-2, page 58

Habib arrived here yesterday evening and brought me your letters. He started off again
this morning without delay. I have just learned that the W/T traffic with you has been
mutually successful, since we heard you well on 11/7 with various frequencies. Unfortunately
however the corresponding necessary coils were not prepared. I have been saved a longer
letter however since we can contact each other daily

KV 2/1478-3 series
KV 2/1478-3, page 5

27th August
Dear Comrade Martin,
We arrived in Teheran to-day with our comrade
Habib. After first we intended to contact you but 7031 (AOB, = Mayr) ordered us to come
here. Reza Ghuli has written a letter to Herr Farzad, but that no longer applies. We learned
from Colonel Robert, through Abul Qassem Khan, that 7031 and another German with 7
Persians are supposed to have been arrested. I have sent through the Wehrmacht wireless and
probably that the cipher is in enemy hands. Moreover we, I have sent through Anton and Lora
have given up the fight and you, like ourselves, must probably take to flight (AOB, fliehen).
Bln (Berlin) upon that broke off contact at once. On the day after contact was broken off with
Bln Habib arrived at Dora. Unfortunately he had no letter from 7031 with him (AOB, bei
sich), so that the whole thing seemed somewhat strange, however since 7031 had told Habib
was implicitly trustworthy I went off with him and arrived safely in T (Teheran). According
to him Karim (Rockstroh) and some Persians had been arrested. All the others have
temporarily disappeared off the earth (AOB, vom Erdboden verschwunden). 7031 gave
Habib through Dasht Reza (known to me) the job of getting us and the Germans who are there
to T (Teheran) as the English have demanded the handing over of them from our Princes and
the latter have given up the fight. I have no idea how things are there and what you will think
of the tone of my letter and Habib. In my opinion Habib is absolutely trustworthy and I don’t
believe that there is any fake behind it. Should you not come to Teheran. However, please
give him your Wireless instructions for the Wannsee so that we can start up traffic again
without danger. We have also asked Bln to send new instructions for us to you “blind”. If

these have already arrived please send them up to us with Habib if you have already arrived
please send them up to us with Habib if you are not coming to Teheran.
KV 2/1478-3, page 7

Private (AOB = Mayr) to your of 2? July. If you cannot get through on any frequency
15.1 is the last resort Can pick pick you up with difficulty that is why the came double
ciphered. For your information your message go the the Chief (AOB, Himmler or less likely
Kaltenbrunner). Latter is furious about yourself. Be polite. Trying to carry out all your
wishes – Greeting Hanny.?
(Note: This scolding is in reply to outward message No,82 from Mayr and for his having
criticised Berlin sharply for their lack of understanding of the situation in Persia.
A wide range of W/T Messages being dealt with.
KV 2/1478-3, page 16 Part 2 date 29th July 1943

If that does not take place we shall have little to report from the towns. I request
therefore that you get a decision from the Führer as soon as possible that at least three planes
set out in turn. Please answer quickly for me to reply to the tribes because the Government
and Allies are doing their best by diplomatic and secret means to win over the tribes. Now is
the best time for getting help through.
(British comment Note: At the time these messages were sent there really did seem to be a
serious threat of combined tribal insurrection across most of Persia. …).
KV 2/1478-3, page 19

Indicate at once area for landing, time and composition of expedition and then give out
S.K. Are we not worth more trouble? I insist that because of the present difficulties in

receiving at least the beginners should be removed from the W/T. This slow coach attitude is
enough to make one vomit (AOB, Krankwerden) signed 7031 (AOB = Mayr)
KV 2/1478-3, page 20

Are you now in touch with Anton? Please give earliest details of Berta operation with
the number of pachages and their weight. As we can buy British dynamite here in any
amount required, do not send any more, but all kinds of explosive materials. Instead of
dynamite send pistols with ammunition. Perhaps extra supply of railways fuse. About 100
pistols, 10 M.P. Mauers, 3 hunting rifles, 3 field-glasses and 100-200 cartridges for the
Persians, the rest for us. Film materials and duplication material for typewriters especially
important. Can you not also send Persian and eventually Grüning. Qashgais have plundered
100 British trucks. Strong British forces assembled that area. Please send help as quickly as
possible. Indicate quantity of material, time and landing place of Dora.
(Note: In order to make Berlin send arms for the tribes instead of dynamite, Mayer made use
of report from Kevhani, which Mayr himself did not believe, that English dynamite could be
bought quite easily from someone on the Kavzin Road. Blume was by this time in complete
agreement with Mayr and was also against the sending of explosives.
KV 2/1478-3, page 23

11th August
Leave to you the choice between the two Berta places. Request quick instructions
when I may expect help. Expect certainly by 20 August. Please reply to 98. Concerning
news on the Statesmen’s meeting nothing known yet
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 23

11 August
British Minister (AOB, Ambassador) informs the Persian Prime Minister on 2nd
August that 4 German parachutists dropped in Mosul district have been captured. (AOB,
meant the Müller Group including Ramzi?) Similar information on 3rd August from Persian
General Staff that 2 German parachutists, dropped in Senna district were taken. Request news
whether we can help.
(Note: Soheily told Naubakht who told Mayr. Presumably this was the first definite news
Berlin had on this subject).
KV 2/1478-3, page 39

Zeesen.
24.2.43
In German for the German Navy
Time 11.47
From the Kameradschaftsdienst für die Marine. But before we convey to you all these
greetings and news we shall first transmit the following figures to the men of the Pilot 70-31:
Messenger and letter arrived. First parachute visited end of March position B. Further details
by next messenger.
Hullo Hullo! You have just heard our figures for the men of the Pilot Service 70-31
And now for our greetings and news.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 39

Zeesen 12.4.43
In German for the German Navy
Time 12.44
From the Kamaradschaftsdienst für die Marine.
But before we convey to you all these greeting and news wes hall first transmit to following
figures (AOB, Personen) to the men of the Pilot Service 70-31:On 30/3, 6 men made a parachute (AOB Fallschirm) landing about 40 km SE of position B.
Friedrich Harteisen. A man familiar since ¼, to get into contact with you. Dear friends of the
Navy, jou just have heard our figures (AOB, Meldungen) for the men of the Pilot Service 7-031.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2.1478-3, page 41

Decode:- Neue Weisung zwo eins Oktober
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 49

…Jebsen supposed to have been in Berlin

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, pages 56 + 57

About SD communications abroad Wannsee .. and later expanded with station Prague, which
possessed apparently better means to communicate for long distance like Teheran and
Argentine.
Rotterdam communications, R- operations?

KV 2/1478-3. page 58

Defence Security Office
C.I,C.I. Persia
Teheran
Attached are additional miscellaneous notes chiefly on W/T Security Checks and
Sabotage obtained from Grille, Holzapfel, Köndgen and Rockstroh.

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 59

Interrogation Grille

KV 2/1478-3, page 60

Security Check
Sturmbannführer Sieben (AOB= Siepen)

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 61

Farzad, Köndgen, Blume

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 62

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 63

↓
↓
↓
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↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 64
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↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 64

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-3, page 65

Havel Institut at Wannsee

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 3

Apparently Dora was an Abwehr concern (Schulze?) Burg = Berlin
W/T operational matters QRGs

KV 2/1478-4, page 4

Anton Operations apparently SD

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
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↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 5

About Grille and Köndgen security check

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2.1478-4, page 7

Signal Traffic Chef Fernmeldewesen HQ which is in the Wilhelmsstrasse a few yards of the
Reichskanzlei opposite side. Gruppen Führer Sachs … Sieben (AOB = Siepen)

KV 2/1478-4, page 8

↓
↓↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 10

Siepen

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 10

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 11

Franz Goup Franz Mayr’s group?
Lili was Mayr’s mistress

KV 2/1478-4, page 12

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 14

Hans Holzapfel, born 6 April 1914, Düsseldorf; April 1934 joined the Allgemeine SS
From November 1935 to March 1936 Holzapfel was ..trained as a wireless operator.
(Gefretier = Lance Corporal), Uffz = Corporal),Rottenführer = Senior lieutenant/Corporal

Unterscharführer (= Corporal), Scharführer (= Lance Sergant)
SS-Führungshauptamt Kaiserallee 188 Berlin
SS Signals Training Battalion at Nurnberg, Sonderlehrgang KP
KV 2/1478-4, page 16: Havel Institut, Wannsee, Major Sieben (Siepen)
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
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↓
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↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 15

KV 2/1478-4, page 15

KV 2/1478-4, page 16

KV 2/1478-4, page 19

DORA (tribe area) Köndgen =Abwehr Belzig set WM W/T Station Belzig
Frequencies,

KV 2/1478-4, page 20

↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 20

↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 21

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 22

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 23

KV 2/1478-4, page 25

The arrest of Franz Mayr

Note:- Franz Mayr spells his name in the Bavarian way without an ‘e’. Previous summaries
should be amended accordingly.

Hussein Keyhani was arrested by this office during the afternoon of 12th August.
Preliminary interrogation fully confirmed his connection with Mayr and the parachutists
already reported in Counter-Intelligence Summay dated 13 July para 1-10

On 14th August Keyhani promised that if he was released he would lead us to Mayr
and the parachutists in Teheran. It was finally agreed to make use of him and his first step
was to contact 3/Lieut Saharkhiz who did not know where Mayr was but he knew the exact
location of a parachutist.

In the eveing of 14th August, Saharkhiz and Keyhani led members of his office to a
house of a Persian called Mutti where the parachutist Werner Rockstroh was found with his
W/T set and arrested. While the arrest was taking place two Persians, a Dr. Qudsi and a
Serjeant-major in the Army called Mansouri, called at the house and were also arrested for
their obvious implications in the case.

Preliminary interrogation of Rockstroh revealed that Mayr had arranged for him to
leave Mutti’s house shortly after the hour of his arrest so that he could transmit elsewhere in a
different house. Interrogation of Dr. Qudsi and Mansouri confirmed at the time of
Rockstroh’s arrest.

In the early hours of 15th August Dr. Qudsi’s house was entered and Mayr arrested.
Two brief-cases filled with documents were also found.
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 25 + 26

Communication with Germany by Courier
In July August 1842 a Teheran merchant called Faruz Khalilnia who smuggled goods
between Persia and Turkey returned to Teheran from Ankara. Mayr’s mistress Lili Sanjari,
heard that her aunt, the wife of a dentist Dr. Qudsi, had bought some silk stockings from Firuz
and asked Mayr to get Firuz to bring

Some for her when he returned from his next trip to Turkey, as well as some under-wear and
shirts for Mayr. The latter therefore told Javad Aliabadi, one of the Persian ‘screens’to
approach Firuz and pretend that he was owed money in Turkey which he wanted Firuz to
collect. If Aliabadi considered Firuz trustworthy and capable he was to introduce him into
Mayr’s group. Very soon afterwards Mayr was introduced to Firuz and Hussein Khan, his
usual cover name, and although Firuz knew he was German he never learnt his real name.
On 21st August, 1942, Mayr entrusted Firuz with his first letter to the German
Embassy in Ankara. The latter was to report personally either to General Rhode, the Military
Attaché, or to von Papen. The letter, which was not addressed to any definite person, was
signed by Mayr for major Schulze and Oberleutnant (Mayr). The gist of the letter was as
follows:

“
We have close contact with the tribes and military circles. We also have five W/T sets
given to us by the Japanese, but we have no W/T operators and no money. If we receive the
latter we can help to prepare the ground for eventual German advance through the Caucasus.”
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 26

Mayr had also been toying with the idea of sending a message through the German
Legation in Kabul. Although he had no Afghanistan courier available, he had prepared a text
similar to that given to Firuz. He had also added the suggestion that Berlin should make use
of the German radio feature ‘Greetings from home to Germans in North Africa’ as a means of
communication. Mayr had already suggested the use of the navy programme in the message
he sent through the Japanese Legation and he had heard on that programme confirmation that
his message had been received). The next he had prepared for Kabul was eventually however
destinated for Ankara, because Mohammed Hussein Hissam Vaziri had found a courier called
Anvar ?? T??rizi who was armed with the necessary papers.’(Note the latter was arrested by
the British Authorities in Syria before he crossed the Turkish frontier, although not before he
had had time to dispose of the message).
KV 2/1478-4, page 27

Two or three days after Mayr came up from Isfahan, Firuz returned to Teheran with
12,600 Tomans given to him for mayr by the German Embassy in Ankara. No money was
allotted to Schulze. Firuz gave 2,600 Tomans to Vaziri and the remaining 10,000 to Mayr
when he eventually met him personally. He had returned armed only with the money and not
with my letters.

Although Firuz had not brought back any messages for Mayr from Ankara, Berlin
evidently decided to communicate with Mayr by other means about Firuz’s visit.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 27

Vaziri heard one day from someone who did not understand German well that
greetings had been given on the German Navy programme (Kamaradschaftsdienst Marine to
7031 and conrades (7031 was Mayr’s number). This message was repeated twice and Vaziri
eventually managed to pick it up. Besides the greetings was a message in a code which Mayr
himself had invented and which he had given to the Japanese Legation before it was expelled
from Teheran for transmission to the German authorities. This code he christened “The Tokio
code”. The message was successfully deciphered and conveyed the news that Firuz had
arrived safely in Ankara and that a special courier would be sent with a message for Mayr.
KV 2/1478-4, page 28

(Later called by Mayr ‘Berta’for the landing near Sikh Kuh and also for its projected
reinforcement 30 miles to the North-west, Berlin was to call the first operation variously
‘Franz’ or Saltsee’ or ‘Iranseinsatz Teheran’, although it preserved the name Berta for the
projected reinforcement) was to be mentioned on the radio as Lautenschaeger.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 31

The following equipment was brought:
..
2 W/T sets Abwehr pattern
2 W/T sets Sicherheitsdienst pattern
2 oil and petrol operated dynamos (Aggregata)
2 pedal operated dynamos (Tretsätze)
1 old battery receiver (Radione R3?, AOB)
KV 2/1478-4, page 32

Mayer gathered from the young operators that there was a good deal of rivalry
between the Abwehr and the Sicherheitsdienst sets were provided goes to confirm this. As a
rule the operators contacted Leit, the abbreviation for Leitdienststelle which is the SD
headquarters in the Havelinstitut in Berlin. Holzapfel once told mayr however that while in
Teheran Köndgen had contacted Belzig which is the code name for the Abwehr headquarters
and that reception was strength 4 (German classification good). Mayr does not known
whether this was the only communication with the Abwehr or not, but says that Koendgen
was very standoffish’ and mey well have tried to establish independent communication of his
own.

KV 2/1478-4, page 34

The two SD sets only were used. The Abwehr set had a large aerial which might be
detected whereas the SD type did not require outdoor installation. The remaining Abwehr set
in Teheran was therefore not used.
KV 2/1478-4, page 34

W/T Communication.
Meanwhile Mayr in Teheran was organizing communications with Berlin. He
assigned two houses each to Rockstroh, Grille and Holzapfel which he numbered from 101 to
106 inclusive. By moving each operator from one house to the other and alternating operators
he was able to prevent the location of the sets from being pin-pricked. He soon found that
Holzapfel was worthless and stopped giving him work to do. Although he had more
experience than the others, in fact he never sent or received a message successfully.
Rockstroh or Grille could transmit faultlessly in ten minutes what Holzapfel took half an hour
to do ?wrongly. Grille was given the task of internal communication with Dora (AOB, the
Gashgai tribe, Schulze?) although Rockstroh was to begin working this traffic on 19th August,
had he not been arrested.

Communications between Teheran and Berlin.
Times twice daily, three quarter hour sessions, between 0400 and 0700 hrs and again
between 1600 and 2000 or 2100 hrs (Central European time)(AOB, my comment, German
during the war didn’t use such time designation, but DGZ deutsche gesetzliche Zeit!) Time
and frequency were changed daily. Each day the Teheran operator gave Berlin the time and
frequency for the next day.
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 34 continuing

Frequencies: same for morning and evening sessions. Mayr’s operators discovered by
experience that within the frequencies given below the same wave-length would give
approximately the same results at both times, provided atmospheric conditions were
favourable. If reception was poor they fell back on 15.100 kHz wich invariable gave the best
results. Mayr gave the following list of frequencies used:13.500 kHz
15.100 kHz
13.800 “
15.300 “
14.000 “
15.600 “
14.200 “
16.000 “
14.500 “
16.300 “
14.700 “
16.800 “
KV 2/1478-4, page 35

While Koendgen (Köndgen) was in Teheran he was constantly quarrelled with the SD
members of Franz over the different SD and Abwehr methods of transmission and
enciphering.

Sets: there seemed to be no trouble in communicating between Dora’s Abwehr set
(AOB, 99/40 or in this document designated: 99/50) and Grille’s SD set. The Aggregat (oilpetrol dynamo) was damaged and the Tretsatz (pedal dynamo) had to be used instead. Owing
to the variation in speed in pedalling certain amount of interference was heard in Teheran.

There was no direct communication between Dora and Berlin because of lack of
power and range or atmospheric conditions. Teheran therefore had to act as intermediary.
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 35

Communication with both Berlin and Dora was broken at the end of July because of
atmospherics. The summer electricity in the air upset the aerial. (AOB, electrostatic
conditions)
KV 2/1478-4, page 38

Mayr has been speculating on the whole origin of the Anton expedition. He had heard
that Krmes was one of the B Vienna ‘set’ of the Sicherheitsdienst as had been Gamotta. The
young operators of Franz had also told him that a certain Reichssicherheitsmann called
Kaltenbrunner, also from Vienna, might come out to Persia. Putting two and two together,
Mayr thought it likely that Gamotta was playing an active part in Germany and might be
trying to supplement his own organization with one run by the Vienna clique. Although he
and Gamotta had come out to Persia together (they called each other Max and Moritz
because that had been Luther’s name for them in Berlin) they were temporamentally opposed
to each other and had never worked together after the Allied entry into Persia. Mayr knew of
Gomotta’s escape from the latter’s broadcast and he was sure that he will play an active part
in the future, although he heard on the W/T that he was recently suffering from malaria.
AOB, apparently the author is of US origin owing to the usage of words and grammar!

Berta.
Just as the Dora expedition had latter been reinforced with arms and W/T equipment,
so it was intended to reinforce Franz. Landing-Ground B near Siah Kuh was again to be used
and for the reason the reinforcement was to be called Undertaking (AOB, Unternehmen,
Unternehmung) Berta, Mayr original name for Franz.
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 38

When Mayr first met Köndgen the latter had given him a list of Persians in Germany
suitable for I.S. work. The only name Mayr can remember is that of Tarbiat who, he thinks is
almost certainly in the Brandenburg Regiment. Mayr signalled Berlin suggesting that these
might be used rather than Germans in subsequent expeditions but received the reply that they
were not available for work from the OKW. Mayr therefore replied asking for two Persian
operators to be sent in the proposed Berta expedition. At first Berlin said that two were in
training although their names were not given. Later however they said that these were not
suitable and suggested that Schwerdt and Gruening should come instead Mayr knew nothing
on the former beyond the fact that he was an officer. The latter he had met in 1940 at the
party given at the Deutsches Haus in Teheran in 1940 Gruening had come as a courier from
Berlin and Mayr thought he belonged to the cipher section of the Foreign Office.
KV 2/1478-4, page 39

Mayr’s political activities in Teheran.
In 1942 Mayr had ambitious schemes which he now maintains were impracticable. He
had come out to Persia with the romantic idea of playing at Lawrence and he intended to
organize a general Persian uprising when the German crossed the Caucasus.
KV 2/1478-4, page 40

Mayr admitted that his general political plans had never born much fruit because of the
impossibility of ever getting two Persians to work together. The general mood of the
population however was definitely pro-German and Mayr made great play with the term of a
text from the Koran to the effect that the enemy of your enemy is your friend.

KV 2/1478-4, page 44

KV 2/1478-4, page 47

The method of transmission
The “Lotsendienst” seems to have programme in the “Marine” broadcast. As Mayr
only listened into Kamaradschaftsdienst, the following special arrangement was made for
him:
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

As usual the Kamaradschaftsdienst Marine begins with the invariable military march.
Next: Auchtung Marine. Wir rufen den Kamaraden X Followed by a message
comrade X.
If there was a message for May, this was followed immediately upon the military
march and was introduced as follows:
Ehe wir unsere Grüsse an die Kameraden durchgeben haben wire in paar Zahlen für
unsere Kamaraden vom Lotsendienst 7031 to comraden (AOB, Kamaraden), we have a few
figures for our comrades of the Marine Pilot Service 7031
Mayr claims to bet he originator of this idea and code. He does not think that this is or
a similar system has been used for other German agents.
KV 2/1478-4, page 47
On the other hand Mayr stated that, while in Moscow in 1939 or 1940, he heard of a
similar broadcast system with the Russians used to convey messages to “patriots” in the
Balkans.

↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 50

17th September 1943
Ext. 123
Dear Bernard Losmak?
I am returning the papers you kindly lent me. They certainly read like a Phillips
Oppenheim novel. O think it was an extremely hot piece of work on the part of Spenser and
Wood, for which they deserve great praise.
If by chance you do not go off to India in the very near future, perhaps you would care
to come and have lunch with Duff Cooper and me, who I know would like to meet you again,
at Wilton’s which is one of the few restaurants in London where the food is still quite good.
If this appeals to you, perhaps you would get our A.D.C. to ring me at the above
number.
Lord Rothschild
Lieut. General Sir Henry Powall, K.B.E., C.B., D.O.S., M.C.,
Combined Operations Headquarters
↓
↓
↓

KV 2/1478-4, page 53 - 55

AOB: Brief story of Franz Mayr and the others involved
Quote from page 1
2
On the night of 12 August 43, a Persian Army officer of the Reserve was taken into
custody by the D.S.O. CICI Persia. After interrogation the suspect admitted his guilt in
actively participating in German activities and signed a statement to that effect. He also
admitted that he had recently seen Franz Mayr. He agreed to contact a Lieut. Of the Persian
Police who was also one of Mayr’s associates and who would be taken against either of them.
After much bargaining, a plan was devised and the informers, to show their goof faith,
promised to lead D.S.O. to the hiding place of a German W/T operator.
4
The D.S.O. decided to remain in the room for a time as through information received,
it was believed that Rockstroh was expecting a visitor. After a short wait a man arrived (a
Sgt/Major of the Persian Army) who was detained, and then another person turned up (a
Persian dentist) who after some resistance was also arrested. Both suspects were immediately
taken to the D.S.O.’s Headquarters where, after interrogation, the Sgt/Major said he would
lead the D.S.O. to where Franz Mayr is hiding. The Persian dentist had also admitted that he
was the go-between Mayr and the German W/T operators.
5
At 0115 hrs. on 15 Aug the D.S.O. accompanied by the Persian Sgt/Major and other
officers entered the house which turned out to be that of the Persian dentist. The D.S.O. and
one Sgt/Major entered a room at the top of the stairs and saw a man in the darkness; he was
challenged and made no attempt to resist. The light was switched on and as he answered to
the description he was asked if he were Franz Mayr, and at once admitted it. He was placed
with his face to the wall and covered with a firearm, but fainted almost at once. The room
was searched and all documents removed.

6
On 16 Aug, following further interrogation of suspects, another house was raided by
the D.S.O. which resulted in the arrest of Cpl. Hans Holzapfel and another W/T set was
found.
7
Through interrogation of Rockstroh and Holzapfel it was known that there was still
one German W/T operator, Cpl. Grille at large in Teheran. Pressure was brought to bear on
one of the Persian suspect in our hands who stated that he was quite sure that this German was
being housed by Franz Mayr’s mistress, Lili Sanjari. Lili Sanjari, who has been known to
D.S.O. for many months and who had been left at large as a decoy in the hope of capturing
Franz Mayr through her, was visited by D.S.O. on the evening of 25 Aug. After interrogation
she admitted that she had hidden Grille but refused to reveal his whereabouts. As Mayr
during interrogation had stated that he would give us every assistance in capturing the
remaining Germans on the grounds that he feared their arrest by the Russians and was also
disgusted with the Persian for the way they had double-crossed him, it was decided to take
Lily Sanjani to see Mayr. After a dramatic scene she told Mayr that we were trying to force
her to reveal Grille’s whereabouts, and, much to her astonishment, Mayr told her that she was
to do so. She was very much annoyed and cursed him for giving up after 2 years hard work,
but Mayr told her to do as she was bidden.
(During interrogation Mayr asked if it would be possible for him to marry Lili as though in
his eyes of God they were man and wife, he would like to regularise her position).
Further dramatic scenes followed, till finally Lily agreed to take the D.S.O. to the house
where she had hidden Grille; the occupants of the house, however, having got frightened had
passed grille to another house and refused to reveal the whereabouts of the second house.
Lily, who had definitely taken Mayr’s instructions as an order, asked to be allowed to
interrogate the Persians herself and guaranteed that she would find out from them where
Grille was hiding. This was agreed to and after 2 hours work she gave D.S.O. the necessary
information. A raid was carried out in the early hours of the 26th Aug, and Grille was captures
with his W/T set.
8In the meantime, the D.S.O. had been successful in contacting Franz Mayr’s most trusted
courier. This man after intense interrogation, offered to throw in his lot with the British and
put forward a plan for the capture of Lt. Blume and Cpl. Köndgen who were known to the
Bakhtiari country with a faked message from Franz Mayr telling them and it was necessary to
concentrate all parties in Teheran. It was finally decided to accept this plan and the former
sent in a civilian car on Aug 18. At 1400 hrs. 29 Aug the former arrived back in Teheran and
called at the D.S.O.’s Headquarters and informed the D.S.O. that this scheme had been
successful and the two Germans with a Persian named Ahmed Akbari, who has been wanted
by the D.S.O. and the Persian Police for the past year, were in his house in Teheran. As a plan
had been made for the D.S.O. to continue to use the German W/T sets if the codes could be
found, it was essential to keep the arrest of these two Germans as secret as possible. For this
reason it was not considered wise to arrest them in Tehran city, and a plan was devised to
ambush them in a car outside Tehran. The plan was that the former should persuade the
Germans it was unsafe to remain in Tehran city and that he would take them out that night to
a hide-out some 6 miles north of Tehran.
The informer was shown by the D.S.O. the spot for the ambush, which was an
undulating desert road where a small hillock near the road could hide another car. The plan
was that on the approach of the car with the informer, the Germans and the Persian (Ahmed
Akbari), D.S.O.’s car, which would have its engine running, would drive straight across the
other car, which would immediately be surrounded by a party from the D.
S.O’s office. Positions were taken up at 1930hrs. and at 2030 hrs. the car with the Germans
arrived and the plan was successfully carried out with a small amount of resistance.
9On searching the car it was found to contain approximately 220 lbs of gelignite, one suitcase
W/T set, and one Persian machine gun. The two Germans and the Persian were armed. These
arrests have been kept completely secret from the Persian Government and only a few senior

British military officers have been inform. AOB, committing a violation against Persian
Government?
10A letter was found on Lt. Blume addressed to the head of the Anton Gruppe which landed
in Gashgai territory in July 1943.
The letter was to the effect that he had heard rumours of Mary’s (AOB, Mayr’s) arrest and
that he was taken by Mayr’s “most trusted” courier to Tehran as it was considered safer to
there than in the Bakhtiari country, and at the same time he suggested that the Anton Gruppe
should also go to Tehran. “The most trusted” courier, having been successful in his first bit of
double-crossing, and having been well remunerated, offered to go to Qashgai and bring the
Anton Gruppe, which consists of three Germans and one Persian agent, Major Schulze and
Kassakovski who are also known to be in Qashgai territory.
As it was considered that the gamble was worth taking, two civilian cars were
obtained and our informer with another Persian left Tehran on the expedition on Aug 25. It is
expected that he will be away at least 14 days, so no result of this plan can be hoped for
before the 7 Sept.
October 1943.
KV 2/1478-4, page 57

Importance. On the whole they are probably not particularly anti-British as tribesmen
but as Persian they are:…

…. The Qashgai has been of cooperation with the Germans. Naser Khan Qashgai has been
harbouring a number of Germans in this war and his vanity had been played upon so that his
political ideas may go further than wanting to fee the

KV 2/1478-4, page 60 + 61

Germans at large in Persia. 1st Sept. 43
Capt. Kurmes
Capt. Harbers
Capt. Pirvanka
These three Germans, together with a Persian, Homayun Farzad, arrived near Shiraz
by parachute on the night of 16/17 July, 1943
The party known as the Anton group.
They are reliably reported to be with
Qashgai tribes in South Persia
Major Berthold Schulze
Jacob Kassakovski
These two Germans have been with the Qashgai tribes for the past years. They are
reliably reported in touch with the Anton group.
2nd Lieut Otto Schwert, trained saboteur
L/Cpl. Grüning interpreter and W/T operator
Two other Germans
The four Germans are known as the berta group and were landed by plane on a secret
LG miles south of Tehran on 27th Aug 43. They proceeded to Tehran where the now are.
Germans reported to be in Persia, but those presence is Not yet confirmed:- Total 10
In June a parachute party was reported to have landed in Persian Kurdistan. This party
comprised:Four Germans
Two Italian
Sgt. Kurt Eigner
Formerly an engineer on the Persian railway, the above is reported to have been sent to Persia
by air in June 1943, together with a Persian to sabotage the Southern section of the TransPersian railway. His arrival has NOT been confirmed.
Cpl. Hans Fritz
Formerly an agent for German shipping lines in Basra, the above is reported to have been
detailed for sabotage of shipping in the Basra area. It is thought that he had not yet arrived in
Persia by 1st Sept. 43.
The four other Germans have been mentioned in unconfirmed reports. These may
have been hiding in Persia since the period prior to the Allied occupation of Persia. Their
names are:Major Eberhard
Capt. Hoffman
Fritz Mahnke
Heinze Mann
2.9.43.
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